
Mathematica 6.0 shortcuts
Changes from Mathematica 5.2 are colored red

Typesetting

Symbol Shortcut Keyboard

Most lowercase Greek letters Esc lowercase letter Esc None (except for π)

Example: α Esc a Esc NA

π Esc p Esc Pi

ε (cursive ε) Esc ce Esc

η Esc et Esc or Esc h Esc NA

θ Esc th Esc or Esc q Esc NA

ϑ (cursive θ) Esc cq Esc NA

χ Esc c Esc NA

ξ Esc x Esc NA

φ Esc ph Esc or Esc f Esc NA

ϕ (cursive φ) Esc j Esc or Esc cph Esc NA

ψ Esc ps Esc or Esc y Esc NA

ω Esc o Esc or Esc w Esc NA

Most uppercase Greek letters Esc uppercase letter Esc None

ab a Ctrl +6 b1 a^b

ex Esc ee Esc Ctrl +6 x E^x or Exp[x]

i (
√
−1) Esc ii Esc I

∞ Esc inf Esc Infinity

a

b
a Ctrl +/ b a/b

n∑
i=1

f(i) Esc sumt Esc 2 Sum[f[i], {i,1,n}]

∫
f(x)dx Esc intt Esc 2 Integrate[f[x], x]∫ b

a

f(x)dx Esc dintt Esc 2 Integrate[f[x], {x,a,b}]

∂xf

(
Means

∂f

∂x

)
Esc pd Esc Ctrl + x → f D[f, x]

√
x Ctrl +2 x Sqrt[x]

1 Ctrl +s means hold down the Ctrl key while you hit s.
2Fill in boxes as appropriate.



Other handy commands

• To see other shortcuts not shown here, place the mouse over the palette.

• To quit the kernel

– Type Quit[] and hit Shift + Enter or

– Alt v-q Enter Enter .

• To evaluate the whole notebook

– Ctrl +a Shift + Enter or

– Alt k-e-n (this command no longer works, and I could not find a substitute).

• To turn off spelling errors (to prevent Mathematica from printing a warning of the name

of a new symbol is close to the name of an existing symbol), type Off[General::spell]

and Off[General::spell1]. This command may no longer be necessary.

• Matrices

– To create a matrix (or table) hit Alt i-m-n.

– To add a column to a matrix, use Ctrl +,.

– To add a row to a matrix, type Ctrl + Enter .

• To merge cells (so they will all run when you hit Ctrl + Enter ), highlight the cells and

hit Shift + Ctrl +m.

• To change a cell from input to text, hit Alt +7.


