LESSON #28:  Focus on Problem Solving

PRIMARY READING:

    Precalculus: Mathematics for Calculus: pp.138-143.

OBJECTIVES:


1.    Understand the Polya Problem Solving Process:



Understand the problem



Devise a plan



Carry out the plan



Look Back


2.  Be able to develop a model based on known relationships.


3.  Be able to develop an empirical model based on unknown relationships between the data. 

SUGGESTED PROBLEMS: 


Average Speed (Precalculus, p.140)

A driver sets out on a journey.  For the first half  of the distance she drives at the leisurely pace of 30 mi/h; during the second half she drives 60 mi/h.  What is her average speed on this trip?

THINK ABOUT:

It is tempting to take the average of the speeds and say that the average speed for the entire trip is
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1. But is this correct?  What have you actually computed?  What is the meaning of average speed?

2. Read and understand the solution to this problem on page 140 of the text.

ADMINISTRATION:
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