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WHY STUDY AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY?
Why did the US invade Iraq and what are the long-term ramifications of this decision? Should the US contain or befriend China?  Has the President become too powerful in foreign policy?  Is a militarily strong, politically unified, and economically prosperous Europe helpful or detrimental to US interests?  What is the ideal role of the US military in confronting Iran and North Korea?  Why is al Qaeda targeting the United States and how should the US respond?  What makes the US unpopular in so many regions of the world and how important is global opinion to US interests and values?  How has US foreign policy changed and remained the same over the last two centuries?  To what degree should US popular opinion guide US foreign policy?  Does the US have a moral responsibility to intervene abroad to stop genocide?  Should the US aggressively promote democracy even if it endangers short-term US interests?   

These questions provide a sample of some of the policy choices and issues we will explore in this course.  As US citizens and future Army officers, cadets must understand US foreign policy.  US foreign policy affects our lives as US citizens and influences everything from the price we pay to fill our gas tanks to the threats that confront the US homeland.  More than ever, the policies the US pursues abroad impacts us here at home.  Furthermore, a thorough knowledge and understanding of foreign policy will enable US citizens to more effectively choose the nation’s leaders.  US citizens must be able to judge the policy positions of elected representatives in order to cast an informed vote.  Also, as future Army officers, US foreign policy could not be more relevant to West Point cadets.  The Army leaders of the future have a responsibility to understand US foreign policy.  In just a few months, West Point cadets will be implementing US foreign policy around the world.  In the dynamic international community and on the complex contemporary battlefield, officers must understand the wider foreign policy context that largely determines the nature and scope of military operations.  

COURSE OVERVIEW
This course examines the development and implementation of American foreign policy throughout US history.  It begins in Part I by laying out the foundations of American foreign policy.  These include the principles and values that American leaders have articulated from the founding to the present, congressional and presidential authority in the policy making process, the internal dynamics of policy making within the executive branch, and the effects of public opinion and electoral pressure on political leaders.
The remainder of the course is organized around the concept of “policy choice,” that is, how American leaders have defined the country’s interests at different historic junctures, how they understood the policy options available to achieve these interests, and why they chose particular means and pursued particular strategies.  Furthermore, we will examine the consequences of selected US policy choices.  As we will discover, at least in the last one-hundred years, there has been remarkable consistency in the key themes of American foreign policy, which have included the expansion of global trade and investment, the creation of international institutions to stabilize international interactions, the promotion of democracy, and the preservation of American power.  
Part II of the course explores US policy choices from the early 1800s to World War II, including the Monroe Doctrine and US policy in the Western Hemisphere, the Spanish-American War and the debates over empire, World War I and Wilsonianism, and World War II and US internationalism and power politics.  In the late 1800s and the early 1900s, we find American leaders wrestling with what it means to be a great power, and how that power was to be used (in terms of demands for international influence, the opportunities for overseas colonialism, and global free trade).  It also highlights the first opportunity the United States had to bring a uniquely American vision to how the international system could be reordered, to move away from the balance of power, to build international institutions to manage conflict, and to promote democracy.  We will see that President Wilson’s concepts for a new international system after the Great War, while unsuccessful at the time, set a precedent for future American presidents.
Part III examines the policy choices of the American superpower in the Cold War.  While the origins and development of America’s containment policy for the USSR is a central feature of this time period, we will also look closely at other choices made by the U.S., to include democratization of its defeated adversaries, Germany and Japan, and the creation of the “western system,” the community of industrial democracies that shared common political values, economic interests, dense networks of social interaction, and a commitment to multilateralism.  It is this “western system” that remains the core of the international system today.  
Part IV examines the policy choices of the “sole superpower” since 9/11.  The tragic and shocking events of that day revealed an important new phenomenon in the international system.  Relatively small groups now possessed the capability to inflict harm on nation-states to a degree formerly reserved for great power armies and navies.  The events of September 11th revealed a new international context that fundamentally altered US policy choices.  A new sense of US vulnerability, the proliferation of WMD, the assertiveness of Iran and North Korea, and widespread anti-Americanism challenge US interests and foreign policy like never before.  Part IV will examine the policy choices the US now confronts in this dynamic and dangerous world.  Some of the topics include the Bush Administration’s current foreign policy, US relations with other great powers, energy politics, weapons of mass destruction and rogue states, terrorism, democracy promotion, and the global response to US foreign policy.
COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Goal 1: Graduates of SS473 will understand current debates in American foreign policy.

Objective 1: Cadets can explain recurring themes and dilemmas in the evolution of American foreign policy.


Objective 2: Cadets can discuss different perspectives on defining American national interests.


