Syllabus for SS399: Social Sciences Internship/Practical Experience (Vietnam AIAD)


Syllabus for SS399: Social Sciences Internship/Practical Experience (Vietnam AIAD)
Why cultural immersion?  Why Vietnam?

“We are trying to create a radically different state in a place we have little understanding of and were effectively cut off from for 15 years.”  
- Morton Abramowitz, Time Magazine 19 April 2004, writing about US involvement in Iraq.
The US military is both an instrument as well as an agent of foreign policy.  As a future officer in the US military, you should expect to face a wide-array of missions in ever-changing and often unfamiliar environments.  Sometimes it will be your mission to find and kill an enemy.  Sometimes it will be your mission to engage in nation-building activities.  Sometimes it will be your mission to be a diplomat for the American way of life.  Currently the US is involved in a magnanimous task – trying to build a democratic nation in the heart of the Arab-Muslim world,  a world of which most Americans have little understanding.  We don’t know the language, we don’t understand the culture, and we don’t appreciate the history.

This course is about learning how to learn about another culture.  You will read some historical as well as contemporary pieces about Vietnam.  You will read some pieces by American as well as Vietnamese and British authors.  We will travel Vietnam from south to north.  We will visit coastal areas, the Central Highlands, and the Tonkinese Alps as well as rural areas and urban centers.  We will see industrialization and development and we will do volunteer work in places of abject poverty.  You will keep a journal about your experiences and then do some reflective writing when we return.
As we share this experience together, I would like you to focus on the following goals:

1. Gain a deep appreciation for the Vietnamese society through cultural immersion.
2. Improve your understanding of the economic, political, and legal systems of a developing country.

3. Enhance your historical knowledge of Vietnam’s struggle for independence as well as our nation’s involvement in the Vietnamese struggle for national unity.

4. Enjoy the experience of touring a “far-off” and mysterious land.

When the trip is over, I hope that you will be able to enter into meaningful discourse when addressing the following questions:

1. Are there lessons that we can learn from our experience in Vietnam that can be applied to our current involvement in the Arab world?

2. How can you prepare yourself and those assigned to your charge for difficult missions in parts of the world for which you have little a priori knowledge or information?
3. In what ways should American policies on issues that involve or relate to Vietnam evolve to support our economic and security interests?

Course Requirements

SS399 is worth three credit hours.  There will be a total of 1000 points possible.



Pre-Departure Preparation



150 points



   Two-Page Book Review 


50



   Presentation of Book 


50



   Participation in Group Discussions

25



   One-Page List of Questions 

15



   One-Page List of Personal Goals 

10



In-Country Participation



350 points



   Journal Entries



50



   Participation Grade



300



Post-Return Reflection



500 points



   Trip AAR 




100



   2000-word Paper 



400

Your final grade for this course will be entered into AMS by the end of the add/drop period during the fall semester of AY 05-06.  The following grade scale applies:




Percentage Range
Grade




97 – 100

A+





93 – 96.9

A





90 – 92.9

A-





87 – 89.9

B+





83 – 86.9

B





80 – 82.9

B-





77 – 79.9

C+





73 – 76.9

C





70 – 72.9

C-





67 – 69.9

D





< 67


F

Here is a more detailed list of my expectations and requirements.

1. Pick one book from the list of books on pages five to seven of this syllabus.  Coordinate your book selection with MAJ Robbins/MAJ Calkins.  You should be able to find most of these titles at the library.  If it is not at the library, let me know and I should be able to get you a copy of the book.  
a. Read the book.

b. Write a one to two page book review (max 500 words).  Turn this in by 1700 on 26 May 2005.   (50 points)
c. Deliver a ten to fifteen minute long presentation of your book to the travel group during graduation week.  Date and time of presentation is to be determined.   (50 points)
2. Read all of the articles listed on page eight of this syllabus.  We will discuss these articles during our graduation week meetings.  The general notion is to provide each group member with a basic working knowledge of the contemporary issues facing Vietnam as a society, a culture, and a nation-state in the international system.  I want each group member to be able to understand where we are going in Vietnam, why we are visiting each particular site, and to be able to ask intelligent questions while we are in country.  We are going on this trip to be participants and not merely consumers.  I want you to have a working knowledge of Vietnam’s government, politics, history, geography, economy, military, and contemporary issues.


