
Today in Math HistoryToday in Math History……
-12 December 1901
Guglielmo Marconi received the first 
transatlantic wireless communication, the 
three code dots signifying the letter “S.” 
Already well known, Marconi, at twenty-seven, 
became world-famous overnight. 

In 1901, Marconi claimed to have received daytime transatlantic radio frequency 
signals (from Poldhu to Newfoundland).  When he used a tuned receiver aboard 
the SS Philadelphia in 1902, he could only receive a daytime signal from Poldhu, 
a distance of 700 miles, less than half the distance from Poldhu to 
Newfoundland.  At night the signals were reported to have been received 
several times further, and his successful transatlantic transmissions from Glace 
Bay, Nova Scotia in 1902 were made at night.  Marconi would later found the 
Marconi Company and would jointly receive the 1909 Nobel Prize in Physics 
with Karl Ferdinand Braun. 
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