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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY
West Point, New York  10996
August 1, 2006
 REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF
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Department of Social Sciences

Dear Friends,


Hello from the Hudson Valley, which is currently at its most humid and hot thus signaling the beginning of Lake Frederick for the class of 2009.  We are ramping up for the new academic year, with a new slate of people beginning with the Dean.  As Russ mentioned in his final letter last March, both he and Brigadier General Dan Kaufman retired in June in great ceremonies that celebrated their combined 72 years of service to the Army.  I look forward to working with our new Dean, Brigadier General Pat Finnegan, the former Head of the Law Department.  The Social Sciences Department continues to have great people including 22 new faculty members preparing to educate, train, and inspire cadets in a few short weeks.  Among these 22 faculty members are Dr. Thomas Stocking, our Foreign Service Specialist from the State Department; Captain Amanda Gookins, our Air Force Officer; and, Dr. Kori Schake, our new Distinguished Professor of International Security Studies.  Dr. Schake recently left the National Security Council where she was the Director for Defense Strategy and Requirements.  She will continue in the great tradition of our previous distinguished professors, the most recent of whom was General Barry McCaffrey.  We are especially grateful to the Bradley Foundation, Mr. Tom Petrie, and the Class of 1972 for generously supporting the International Security Studies Program.


Before the summer, the Department, as usual, ended the semester in a great flurry of events.  At the May 2005 end of year Awards Ceremony, we announced the recognition of four outstanding instructors and the inauguration of the William Murdy Award for Teaching Excellence in the Department of Social Sciences.  Majors Jin Pak, Pat Howell, Brad Bowman, and Spencer Clouatre were recognized and will be presented the award at a special ceremony with Bill in the fall.  We greatly appreciate Bill Murdy’s generous support of this award that will help us recognize and focus efforts on the tremendous instructorship that has always been the hallmark of the Department.  In fact, we have another Sosh faculty member, Major Tina Schweiss, who won the Academy’s Apgar Award for Excellence in Teaching for her Winning the Peace course.  Also, the Model United Nations Team, under the leadership of Majors Pat Buckley and Chris McGowan, defended its world title for an unprecedented third year in a row at the world championship in Scotland.  The Debate Team, led by Major Tino Perez, also completed another tremendously successful season, finishing 10th in the nation.  We expect these teams to continue their great success next year and greatly appreciate the support of Jeri and Bob Whitfield who have provided a legacy for the long-term support of the Debate Team.


In addition to teaching, the Department continues to provide expertise and support to DoD and other agencies.  Our Senior Conference, Special Operations Forces and the War on Terror, organized by Major Jeff Denius, brought together some of the nation’s leading experts and significantly advanced dialogue and thinking on the war on extremism and the challenges of terrorism.  Our Combating Terrorism Center’s projects on the mapping of al-Qa’ida, public diplomacy, and work with SOCOM are on the leading edge of research.  Casey Wardynski’s team in  OEMA creatively initiated two officer retention programs based on graduate school for service and branch for service that now provide two of the leading incentives that the Army has adopted to enhance officer retention.  And be sure to look for the X-box version of America’s Army, which should be out just in time for Christmas (see www.AmericasArmy.com).


Just as the Army has been busy this summer so has the Department.  Majors Jason Dempsey and Steve Carroll are spending their “summer vacation” working on political, military, and economic issues for the Multinational Coalition Headquarters in Iraq.  Major Jim Walker has been in Afghanistan researching both counter-narcotics operations and financing, while working with the newly formed Department of Social Sciences at the Afghan Military Academy (headed by an artillery Colonel trained in Moscow) as its faculty prepares to teach basic economics to the Afghan cadets; Colonel Cindy Jebb conducted research in Chad, and Dr. Thom Sherlock did his field work in Russia and Central Asia.  I had the hardship duty, along with Majors Kyle Jette, Mike Yankovich, and Joe Scrocca, of working with the Partnership for Peace consortium (PfP) in Vienna.  On the domestic front, Colonel Maggie Belknap worked as a visiting economist at the New York Stock Exchange, and Major Darrell Driver has been working in Washington with the Army’s Legislative Liaison Office.  Of course many faculty members were supporting the Commandant at Camp Buckner (and coming in at night to lead the Sosh softball team to victory).  Finally, Major Bruce Terry finished Airborne School and, for the third year in a row, a Sosh economist—this year Major Spencer Clouatre—has completed RANGER school.   Clearly, Spencer missed the lesson in business school on the intrinsic value of sleep, food, or common sense.  