a. Actively participate in and contribute to group discussions during graduation week.  Meeting times are still to be determined.   (25 points)

b. Develop a one-page list of questions that you would like to seek out answers to while in Vietnam.  These can be academically oriented questions or questions of a personal interest.  I simply want you to write down some questions that you would like to think about and explore while we are in Vietnam.  Due by 1700 on 27 May 2005.   (15 points)

c. Develop a one-page list of personal goals for the trip.  These goals may range from the mundane (i.e. work out three times per week) to the practical (i.e. establish one relationship with a Vietnamese person as a long-term email partner) to the meta-physical (i.e. realize a personal epiphany for my life’s calling).  I am making this assignment to force you to articulate the things that you would like to accomplish from participating in this trip.  Due by 1700 on 27 May 2005   (10 points)
3. Keep a journal of your experiences and observations while in Vietnam.  Make a daily entry.  This journal will serve as your primary resource for writing your post-trip AAR.  The more time and thought you put into your daily entries, the easier the time you will have drafting and writing your final paper.  I will collect and review three of your daily entries (you may choose which entries that you will allow me to look at) while we are in-country.   (50 points)
4. Actively and professionally participate in our trip activities.  I don’t want you to simply be a consumer or a tourist.  I want you to ask questions.  I want you to participate in our volunteer activities with energy and charisma.  I want you to make a positive impression on the people that we meet and with whom we come into contact.  Also, I want you to understand that we cannot have any incidents of unprofessional, illegal, or immoral behavior.  I will assign these points at the conclusion of our trip on or about 19 June 2005.   (300 points)  
5. Write an after action report (AAR) of our trip.  The audience for this AAR is the Director of AIADs in the Department of Social Sciences.  There is no prescribed length for this AAR.  As succinctly, thoroughly, and efficiently as possible, ensure that your AAR includes the following items: a brief description of what we did and where we visited, a description of three to five personal “take-aways” or lessons learned that you will apply to your life as a cadet and a future officer, an analysis of three to five things that went well with the trip and the course (from an organizational and logistical perspective), and a discussion of at least three things that you would change or improve with regards to the trip and the course.  Your AAR will serve to help us make SS399 and the Vietnam AIAD better for cadets who take this trip in the future.  We will also pass the AAR on to the Olmsted Foundation (the trip’s benefactor).  Due by 2400 hours on 10 August 2005.   (100 points)
6. Write a paper with a maximum of 2000-words.  This paper may be reflective in nature and thus an expansion of some of your AAR highlights or this paper may be research-oriented (i.e. a description of or an initial cut at a proposed senior thesis or research project).  Either way, this paper should be a cohesive document with a thesis, supporting arguments, relevant evidence, and some sort of conclusion that articulates a lesson for military application, a policy proposal, or raises an important, significant question for further study.  This paper should include references and citations.  I want you to try to tie together some of your personal experiences and observations from our trip to pieces that we read before departing or to some of the theories that you have studied as part of your college coursework.  Please make use of items provided on the reading list or resources from previous course work when appropriate.  Due by 2400 hours on 10 August 2005.  (400 points)
In general, when you write a paper for me, I prefer that it be double-spaced, Times New Roman 12-font with one-inch margins.  Otherwise, you may present in whatever manner you deem professional and appropriate.  I will accept electronic submissions.  Also, I prefer that you not go over the word limit.  You do not have to reach the word limit.  If you feel that you can convey your thoughts and ideas adequately with 50% of my allotment, then by all means exercise brevity.  

Pick one of the following books.  Coordinate your choice with MAJ Robbins/MAJ Calkins.
Abuza, Zachary.  Renovating Politics in Contemporary Vietnam.  London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2001.


An analysis of the internal battle within the Communist Party over democratization, religious freedom, civil society, and economic reform.  Discusses the dissidents and dissent found within the party.  243 pages.  Medium to high level of difficulty.  For those interested in the processes of autocratic reform, comparative politics, or developmental economics.
Fall, Bernard.  Hell in a Very Small Place: The Siege of Dien Bien Phu.  New York: Da Capo Press, 1985.

A detailed analysis of the Vietnamese victory over the French at Dien Bien Phu in 1954.  This battle is extremely significant to the Vietnamese and an important part of their national historic heritage.  515 pages.  Medium level of difficulty.  For military history buffs.
Fall, Bernard.  Street without Joy.  New York: Shocken Books, 1964.

