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Lesson 36
Intelligence and Warning III: Preventing Surprise Attacks

Readings:

1. National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States. The 9/11 Commission 
Report: Final Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United 
States. (New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 2004): 339-360.

2. Richard A. Posner, Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence Reform in the Wake of 9/11
(Rowman and Littlefield: New York, NY, 2005): 73-97 (you may skim the denser 
mathematical discussions, but exercise care to find and read the conclusions and 
implications, interspersed with the math, that Posner draws from these discussions).

Study Questions:

1. Both of this lesson's readings refer to Pearl Harbor.  Reflecting on the exercise we did in 
lesson 5, what is applicable from the comparison of 9/11 to Pearl Harbor, and what is not?
Implications?

2. Examine the 9/11 Commission reading through the lens of Posner's analysis.  What do you 
think?


