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Thoughts on TechnologyThoughts on Technology
“We are stuck with technology when what 

ll i j t ff th t kwe really want is just stuff that works. 
How do you recognize something that is 
till t h l ? A d l i if it tillstill technology? A good clue is if it still 

comes with a manual.”
- Douglas Adams
“Technology’s greatest contribution is to gy g

permit people to be incompetent at a 
larger and larger range of things.”

Repeat after me…Technology is your friend

g g g g
- Theodore Gray
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AgendaAgenda

• TheoreticalTheoretical
– Definitions

Guidelines/Approaches– Guidelines/Approaches
• Practical

( )– Lesson-Independent (Blogs, Podcasts)
– In-class (“Clickers”, Digital Boards)
– Putting it All Together

Repeat after me…Technology is your friend
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DefinitionsDefinitions
• Educational Technology: a systematic, 

it ti f d i i i t tiiterative process for designing instruction 
or training used to improve performance.

• Information Technology: the study, design, 
development, implementation, support or 
management of computer-based 
information systems, particularly software 
applications and computer hardware.

Repeat after me…Technology is your friend

Sources: Encyclopedia of Educational Technology, San Diego State 
University; Information Technology Association of America website.
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Guidelines / ApproachesGuidelines / Approaches

• Tech can’t make bad pedagogy good; it 
can make good pedagogy bettercan make good pedagogy better.

• If technology is the focus, learning isn’t.
• Focus on the product, not the platform.

• Preserve class time

Repeat after me…Technology is your friend

• Student-centered learning



BlogsBlogs



Blog and Blackboard





Really Simple Syndication (RSS)



N= 15 Students



Podcasts



Podcast Rules
• No longer than 3 minutes

E plains ho the lesson material ans ers 1 or more block• Explains how the lesson material answers 1 or more block 
questions 

• Must integrate audio and at least 1 visual
• Must be sent NLT TAPS day of lesson
• Standards

• A Uses evidence from readings to provide creative answer of own• A – Uses evidence from readings to provide creative answer of own 
design

• B – Provides statements with exact evidence in support
• C – Provides statements with vague evidence in supportC Provides statements with vague evidence in support
• D – Provides statements, but cannot support it with evidence
• F – Unprepared

• Sign up on blog by Lesson 13 review lessons 13 27

HI107 Section 13 – The Pen is Mightier Than the Sword

• Sign up on blog by Lesson 13 – review lessons 13-27 
now!



“Clickers”Clickers
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1. Europe’s nations could count 
on the US for unconditional 

t f th i ti

18

support of their actions
2. NATO would intervene in 

Eastern Europe whenever itEastern Europe whenever it 
felt human rights were 
threatened

3 E ti ld
0% 0%0%0%

3. European nations could no 
longer undertake fully 
autonomous actions

s natio
ns cou..

uld in
tervene...

natio
ns cou..

t Union had ..4. The Soviet Union had no vital 
national interests in the 
Middle East

Repeat after me…Technology is your friend
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Educational Technology isEducational Technology is
1. a complete waste of 

18

p
my time.

2. whatever this guy 
i isays it is.

3. something that other 
instructors do

0% 0%0%0%

instructors do.
4. an external 

representation of 

te
waste of m

...
this clown ...
g that o

ther ..
.

nal re
present...

ep ese tat o o
class and civilized 
behavior.

Repeat after me…Technology is your friend
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Ch-ch-ch-Changes - F
Military Alliance Walker Archuleta

“European” 
Institutions

Sheehan McLellan Smith

Postindustrial 
Ideas

Pope Kiernan Rogers

Protest & Terror Hartmann Elmblad
Political Fridline Talkington Mincavage

Upheaval
___ caused the most change in political 

d i l ti hi th

HI108 Section 15 – Victory through Mental Agility

and economic relationships among the 
world’s states during the Cold War.



Military Alliances Caused the most 
li i l d i l hpolitical and economical changes

• NATO, Warsaw Pact,
• Division of Germany into East and West
• Economics:  

– Marshall Plan, recovery of Western Europe
– Soviet model used in Eastern Europe, Soviet Union 

provided crucial market for goodsprovided crucial market for goods
• NATO Countries first to promote a United States 

of Europe during the Council of Europep g p
• Politically, the EU democratized countries under 

its rules for admisisons
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Putting it TogetherPutting it Together
Blog Entries

Instructor-authored, 
student-reviewed

1st Lesson: 
“Clickers”

2nd Lesson: 
Boards

3rd Lesson: 
Synthesis

Podcasts

Student-authored, 
instructor-reviewed

Repeat after me…Technology is your friend


