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ABSTRACT: 
 

The current skill level of cultural awareness in most military units is critical for 
their survival and mission success. The problem is that they do not get the required 
cultural training necessary or only the company commanders get the training.  A solution 
to this situation could be found through the use of simulation systems. Virtual 
Environment Cultural Training for Operational Readiness (VECTOR) is a computer 
simulation program designed to aid conventional forces that frequently deploy with little 
knowledge of the cultural situation. Our goal is to identify and measure the intuitiveness 
of VECTOR.  Forty undergraduate freshmen at the United States Military Academy, 
ranging from ages 17-23, participated in this study.  The VECTOR group will receive an 
introduction and overview provided by the VECTOR software.  They will then 
participate in the scenarios produced using current cultural information from data 
gathered from Iraq and the scenario authoring tool within the VECTOR software.  They 
will complete three scenarios taking approximately ten minutes each.  The base group 
will attend a course conducted by an approved instructor on cultural awareness in Iraq.  
The instructor will receive the materials necessary to teach the class.  The class will last 
approximately 30 minutes. Based on the data, we will make suggestions based on 
intuitive evaluation in order to redesign the scenarios so soldiers who use this program 
will walk away with better cultural awareness training. 
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