
Today in Math HistoryToday in Math History……
-20 November 1711
Robert Simson submitted to a 
simple test of his mathematical 
knowledge and was duly admitted 
as professor of mathematics at the 
University of Glasgow.  His most 
influential work was a definitive 
edition of Euclid's Elements in 1749. 

Euclid's Elements is the most successful textbook 
ever written.  It was one of the very first works to 
be printed after the printing press was invented, and is second only to the Bible 
in number of editions published.  It was used as the basic text on geometry 
throughout the Western world for about 2,000 years.  Not until the 20th century 
did it cease to be considered something all educated people had read.
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