SS490B Winning the Peace          Lesson 23: Role / Perceptual Awareness

	Lesson Objectives:

	1.0 Students understand how “the other” perceives them and their actions and how this affects their ability to accomplish the mission in theater
2.0 Students understand how they perceive “the other” and where those perceptions were formed.
3.0 Students understand how their perceptions could negatively impact their ability to accomplish the mission in theater.

	Homework:

	1. Read:
                   a.  ‘Body Ritual of the Nacirema’, by Horace Miner.


        b.  ‘Leveraging Culture to Effectively Lead in the U.S. Army’, by MAJ Remi Hajjar.


        c.   OIF data from company-level commanders about their perceptions of Iraqis.

2. Prepare a 1-page written reaction to the above articles.

	References:

	1. Miner, “Body Ritual Among the Nacirema,” American Anthropologist 58:3, June 1956.

	Prerequisite Knowledge:

	· None

	Lesson Strategy:

	· The intent of this lesson is to have cadets appreciate the way that they may be perceived by ‘others’ in a foreign theater, how they may perceive ‘the others’, and how those perceptions may impact their ability to accomplish the mission.
· This lesson uses a discussion with cadets about their reactions to the assigned readings as well as limited lecture from the instructor about related topics like ethnocentricity.
· Endstate: At the end of this lesson a cadet should understand the following:
a. How perceptions of different cultures form
b. How perceptions of others influence behavior
c. How perceptions may influence behavior in a manner that is incompatible with accomplishment of the assigned mission

	Exploratory Learning Activity:

	· Read Miner, “Body Ritual Among the Nacirema,” American Anthropologist 58:3, June 1956.
· Read ‘Leveraging Culture to Effectively Lead in the U.S. Army’, by MAJ Remi Hajjar.
· Read OIF data from company-level commanders (perceptions of Iraqis)
· Discuss reactions to the readings

	Lesson Admin Notes:

	· None


	Time

(Min)
	ACTIVITY
	OUTLINE
	INSTRUCTOR NOTES

	30
	Discussion
	· Student reactions to the assigned readings
	

	10
	Lecture 
	· Instructor shares knowledge about related theories / concepts such as ethnocentricity in order to enhance cadets’ understanding of the subject
	

	15
	Discussion
	· So what?  Cadets discuss how they can use the information gained in order to proactively prepare for their roles as leaders operating in foreign areas
	