Objective 3: Cadets can explain broad patterns of continuity and change in American foreign policy since the end of the 19th century.

Goal 2: Graduates of SS473 will understand the sources and process of American foreign policy.

Objective 1: Cadets can explain the many factors that influence the process by which the United States develops and implements foreign policy.


Objective 2: Cadets can explain the role of domestic constraints in meeting U.S. objectives in the international environment.

Goal 3: Graduates of SS473 will be able to apply critical thinking skills and an analytical framework to current challenges in American foreign policy.

Objective 1: Cadets will become familiar with important scholarly literature in foreign policy and foreign policy decision-making.


Objective 2: Cadets can use case studies to highlight foreign policy processes and patterns.


Objective 3: Cadets can explain possible future American foreign policy choices.

Goal 4: Graduates of SS473 will improve their analytical reasoning and oral and written communication skills.

Objective 1: Cadets can prepare a 3,500 word focused analysis of a case or problem that reveals useful lessons for future American foreign policy makers.


Objective 2: Cadets can employ logical reasoning and oral communication skills in group discussions about American foreign policy.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES
This course is organized as a seminar, which means that daily participation is essential to understanding the readings and developing your knowledge of American foreign policy.  We will analyze secondary and primary sources in this course, and careful reading of the assignments will be necessary to participate in class discussions.  The course also contains a large writing component, which will require preparation throughout the semester.  If you keep up with the syllabus, you will find this course both educational and enjoyable.

Grades will be based on the following: 

Participation (active, informed comments; discussion papers) 
100 points

Cadet Presentation
100 points

WPR 
200 points

Bibliography/Outline for research paper 
100 points

Research Paper
250 points

TEE Paper
250 points


TOTAL
1,000 points

1. Discussion Papers – During lesson #1, each cadet will select three lessons for which he/she will write a discussion paper.  The discussion papers will consist of a brief summary of the major arguments and a thoughtful critique.  A majority of the discussion paper should be devoted to analysis and critique of the reading.  The discussion paper will conclude by asking three thought-provoking questions related to the reading.  The purpose of the discussion papers is to encourage a thorough analysis of the readings, promote an informed and active class discussion, and provide the instructor an opportunity to help improve each cadet’s writing skills. During each lesson, the instructor will look to the cadets who wrote the discussion papers for that lesson to play an especially active role in class discussion.  The papers will be one page long; papers longer than one page will be deducted points.  Cadets will email a copy of their discussion paper to the cadets in their section no later than 2200 hours the night before class.  Cadets will send a courtesy copy to the instructor as well.    
2. Participation – A seminar requires informed involvement from all participants, and you are expected to fully engage in all class activities.  You must let the instructor know beforehand if you will not be able to attend a class.  Questions and discussion are welcome, and indeed are the means through which we all learn about the course material.  

3. Cadet Presentation – See assignment below.
4. WPR – To be discussed in class.
5. Bibliography/outline – See assignment below.

6. Research paper – See assignment below.

7. TEE – To be discussed in class.
Please note the following class policies:

ASSIGNMENTS: All assignments/exams must be turned in/taken on time.  An assignment that is submitted after the due date without previous clearance by the instructor (which will be granted only in exceptional circumstances) will have the grade reduced by 10 percent each day it is late.  ALL assignments must be completed to pass the course.

GRADES: To complete SS473 successfully, you must demonstrate achievement of the course objectives.  The grading scale for the Department of Social Sciences is as follows:

	Level of Achievement
	Letter Grade
	Percentage
	Subjective Interpretation

	
	
	
	

	Mastery
	A+

A

A-
	97-100

93-96.9

90-92.9
	Mastery of concepts.  Can apply concepts to new situations.



	Excellence
	B+

B

B-
	87-89.9

83-86.9

80-82.9
	Solid understanding of concepts.  Strong foundation for future work.



	Proficiency
	C+

C
	77-79.9

73-76.9
	Acceptable understanding.  Questionable foundation for future work.

	Marginal Proficiency
	C-

D
	70-72.9

67-69.9
	Doubtful understanding.  Weak foundation for future work.

	Failure
	F
	<67
	Definitely failed to demonstrate understanding.


REQUIRED TEXTS:  The following books must be purchased:

Ambrose, Stephen and Douglas Brinkley.  Rise to Globalism.  New York:  Penguin, 1997.

Among Nations:  Readings in International Relations.  New York:  Pearson Custom Publishing,


2006.

Gaddis, John Lewis, Strategies of Containment:  A Critical Appraisal of American National

Security Policy during the Cold War.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2005.

