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Department of Social Sciences

Dear Friends,

We don’t have complete records, but I think this is the first Social Sciences Spring newsletter that was written in a combat zone.  As I mentioned at the end of my last letter, I deployed to Iraq to assist LTG Ray Odierno and Department alumnus GEN Dave Petraeus with some of the planning for the war effort.  GEN Petraeus was right when he said conditions there in Iraq are hard, but “hard is not hopeless.”  He and countless others are doing a great job with a very difficult situation that will take a long time to resolve, but from my observation, progress is slowly but deliberately and effectively being made.  Much of the ultimate result is up to the Iraqis, but the leadership is working hard to influence that outcome.  There certainly is reason for hope.  I am on my way back to West Point now, but I and others in the Department will continue to stay engaged in the coming months.
One of the huge benefits of being in Iraq was to see so many Social Sciences alumni who are doing an absolutely spectacular job.  I could tell from talking with commanders, contemporaries, and subordinates that—as I would naturally expect—Department officers add the intellectual heft and leadership excellence to every organization that they work with.  We even held a mini-reunion at the 1st Cavalry Division Headquarters hosted by COL Toby Green (Division G-3), LTC Doug Ollivant (Division G-5), and LTC Brad Brown (Asst G-3).  It included LTC Jen Easterly from NSA, TF Justice Commander LTC Steve Miska, 1-14 Cav Commander LTC Jeff Peterson, Dr. Rick Brennan (on detail from RAND helping 1st Cav), and MAJ Gingee Guilmartin (working detention operations).   GEN Petraeus’ staff includes COL Bill Rapp, LTC Charlie Miller, and two Captains inbound to the Department—Derek Bennett and Liz McNally.  I worked closely with MG (ret.) Rick Olson who leads the national engagement and PRTs, COL Tom Cosentino at MNSTC-I, MAJ Len Lira with 25th ID, and John Stoner who is assisting with business initiatives.  While I was there, LTC John Tien and his battalion departed Iraq after doing a spectacular job in Anbar.  COL Dwight Raymond, MAJ Steve Carroll, and 1LT Jude Frank have three of the toughest jobs in Iraq advising Iraqi Army and Police units.   LTC Doug Winton, MAJ Joseph Kopser, and MAJ Sean Morgan were also in Iraq, although we never had a chance to link up. From my first-hand view, you can certainly be proud of the tremendous work that all Army officers and soldiers are doing, and I am personally gratified at seeing the exceptional contribution that our alumni are making to the fight.
Fortunately, with me gone, the Department continued to run smoothly.  COL Maggie Belknap took the helm while COL Cindy Jebb, our Not-Head, also assisted while still working in her sabbatical year.  The cadets are doing well in classes with the Department having a total of 476 majors in the top 3 classes with 136 International Relations majors, 72 American Politics majors, 43 Comparative Politics majors, and 225 Economics majors.  These numbers will certainly grow as the Army increases the size of the Corps back to roughly 4400 to provide an increased number of West Point graduates for the officer corps.  We are still keeping with the same class-size approach and are continuing to creatively manage the TDA to maximize talented Department faculty.  Along those lines, we are always looking for great Captains of all sources of commissioning to teach.  If you know officers who are interested, have them check our website: http://www.dean.usma.edu/departments/sosh/ and click on the Prospective Faculty link or contact the Department, and we will be sure to get them connected with our personnel staff.  
Although the cadets are only half way through with the semester, they are looking forward to their summer activities.  This summer more cadets than ever will be able to travel and have significant cultural immersion trips overseas thanks to several important programs.  Bill Murdy and Dana Mead have both generously provided for funding to support cadet individual development abroad.  Their example and the cadets who have richly gained from these trips have facilitated continuing support from the Olmsted Foundation and, for the first time, the MacArthur Foundation is providing funding to support cadets working overseas with non-governmental organizations.  

