
Today in Math HistoryToday in Math History……
-21 November 1811
Gauss to Bessel: “One should 
never forget that the functions, 
like all mathematical 
constructions, are only our 
own constructions.”

Johann Friedrich Carl Gauss was a German 
mathematician, generally regarded as one 
of the greatest mathematicians of all time 
for his contributions to number theory, geometry, probability theory, 
geodesy, planetary astronomy, the theory of functions, and potential 
theory. 
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