A military and political history of the early years of the war in Vietnam.  Takes a close look at key events throughout the period of 1945 through 1965.  The author actually died while doing research in combat in 1967.  Bernard Fall was seen as an expert on Vietnam’s wars with America and the French.  This book is considered a classic by many military historians.  382 pages.  Medium level of difficulty.  For those interested in a historical perspective of Vietnam’s fight for independence.
Lamb, David.  Vietnam, Now: A Reporter Returns.  New York: PublicAffairs, 2002.  

Written by a reporter with the Los Angeles Times who recently spent six years in Vietnam as the Times’ correspondent in Hanoi.  This reporter also served two years as a combat reporter with the Associated Press during the American War in Vietnam.  The book provides one man’s interpretation of the Vietnamese perspective on the “American War” as well as on contemporary issues facing the nation of Vietnam.  272 pages.  Reads like a newspaper article.  Low level of difficulty.
Nagl, John.  Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam: Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife.  Westport, CT: Praeger, 2002.

John Nagl is a major in the US Army who recently returned from a tour of duty as a battalion executive/operations officer in Iraq.  This book was his doctoral dissertation from his graduate studies at Oxford.  Major Nagl is a former Sosh alum as well as a former sosh instructor.  The dissertation analyzes a successful attempt at “winning hearts and minds” (Malaya) and compares it to an unsuccessful attempt at “winning hearts and minds.”  Major Nagl has been featured in recent newspaper articles for his attempts to put into practice in Iraq what he wrote about in his dissertation.  249 pages.  Medium to high level of difficulty.  For those interested in a fairly technical analysis of counterinsurgency operations and how we might learn lessons from Vietnam for our current experience in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Templer, Robert.  Shadows and Wind: A View of Modern Vietnam.  New York: Penguin Books, 1998.

A critical review of Doi Moi, Vietnam’s decade-long attempt at reforming its economy to be more market-oriented while still maintaining single-party control of the political system.  355 pages.  Reads like a newspaper article.  Low level of difficulty.
Tri, Vo Nhan.  Vietnamese Economic Policy Since 1975.  Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1990.

A historical analysis of Vietnam’s economic policies between 1975 through 1990.  Vietnam’s economy was in shambles for nearly 10 years following their war with America.  The Marxist-Socialist revolution failed to provide even the basic necessities of substance for the nation.  This book examines in detail the nation’s macroeconomic conditions during their revolution (1955-1975), their reunification and socialist transformation (1975-1980), their third “five-year plan” (1981-1985), and their attempts at economic reform and  renovation or “doi moi” (1985-1990).  251 pages.  Medium level of difficulty.  An interesting read for budding macroeconomists or those interested in comparative economic systems.
Turley, William S., editor.  Vietnamese Communism in Comparative Perspective.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1980.

A collection of articles, essays, and studies about Vietnamese Marxism, analyzed from a comparative perspective.  256 pages.  Medium to high level of difficulty.  Contains fairly technical political concepts.  An appropriate book for a student of comparative politics.

Wolff, Peter.  Vietnam – the Incomplete Transformation.  London: Frank Cass Publishers, 1999.

An analysis of Vietnam’s economic reforms of the late 1980s and 1990s.  129 pages.  Technical but readable for somebody familiar with general macroeconomic concepts.  Medium level of difficulty.  An economist might find this very interesting reading.
Read all of the following articles (in this order).

CIA World Fact Book.  “Vietnam.” 
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/print/vm.html
Koh, David.  “State-Society Relations in Vietnam: Strong or Weak State?”  Southeast Asian Affairs: p. 369, 2001. 
http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?AN=5202535&db=aph&
Nathan, Melina.  “Vietnam: Is Globalization a Friend or a Foe?”  Southeast Asian Affairs: p. 339, 1999.

http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?AN=3074022&db=aph&
Fish, Eric.  “A Cross to Bear: The Plight of the Dega in Vietnam.”  Harvard International Review.  Cambridge: Winter 2004.    
(Find on Proquest)
Gallagher, Henry.  “A Private Sector Surfaces in Vietnam.”  The World and I.  Washington: Nov 2003.        
(Find on Proquest)

Thayer, Carlyle A.  “Vietnam in 2000: Toward the Ninth Party Congress.”  Asian Survey: Vol 41, Issue 1, page 181.  January/February 2001.


http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?AN=4150102&db=aph&
Thayer, Carlyle A.  “Vietnam in 2001: The Ninth Party Congress and After.”  Asian Survey: Vol. 42, Issue 1.  January/February 2002.