McDougall, Walter, Promised Land, Crusader State:  The American Encounter with the World

Since 1776.  New York:  Mariner Books, 1998.
Silverstein, Gordon, Imbalance of Powers:  Constitutional Interpretation and the Making of 


American Foreign Policy.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1996.

Smith, Tony, America’s Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy 


in the Twentieth Century.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1995.
Walt, Stephen, Taming American Power:  The Global Response to U.S. Primacy.  New York:


W. W. Norton and Co., 2005.
** You must also pick up the course reading packet at book issue (It has a light blue cover and is entitled “American Foreign Policy SS473 Reading Packet Fall 2006”).
ASSIGNED ARTICLES

Selected articles and book chapters are available in a course reading pack you must pick up from book issue; a number of other assigned articles are available through the USMA library’s electronic databases.  Many of these articles will be emailed to you in PDF format for you to print and read, others you’ll be required to find on-line yourself.  More details will be provided when necessary.

The instructor expects all cadets to review the news prior to each class, focusing on American foreign policy-related stories.  

READING ASSIGNMENTS AND TOPIC SCHEDULE
NOTE: All assignments must be completed before class.

I. The Foundations of American Foreign Policy

1. 14 Aug. – Introduction

Jentleson, ch. 1


(provided by instructor).
2. 16 Aug – U.S. Principles and Values


George Washington’s Farewell Address, 17 September 1796.

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/washing.htm.
President Bush Discusses Iraq Policy at Whitehall Palace in London.  19 November 2003. www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/11/20031119-1.html.  Focus on the first half of the speech.

George F. Kennan, “On American Principles,” Foreign Affairs 74 (March 1995),

116-27. (provided by instructor).  Skim this reading.  

Walter A. McDougall, Promised Land, Crusader State, pages 15-21, 37-38, and 39-56.
3. 18 Aug. – Presidential and Congressional Authority in Foreign Affairs

Louis Fisher, “Presidential War Powers,” 1-12. (course reading packet).

Louis Henkin, “Foreign Affairs and the Constitution,” Foreign Affairs 66 (Winter

1987), 284-310. (provided by instructor).
4. 22 Aug. – Emergence of “Presidential Prerogative” in Foreign Affairs

Gordon Silverstein, Imbalance of Powers (Oxford University Press, 1997), 65-79. 


Gary Reichard, “The Domestic Politics of National Security,” 243-251, 267-269. (course 


reading packet).
5. 24 Aug. – Presidential Power, Vietnam and the Congressional Backlash


Gordon Silverstein, Imbalance of Powers, 83-100.  


Louis Fisher, Presidential War Powers, 128-133.  (course reading packet).

Casper Weinberger, “Dangerous Constraints on the President’s War Powers,” 95-101. 


(course reading packet).
6. 28 Aug. – Presidential Leadership and Policy Making



Aaron Wildavsky, "The Two Presidencies." Trans-action 4, no. 2 (December 1966).  


(provided by instructor).
7. 30 Aug. – Public Opinion and Electoral Pressure


Lawrence Jacobs and Robert Y. Shapiro, “Lyndon Johnson, Vietnam, and Public


Opinion:  Rethinking Realist Theory of Leadership,” Presidential Studies Quarterly 29, 


no. 3 (September 1999):  592-616.  (provided by instructor).
II. Policy Choices of an Emerging Great Power
8. 1 Sep. – Group preparation for presentations.  The instructor will provide more details. 
Note: Paper proposal due in class during lesson 9

9. 6 Sep. – The Monroe Doctrine and Manifest Destiny
Walter A. McDougall.  Promised Land, Crusader State, pages 57-59, 68-75, 76-78, 82-98.
10. 8 Sep. – War with Spain in 1898 and the Debate over Empire

Smith, America’s Mission, chap. 2.

Sen. Albert J. Beveridge, “Policy Regarding the Philippines,” Congressional Record 


January 9, 1900.  (provided by instructor).

Sen. William Mason, “Civil Government for the Philippines,” June 2, 1902. 


(provided by instructor).
11. 12 Sep. – World War I and the Wilsonian Vision

Smith, America’s Mission, chap. 4.  

12. 14 Sep. – FDR, Resurgent Wilsonianism and Power Politics


Smith, America’s Mission, chap. 5.

III. Policy Choices of a Superpower in a Bipolar World
13. 18 Sep. – Democratizing the Vanquished after World War II

Smith, America’s Mission, chap. 6.
14. 20 Sep. – Creating the Post-War “Western System”


G. John Ikenberry, “The Settlement of 1945,” in After Victory (Princeton University 


Press, 2000), 163-214. (course reading packet).
15. 22 Sep. – Origins of the Cold War and Containment

Gaddis, Strategies of Containment, chap. 3


Mr. X (George Kennan), “The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs (July 1947).

