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Criminal Law Syllabus (Law 472) 

 
Required Textbook:  Criminal Law (sixth edition) by Kaplan, Weisberg, and Binder 

 
Components of Crimes 

 
Lesson  Subject Matter    Reading and Case Assignments 
 
Lesson 1 Criminal law and procedures   Pages 1-27; peruse 1031-1089 
  (Model Penal codes, Uniform  

Code of Military Justice, and 
  International Criminal Court)  
 
Lesson 2 Purpose and limits of punishment Pages 29-44; peruse 44-102 
 
Lesson 3          Elements of crimes (acts)  Pages 103-118; Proctor and Maldonado  
 
Lesson 4 Elements of crimes (acts)  Pages 131-148; Newton, Grant, Robinson 
       Johnson  
 
Lesson 5 Elements of crimes (guilty mind) Pages 175-195; Dillard, Wulff, Lambert 
 
Lesson 6 Elements of crimes (mental states) Pages 198-200; Faulkner 
 
Lesson 7 Elements of crimes (mistake)  Pages 213-217; Prince 
 
Lesson 8 Elements of crimes (mistake of law) Pages 229-233 Bray; 252-255;  

Cameron, Egelhoff  
 
Lesson 9 Causation (proximate cause)  Pages 259-264; Dyos; 275-277 Rhoades 
 
Lesson 10 Causation (intervening causes) Pages 281-289; Root, Hamilton 
 
Lesson 11 Causation    Pages 297-304; Kervorkian, Beardsly 
 
Lesson 12 Homicide (murder)   Pages 325-334; Franklin, Watson 
 
Lesson 13 Homicide (manslaughter)  Pages 340-347; Walker, Fraley 
 
Lesson 14 Homicide (manslaughter)  Pages 350-351; Rowland; 358-361 Berry 
 
Lesson 15 Homicide (unintentional)  Pages 381-385; Welansky; 400-403; Mayes 
 
Lesson 16 Homicide (felony murder)  Pages 427-429; Hickman 
        432-435; Gladman 
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Lesson 17 Homicide (capital murder)  Pages 453-470; Olsen 
 
Lesson 18 Homicide (capital murder)  Pages 483-488; Tison; 497-502; McClesky 
 
Lesson 19 Midterm Exam (50 points)  Review readings 
 
Lesson 20  Midterm Exam   Review readings 
 

Defending against Criminal Charges: Justification and Excuse 
 
Lesson 21 Justification (defensive force)  Pages 507-516; La Voie; 523-531; Leidholm 
 
Lesson 22 Justification (reasonable force) Pages 545-551; Goetz; 552-556;  

      Garner; 559-563; Ceballos 
 
Lesson 23 Justification (necessity)  Pages 563-570; Dudley & Stephens 
 
Lesson 24 Justification (necessity)  Pages 574-581; Unger; Warshaw 
 
Lesson 25 Justification (duress)   Pages 584-590; Crawford 
 
Lesson 26 Excuse (mental illness)  Pages 605-617; Serravo  
 
Lesson 27 Excuse (mental illness/insanity) Pages 624-631; Smith  
 

Attributes of Criminality 
 
Lesson 28 Attempts    Pages 657-666; Lyerla; 670-671; Murray; 
        674-675; McQuirter; 676-679; Rizzo 
 
Lesson 29 Abandonment and Solicitation Pages 684-691; Staples; Lubow 
 
Lesson 30 Impossibility    Pages 694-700; Booth; 706-709; Dlugash  
 
Lesson 31 Complicity    Pages 715-723; Ochoa; 730-739; Tally 
 
Lesson 32 Conspiracy    Pages 791-794; Verive; 800-802; Griffen 
 
Lesson 33 Conspiracy    Pages 806-811; Zacarias Moussaoui; Recio;  
        812-819; Lauria 
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Specific Crimes 
 
Lesson 34  Rape     Pages 863-870; Brown; 878-884; Barnes 
 
Lesson 35 Theft, Extortion, and Robbery Pages 939-944; Mitchneck; The Sheriff of  
        London; Chisser; Pear; 979-981;  
        McCormick; 984-986; Lear 
 
Lesson 36 Burglary    Pages 988-991; Colvin 
 
Lesson 37 Uniform Code of Military Justice Manual for Courts Martial 
 
Lesson 38 International Criminal Court  Statute of Rome 
 
Lesson 39 Final Exam (50 points)  Review readings 
 
Lesson 40  Final project (50 points)  Review readings 




