CPT Mike Gates, Infantry

KFOR 4B (OCT 02 - May 03)

OIF I (OCT 03 - MAR 04)

USMA 2000, International Relations

CPT Gates served in KFOR 4B as a Recon Platoon Leader with 3rd BDE Recon, 1st ID - His Recon Troop was responsible for a vast sector including the city of Gnjilane of 90,000 people and numerous smaller towns and villages. Duties included working with local NATO and UN officials for the continued establishment of infrastructure and maintenance of peace and protection of protected sites and persons. He lead a program that collected thousands of dollars of school supplies for poor schools throughout his sector and worked with NGOs to improve living conditions. Additionally he lead numerous cordon and search operations, recon and surveillance missions and personal security for key US and UN leadership.

In OIF I CPT Gates served as an Executive Officer and Forward Commander of a 150 man element from HHC Task Force 1-63 attached to the 173rd ABN BDE on Kirkuk Air Base.  In this mission CPT Gates and his soldiers performed a wide variety of missions including airfield security, convoy security throughout Iraq including one IED/small arms ambush, overseeing reconstruction to the Iraqi infrastructure and government systems, as well as obtaining funding for rebuilding and supplies to schools and medical care to local villages. 

CPT Jason Delmarty, Air Defense Artillery

OIFI (APR 03 – APR 04)

USMA 2000, International Relations

My unit was 1-4 ADA BN/ TF 1st Armored Division/ CJTF-7

I was a Battery Executive Officer from APR03 to JUN03 and the BN Civil-Military Affairs Officer from JUL03 to APR04 while deployed. The following is a list of activies conducted while I was assigned as a Civil Affairs officer in West Baghdad/BIAP/Rodwania area:

· Developed 3 interim Iraqi local councils, 2 INACs, 1 Nahia o Responsible for over $2.3 million in reconstruction projects:  23 Schools, 6 Mosques, 1 Women's Studies Center, 3 Fresh Water Station Centers, 1 Civil-Military Operations Complex, 4 Medical Clinics, 1 Canal Cleaning Project, 2 Sewage System Projects, 2 Water Pipe Projects 

· Managed 46 Iraqi interpreters, over $20,000 per month payroll 

· Developed actionable Human Intelligence

CPT Chuck Thompson, Field Artillery 

OEFI (SEP 01 – APR 02)

OEFIV (JUL 03 – APR 04)

USMA 2000, German Language

OEFI Infantry Company Fire Support Officer (Initial force deployment through Operation Anaconda)

OEFIV Artillery Battery Executive Officer Firebase Fire Support Coordinator Light Howitzer Platoon Leader

1LT Joseph Da Silva, Infantry

OIFI (MAR 03 - FEB 04)

USMA 2002, American Politics 

Unit - 1/327 (101st) Duty Title - Platoon Leader throughout the deployment

Summary

I arrived to the 101st on and signed into my unit on February 7, 2003.  Due to the stop move that was in effect when I arrived no platoons were available so I was put in the S3 shop as an assistant to the AS3.  We arrived in kuwait on March 1, 2003.  On March 18th my BC was forced to send out S4 to Brigade and due to the domino effect a platoon opened up and I was put in it 18 hours before the war started.  I had a grand total of 4 days with my platoon before we crossed into Iraq.  We convoyed to and fought into An Najaf as part of the effort to seize the city.  We spent a month there and when the "end to the war" came we were moved North to Mosul to help establish the stabilization effort.  While in the Mosul area we did everything from cordon and search missions looking for terrorists, insurgents, and criminals, convoy escort missions from the Turkish border to Baghdad, guarding oil pipelines, securing fuel trucks, running an Iraqi town - helping to rebuild infrastructure, clinics, establishing democratic gov't, etc.  In essence a PL was expected to be a master of many trades soldier, diplomat, wheat silo manager, etc.  