(reading in Among Nations).
16. 26 Sep. – Trip Section.  TBD.  Date may shift.  

17. 28 Sep. – NSC 68, Korea, and Nuclear Deterrence [Film in Class]

Gaddis, chap. 4 and pp. 125-134.


Ambrose/Brinkley, chap. 7.
18. 2 Oct. – Kennedy, Johnson, and Vietnam


Ambrose/Brinkley, chaps. 10 and 11.

19. 4 Oct. – Nixon, Vietnam, and Détente


Clark Clifford, “A Viet Nam Reappraisal,” Foreign Affairs (July 1969).  

(reading in Among Nations)

Ambrose/Brinkley, chapter 12.
20. 6 Oct. – Reagan and the Evil Empire

Ambrose/Brinkley, pp. 303-332, 332-351.
21. 10 Oct. – WPR 
22. 12 Oct. – Drop:  Compensation time for research paper
IV. Policy Choices of the “Sole Superpower” after 9/11
23. 17 Oct. – 9/11, the National Security Strategy, and the Bush Doctrine

George W. Bush, “The National Security Strategy of the United States,” March 2006.


Linked here:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss/2006/
Robert Jervis, “Why the Bush Doctrine Cannot Be Sustained,” Political Science Quarterly (Fall 2005).  (provided by instructor).
18 Oct. – Dean’s Hour Lecture with Michael Auslin on China and East Asian Security.  TH348.
24. 19 Oct. – Managing Great Power Relations:  China and East Asian Security

Admin:  There will be no class meeting during this lesson.  Instead, cadets will attend the 


mandatory lecture on 18 October.


John J. Mearsheimer and Zbigniew Brzezinksi, “Clash of the Titans,” Foreign Policy 146 


(Jan/Feb 2005).

David Shambaugh, “China Engages Asia:  Reshaping the Regional Order,” International 


Security 29 (Winter 2004/5)


(readings provided by instructor).
20 Oct. – Dean’s Hour Lecture with Max Boot on the US military and US foreign policy. TH144.

25. 23 Oct. – Managing Great Power Relations:  European Union

William Drozkiak, “The North Atlantic Drift,” Foreign Affairs 84 (Jan/Feb 2005)

(reading in Among Nations).

Senator John McCain, “United States and Europe,” Vital Speeches of the Day 71 (Jan 


2005).  (reading provided by instructor).
26. 25 Oct. – Managing Great Power Relations:  Russia


James Goldgeier and Michael McFaul, “What to do about Russia,” Policy Review 133 


(Oct/Nov 2005).


Second Reading TBD.

(readings provided by instructor).
27. 27 Oct. – Drop: compensation time for research paper.

28. 31 Oct. – Drop: BIBLIOGRAPHY/OUTLINE DUE NLT 1600
1 Nov. – Dean’s Hour Lecture with Robert J. Art on U.S. Grand Strategy.  TH144.

29. 2 Nov. – The United States in Iraq:  Past, Present, and Future


“Roundtable: Evaluating the Preemptive Use of Force,” Ethics and International Affairs 


17 (2003), Byers, Betts, and Crawford articles.   


(reading provided by instructor).

President George W. Bush, “President Bush Outlines Iraqi Threat,” Oct. 7, 2002.


http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/10/20021007-8.html

John Mueller, “The Iraq Syndrome,” Foreign Affairs 84 (Nov/Dec 2005).


(reading in Among Nations).
30. 6 Nov. – Weapons of Mass Destruction and the Rogue State Problem 

Graham Allison, “How to Stop Nuclear Terror,” Foreign Affairs 83 (Jan/Feb 2004).

(reading in Among Nations).

Kenneth Pollack and Ray Takeyh, “Taking on Tehran,” Foreign Affairs 84 (Mar/Apr 


2005).

(reading in Among Nations).

Third Reading TBD (North Korea).


(reading provided by instructor).
31. 8 Nov. – Confronting Terrorism I


Michael Doran, “Somebody Else’s Civil War,” Foreign Affairs 81 (Jan/Feb 2002). 


(reading in Among Nations).

Jarret Brachman and William F. McCants, “Stealing Al-Qa’ida’s Playbook,” Combating 


Terrorism Center. (Feb 2006).  

http://www.ctc.usma.edu/Stealing%20Al-Qai%27da%27s%20Playbook%20--%20CTC.pdf
32. 13 Nov. – Confronting Terrorism II 


Admin:  There will be no class meeting during this lesson.  Instead, cadets will attend the 


mandatory lecture on 14 November.