http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?AN=6339824&db=aph&
Consolidated List of Important Dates

Date


Time

Location
Activity
13 May

1400

Taylor Hall
Discussion with the Dean
23 May (Mon)

0900-1200
Buekema
Vietnamese History Overview (MAJ Brad 







Helton, Department of History),Vietnam: 







Journey’s from War to Peace (Part I)
24 May (Tues)

0900-1200
Buekema
Book Report & Discussion, Vietnam: 







Journey’s from War to Peace (Part II)







Language Overview

25 May (Wed)

0900-1200
Buekema
Meeting with CDT Kha Nguyen








Book Report & Discussion, Vietnam: 







Journey’s from War to Peace (Part III)
26 May (Thurs)
1300-1500
Buekema
Book Report & Nike Case Study Discussion, 




1700

B117

Turn-in Book Review 

27 May (Fri)

1300-1500
Buekema
David Lamb, Reporter & Author




1700

B117

Turn-in List of Questions




1700



Turn-in List of Personal Goals




1800-UTC
Qtrs. 126B
BBQ 

28 May (Sat)

2135

NYC/JFK
Depart for Vietnam (Singapore #25)

* Meet at Lincoln Hall at 1730 on Saturday, 28May 2005 for ride to airport
19 Jun (Sun)

1045

NYC/JFK
Return from Vietnam (Singapore #26)
10 Aug (Wed)

2400



Turn-in AIAD Trip AAR




2400



Turn-in 2000-word Paper
12 Aug (Fri)

1700

TBD

Final Grades will be Posted

VIETNAM TOUR-Tri-Service Academy
Tour Date: May 28-June 17, 2005

Saturday May 28 (Day 1)

Depart New York City at 9:35PM for Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC).

Sunday May 29  (Day 2) In-transit.

Monday May 30 (Day 3) Singapore
Arrive in Singapore at 6:35AM. Overnight in Singapore. 

Hotel: Allson 


Tuesday May 31 (Day 4) HCMC

Take the afternoon flight to HCMC at 3:05PM/4:10PM. Upon arrival, our Global Spectrum representative, guide and driver will meet you at the airport and transfer you to the hotel for refresh. Welcome dinner. Overnight in HCMC.

Hotel: Bong Sen (D)

Wednesday June 1 (Day 5) HCMC
Morning introductory tour of HCMC to include the Central Post Office and visits to Reunification Hall. After lunch, visit the site for our Nike Factory tour that will begin at 1:00pm. Overnight in HCMC.

Hotel: Bong Sen (BLD)

Thursday June 2 (Day 6) HCMC
Morning tour to Nui Ba Den (Black Lady Mountain). Afternoon overland to Cu Chi tunnel complex. Return to HCMC for the night. Overnight in HCMC. 

Hotel: Bong Sen (BLD)

 

Friday June 3 (Day 7) Chau Doc

Early departure to Chau Doc.  Upon arrival, have lunch with the family and stay there until 4pm to start hiking the Sam Mountain. Overnight in Chau Doc. 

Hotel: Victoria Chau Doc(BLD)

Saturday June 4 (Day 8) Chau Doc - HCMC
Morning visit the floating market and then fish harvest. After lunch, driving back to HCMC. Overnight in HCMC.

Hotel: Bong Sen (BLD)

Sunday June 5 (Day 9) Hoi An 
Early morning flight to Danang at 6:20AM/7:30AM. The tour of the area will include the China Beach and Marble Mountain. Continue overland to the quaint fishing village of Hoi An and check-in to the hotel. Overnight in Hoi An.

Hotel: Vinh Hung (BLD)

Monday June 6 (Day 10) Danang-Hoi an
This is our other community service day. 

Overnight in Hoi An.  

Hotel: Vinh Hung(BLD) 

Tuesday June 7 (Day 11) Danang-Hanoi
Early morning flight to Hanoi at 8:55AM/10:05AM. Transfer to hotel and check-in followed by an orientation tour of Hanoi. Overnight in Hanoi.

Hotel: Galaxy (BLD)


Wednesday June 8 (Day 12) Hanoi-Halong Bay

Early morning drive to Ha Long Bay, stopping en route at Sao Do, a village devoted to embroidery, woodcarving and masons. Arrive in Halong and board a traditional junk for lunch and receive kayaking instructions with our guide. We then paddle to Ho Ba Ham (Three cave Lagoon) for our first exploration. In the late afternoon we paddle to Ba Men Temple for a Barbecue dinner. Great photo shoots at sunset with the fishermen’ offerings to the Whale God. We will have opportunity to do some moonlight paddling this evening.

