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Liam Maskey

Liam Maskey is a former republican political prisoner, who joined together with a former loyalist prisoner in Belfast to set up INTERCOMM, a Belfast-based cross-community development organization aimed at building peace by tackling social and economic deprivation on a house-by-house, block-by-block, community-by-community basis.  Under his leadership, Intercomm is helping the people of Belfast emerge from a century old period of violent struggle, presenting them with practical solutions to problems that were once thought to be insoluble.  In the midst of ongoing sectarian conflict, he has developed and delivered grassroots methods of dealing with the combustible political issues that affect a broad and complex community.  Beyond his Northern Ireland efforts, Liam has worked with the European Union in Brussels applying and expanding the peace-building models he developed in Belfast.  He has studied, supported and mentored community-based peace initiatives in South Africa, Central America, Spain, and, most recently, in Gaza and Ramallah, focusing much of his work on maximizing the role of ex-combatants in social reconstruction and community building. In 2003, Liam was invited to the White House to be awarded the United States President’s Prize by President George W. Bush.

Major Neil Peckham

Major Peckham is the British Exchange Officer at West Point, a position that has been filled since 1965.  He is an Infantry Officer with The Princess of Wales’ Royal Regiment.  Major Peckham has more than 22 years of military service and in addition to his service in the United States, has served in Canada, Belize, the Falklands, Northern Ireland, Germany, Gibraltar, Macedonia, Kuwait, Iraq, Afghanistan, Brunei, Sierra Leone, and Kenya.

Dr. Phil Lancaster

Dr. Lancaster is a native of Canada and joined the Canadian Army in 1967.  He was commissioned into the Royal Canadian Armoured Corps in 1968 and served with various Armoured regiments in a career that spanned the October Crisis, the Cold War and Rwanda, where he served as Major General Romeo Dallaire’s Military Assistant.  He retired from the Canadian Forces in 1998 and began humanitarian work with UNICEF.  Since then, he has held various UN positions in Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and Afghanistan.  In August 2004, he returned home to Victoria after successfully managing a Mine Action project involving newly demobilized combatants from Afghanistan’s long running civil war.  Dr. Lancaster holds a PhD in philosophy from the University of Ottawa and continues to be active in both academic and humanitarian projects.  He is currently alternating between consulting contracts for the UN Development Programme in Sudan and working on a book based on his experiences.

Dr. Terrence Kelly

Dr. Kelly is a Senior Operations Researcher with RAND in Pittsburgh and a retired Army officer.  He recently served as the Director for Transition and Reintegration Programs for the Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq, where he coordinated a series of programs to disband Iraqi militia, negotiated agreements with these militias, put in place implementation mechanisms and handed the work off to the new Iraqi government.  Prior to joining RAND, Dr. Kelly served as the Senior National Security Officer in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.  Before that he held many Army field and staff positions, including service in the 82nd Airborne Division, the 8th Infantry Division, the Army Staff and Secretariat, as a White House Fellow, and in the U.S. State and Commerce Departments.  He also taught as a visiting assistant professor in RPI’s Mathematical Sciences Department and as an assistant professor in West Point’s Systems Engineering Department.  Dr. Kelly is a 1982 West Point graduate, and holds a PhD in Mathematics and an MS in Computer and Systems Engineering, both from RPI, and a Masters in Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College.

