
Today in Math HistoryToday in Math History……

-1 November 1809
Louis Poinsot named 
assistant professor of 
analysis and mechanics at 
the Ecole Polytechnique. 

Louis Poinsot was a French mathematician and physicist.  Poinsot was 

the inventor of geometrical mechanics, showing how a system of forces 

acting on a rigid body could be resolved into a single force and a couple.
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