The Social Sciences Teams have continued to do well enriching cadet development in many ways.  The Army Debate Team continued its great success completing the season ranked 4th in the nation.  The team took championships at Kings College, Binghamton University, Baruch College, University of Vermont, and then swept both the Novice and JV Championships at the regional tournament, the Novice National Championship and finally, qualified a team for the National Debate Tournament (NDT).  Of particular note, the Director of Debate, MAJ Joe Scrocca, was named the Regional Debate Director of the Year and won the Peter Borsay Award for his contributions to the debate community.  The Army Model United Nations team continues its great success under the leadership of Dr. Scott Silverstone, taking first place this season at Yale, Georgetown, McGill, the University of California at Berkeley, and Princeton.  They are off to Geneva, Switzerland for the World Model United Nations tournament at the end of March to defend their fifth consecutive World Model United Nations Championship.  The Department Head is in Iraq and the Team is in Geneva…what is wrong with this picture?
The Domestic Affairs Forum traveled to New Orleans where cadets met with several city/state/federal officials to talk about the political, social, and economic aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Back at West Point, the Commandant, BG Bob Caslen, asked our economics faculty to go beyond the personal finance instruction that cadets get in SS 201 and focus additional financial readiness training directly for the “cows,” right at the time that they receive their car loans (this year’s loan is $30,000 at 1% interest—unfortunately alumni are no longer eligible).  This comes at a perfect time not only because of the cadets’ needs but because COL Maggie Belknap and Mike Marty’s newest edition of the Armed Forces Guide to Personal Financial Planning was just published as a shorter, and completely revised and modernized edition—available from Amazon and other outlets!
The most important team, of course, is the Social Sciences Basketball Team.  They won the Academic division and lost the post championship to an ODIA team, whose players were on average 10 years their junior.  Too bad we don’t have intramural economics!  We look forward to volleyball in the Spring and the coveted championship T-shirt!

I gave a full report on the Combating Terrorism Center and the Office of Economic and Manpower Analysis in my last letter, so I will just provide quick updates on each.  Dr Jarret Brachman, CTC Director of Research, testified before the House Armed Services Committee along with CTC Senior Fellow Bruce Hoffman on current terrorism challenges. You may have also seen the CTC and its Terrorism Studies classes featured on 60 Minutes and on the Discovery Channel in a special on The Long War produced by Ted Koppel.  We won’t let the media attention go to our heads, but the good coverage highlights our superb instruction to cadets.
[image: image1.wmf]To once again enhance the Army’s recruiting efforts, OEMA launched the Virtual Army Experience (VAE) in February at the Daytona 500. The Virtual Army experience is a high-tech, team-based experience designed to immerse visitors in the operational roles of Soldiers in the U.S. Army. This 10,000 square-foot interactive exhibit brings the Army’s popular computer game, America’s Army: Special Forces (Overmatch), to a life-size networked world that provides visitors with a virtual test drive of soldiering.  The VAE will be traveling around the primary Spring Break locations in Florida, South Padre Island, San Diego, and others to attract interested young men and women to the Army.  Some faculty members will have the hardship of leaving snowy West Point to spend some of their weekends ensuring the VAE’s success—a tough job, but we are up to it!
 
We are looking forward to the upcoming senior conference, which is entitled American Civil-Military Relations: Fifty Years After The Soldier and the State, and will be held from 31 May to 2 June 2007.  A series of experts are already preparing papers to look at the changes in the military, civilian leadership, and the conduct of warfare in the past half-century.  It should prove to be an important and timely conference.


Finally, I am extremely pleased to announce that the Association of Graduates has named our own former Department Head General Amos J. (Joe) Jordan as a Distinguished Graduate of the Academy and will recognize him with a parade and ceremony during graduation week this May.  It is an extremely appropriate recognition of his exceptional contributions to the Academy, the Army, and the Nation!


There are many other things happening with the Department that won’t all fit in a letter, and I hope that you will be able to join us at the Spring reunion to hear more about them.  The reunion will be held at the Fort McNair Officers Club in Washington, DC on Friday, 20 April 2007 from 6 to 8 p.m.  The details are on the attached flyer.  Please register with Ms. Joy Pasquazi at 845-938-6401 or joy.pasquazi@usma.edu.   We hope you can join us and our fellow alumni in April.
With best wishes from Iraq and West Point,












Mike Meese
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