Overnight on board.(BLD)


Thursday June 9 (Day 13) Halong Bay
Early paddle departure to Dau Be Island to visit the floating fishing village followed by some free time for swimming. We will meet our junk for lunch. In the afternoon we paddle the Lan Han Channel to an isolated spot, Three Peach Island for some more swimming and fishing if you wish.  
Overnight on board.(BLD)


Friday June 10 (Day 14) Halong Bay-Hanoi-Sapa Train
In the morning we will explore Three-Peach Island and take the final paddle back to Hon Coc. We return to Bai Chay by boat with lunch on board. In the afternoon we drive back to Hanoi. Return to the hotel in re-pack your suite case and have a shower.  We encourage you to once again pack light as we will be traveling by train and van for the next 4 days. In the evening (approximately 7pm) we will board the train for Sapa by way of Lao Cai.

Overnight train. (BLD)

Saturday June 11 (Day 15) Sapa

Arrive in Sapa in the early morning and visit the colorful open market. In the afternoon we will enjoy an afternoon hike through some of the local minority villages around Sapa.  Overnight in Sapa.

Hotel: Victoria (BLD).

Sunday June 12 (Day 16) Sapa -Hanoi Train

Full day trekking to the minority villages. Late afternoon driving back to Lao Cai to board the train for our overnight trip back to Hanoi

Overnight train.(BLD)

Monday June 13 (Day 17) Hanoi

We will arrive early morning in Hanoi and have an early check-in at the hotel. After breakfast we will begin our tour of the U.S. Embassy (subject to availability of personnel and arrangements) and the Joint Task Force.  Sometime during the day we will visit the “Hanoi Hilton”. Overnight Hanoi.
Hotel: Galaxy (BLD)

Tuesday June 14 (Day 18) Hanoi

An early morning visit to Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and House. Return to hotel for lunch where we will meet with Dr. Huu Ngoc, a very well known Vietnamese historian to discuss Vietnamese history and culture. The remainder of the afternoon is free to explore Hanoi.  Overnight in Hanoi.

Hotel: Galaxy (BLD)

Wednesday June 15 (Day 19) Phnom Penh

Transfer to the airport for the morning flight to Phnom Penh at 8:25AM. Upon arrival at 11:50AM, transfer to the hotel for check in. Afternoon tour to Toel Sieng Genocide Museum, Silver Pagoda, Royal Palace and Cheong Ek (the killing field) if time permitting. Possibly meeting with the US Embassy. 

Hotel: Sunway (BLD)

Thursday June 16 (Day 20) Siem Reap 

Morning transfer to the airport for the flight to Siem Reap at 8:10AM. Upon arrival in Siem Reap at 9:00AM, transfer to the hotel for check in and then start the Angkor tour to explore the South Gate of Ankor Thom including the Bayon, the Bapuon, the Terrace of the Elephants, the Phimean Akas, and the magnificent Angkor Wat complex until sunset

Hotel: Day Inn Angkor

Friday June 17 (Day 21) Siem Reap 

Morning visit Banteay Srei and Banteay Samre. Afternoon visit to Ta Phrom temple, which remains in its original state wrapped by the roots of enormous fig trees and Pheah Khan. 

Hotel: Day Inn Angkor

Saturday June 18 (Day 22) Back Home

Morning explore the life on Ton Le Sap Lake and the floating villages. Ton Le Sap is one of the largest fresh water inland seas in Asia. Afternoon transfer to the airport for your flight home at 4:35PM. 

Tour Package Includes: 

Hotel accommodations with breakfast. International, domestic (U.S. and Vietnam) flights mentioned above; Roundtrip train excursion to Sapa; all meals; Two 2- liter bottles of water per day, per person; Kayak excursion in Ha Long Bay, English speaking National Guide throughout the entire trip, all entrance fees, private transfers and transportation on tour, all gratuities to guides and drivers 

Not Included:
Personal expenses, all drinks (outside of meals), meals not mentioned on itinerary, and camera/video entrance fees and airport departure tax from Hanoi $14.00 per person (payable upon departure at the Hanoi Airport).
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