Class of 2011 West Point Bridge Designer Competition Instructions
Step 1: Get the Software – (if you don’t already have it from MA104!)
1) Go to  http://bridgecontest.usma.edu/download.htm 
2) Download/install the 2007 version of the WPBD.   
3) You’re done and it only took 3 minutes (with a break)
Step 2: Design the winning bridge - (already an experienced designer?  Skip to step 3.)
1) Fire up the program

2) Each step of the Site Design Wizard has a separate Help button – these are awesome and detail all of the competing costs utilized by the program.  
3) Select, or create your own template (bridge geometry), position the joints, and connect the joints with members.  If you make an error, the software will help you fix it.
4) After you test your bridge (truck button) check out the cost calculations and load test results under the Reports menu option.  These reports are also a great resource for optimization. 

5) Pay special attention to members in compression.
6) Your design will save (wherever you put it) as a bdc file.  

Step 3: Register your winning bridge
1) Go to:  http://bridgecontest.usma.edu/login.htm 
2) Start the registration wizard (button)

3) Select a team name, enter your info, then select the third option “I am not in the two categories above, so I am not eligible for prizes.”  Don’t panic, this is the open competition.  Our West Point specific prizes still apply.  You’re just not a high school student.  Click accept and continue.
4) Enter a second team member if applicable and then click the “I certify….” button.
5) Enter your email, select a password, then enter “USM34B” in the local contest code box.  Holy smokes!!! This is the ONLY WAY we can see your work apart from the other thousands of entries and award you fabulous prizes if you win.  Click “Accept and continue.”
6) Browse to where you saved your bridge and submit it!  
The website will immediately report your standing in the Worldwide Open Competition.  If you want to see your standing in the Class of 2009 local competition (the one that counts) go to: http://bridgecontest.usma.edu/standings/local/USM34B.htm.  This scoreboard will be automatically updated at least every 24 hours   ***This site is updated every few hours so your entry might not appear right away. 
Step 4: Improve your design

1) If someone beats your standing, it’s not over!  You can resubmit a new (cheaper!) bridge design as often as you want.  

2) How low can you go?   Good luck!