In addition to faculty summer fun, we had over 90 cadets deployed all over the world—from amid the instability in Indonesia, to Embassies in India, Panama, China, Singapore, Korea, and Chad to Crossroads Africa in Malawi, Ghana, and Lesotho.  We now give credit to three overseas summer courses led by faculty members:   Major Matt Abbruzzese had the hardship of accompanying cadets to the Marshall Center in Garmisch (facilitated by Sosh Alumni John Rose and John Reppert); Majors Sam Calkins and Ken Robbins led 15 cadets from all three service academies to Vietnam and Cambodia, and Major Bruce Terry led a group to Central Europe.  Of course several cadets worked domestically in projects throughout the nation, and the largest group of cadets spent time in Washington, D.C.  Many worked in the Pentagon, with other government agencies, with the Army and Air Force Mutual Aid Association, and several dozen worked on Capitol Hill.  Senator Jack Reed hosted an exceptional reception for all of the cadets, several senators and representatives, and a dozen senior Army generals led by Vice Chief of Staff, General Dick Cody.  The Department, Academy, and cadets are deeply indebted to General Brent Scowcroft, the Olmsted Foundation, Dana Mead, Ken Hicks, Walt Lincoln, Bill Murdy, and Patrick and Anna Cudahy whose support made all of these tremendously effective development programs for cadets possible.   

We have several new senior faculty members on the team.  Major Suzanne Nielsen returned from operational MI assignments in Korea and will succeed Colonel Jay Parker as Academy Professor and the Director of the International Relations Program.  Major Dave Lyle has been selected as an Academy Professor in the Office of Economic and Manpower Analysis (OEMA) to complement Colonel Casey Wardynski and also teach economics (which may allow Dave occasional breaks from the basement).  Lieutenant Colonel Kip McCormick will take the helm of the Combating Terrorism Center (CTC) this year, while newly selected Academy Professor, Major Reid Sawyer completes his PhD.  And the best news is that the Academic Board approved Colonel Cindy Jebb for nomination to be a Professor, USMA, and Deputy Head of the Department.  Dr. Thom Sherlock, one of our experienced civilian faculty members, will direct the Comparative Politics Program as Cindy assumes the Not-Head duties.  So if there is anything that you have to complain about in the Department, feel free to call Cindy!


 In fact, come to congratulate Cindy and meet all of the other Department members at the Department’s Fall Reunion and Tailgate, which will be on September 17 as Army beats Baylor.  Because of the new agreement with ESPN Classic, the game time is pushed back to 3:00 p.m., which will allow a great time for tailgating before the big win.  For those of you in the Department in the 1970s and 1980s, you may remember the reunions at the Olvey’s home.  Ramona and I have the good fortune of moving into the same quarters (32A Thayer Road), so we are reviving the tradition of holding the fall reunion at our house.  We start the day's activities with an Open House in Lincoln Hall before the parade and then tailgate from around 11:00 until shortly before game time.  The enclosed flyer has all of the details, or try our website at http://www.dean.usma.edu/departments/sosh/Alumni/Index.htm; please sign up by September 2nd.  If you have questions about the reunion, please contact Mrs. Lia Ashford at 845-938-6401. 

We sincerely hope you will be able to join us at the Fall Reunion.  

Best regards,

Mike Meese
Professor and Head

Department of Social Sciences