F. Gregory Gause, “Can Democracy Stop Terrorism?” Foreign Affairs 84 (Sep/Oct 2005), 


62-76. 


Paula J. Dobriansky and Henry A. Crumpton, “Aiming High,” Foreign Affairs 85 

            (Jan/Feb 2006).

F. Gregory Gause, “Gause Responds,” Foreign Affairs 85 (Jan/Feb 2006).

(readings in Among Nations).
14 Nov. – Dean’s Hour Lecture with F. Gregory Gause on Terrorism, Democratization, and US

Foreign Policy.  TH144.

33. 15 Nov. – Global Energy Politics and US Foreign Policy


Daniel Yergin, “Ensuring Energy Security,” Foreign Affairs 85 (Mar/Apr 2006).

(reading in Among Nations).

Senator Richard Lugar, “U.S. Energy Security—A New Realism,” Address at the

            Brookings Institution.  March 13, 2006. 


Philip J. Deutch, “Energy Independence,” Foreign Policy (Nov/Dec 2005).



(Lugar and Deutch readings provided by instructor).

34. 17 Nov. – Drop: compensation time for research paper.

35. 21 Nov. – Drop: RESEARCH PAPER DUE NLT 1600


(Research Paper due NLT 1600 on day that class normally meets)

36. 27 Nov. – The Arab/Israeli Crisis


Readings TBD.

37. 29 Nov. – Promoting Democracy: Wilsonianism for the 21st Century?


Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and George W. Downs, “Development and Democracy,” 


Foreign Affairs 84 (Sep/Oct 2005), 77-86.

Bradley Bowman, “Realism and Idealism:  US Policy toward Saudi Arabia from the Cold


War to Today,” Parameters 35 (Winter 2005-06).  

(readings in Among Nations)

38. 1 Dec. – Global Responses to U.S. Power and Policy


Stephen Walt, “Taming American Power,” Foreign Affairs 84 (Sep/Oct 2005), 105-120.

(reading provided by instructor).
Pew Research Center Global Attitudes (specific report as assigned and provided by instructor) 

39. 5 Dec. – Future U.S. Foreign Policy

Walter A. McDougall.  Promised Land, Crusader State, pages 199-222.


G. John Ikenberry.  American Unrivaled:  The Future of the Balance of Power.  Cornell

University Press.  2002.  pp. 284-310.
40. 7 Dec. – No Class: Term End Essay Due NLT 1600
GROUP PRESENTATION
To ensure that cadets develop both their writing and speaking skills, and can work together productively, this course will have a group exercise early in the semester.  The section will be divided into four groups of four or five cadets, who will be responsible for leading one of the following classes (LSNs 9-12) on American foreign policy in the 19th and early 20th centuries:

A. The Monroe Doctrine and Manifest Destiny
B. War with Spain and the Debate over Empire
C. World War I and the Wilsonian Vision

D. FDR, Resurgent Wilsonianism, and Power Politics

Each group will select a cadet in charge (CIC), who will divide responsibility for the lesson among individual cadets.  The group will teach a fifty-minute lesson on these key issues:

· the external environment faced by the United States; the challenges presented by other states in the international system; the international opportunities available to the U.S.

· how key leaders defined American foreign policy interests

· the policy choices pursued, why these choices were made, and the logical link between policy choices and the interests pursued

· whether/how the interests pursued and policy choices made reflect American principles and values

· how the domestic policy making process (to include the president, Congress and societal groups) affected the policies pursued by the United States.

The lesson will be followed by discussion and evaluation of the class.

The group exercise will have four components, two that will require individual preparation and two that will require group preparation:

A. Lesson plan – Each cadet will be responsible for submitting a 1-2 page lesson plan to the instructor NLT 1600 hours the day before the group exercise.  The lesson plan should focus on the individual cadet’s contribution to the presentation, and should explain the objectives, specific topics to be discussed, and conclusions about this period in U.S. foreign policy.  The lesson plan should be at least three typed, comprehensive paragraphs.  A title page is not required.  

B. Quiz – Each group will be responsible for designing, administering, and grading a short quiz during the exercise.  The quiz can take many forms: multiple choice, identifications, paragraphs, etc.  It should not require more than ten minutes for the class (including the instructor) to complete.  The group may administer the quiz at the beginning or end of the presentation.  The quiz must focus on the reading for the day, and also may include questions based on the presentation.  Group members will grade the quizzes after class and return them to the instructor in the next class.  Quiz grades will factor into course participation. 

C. Presentation – Group members must divide the lesson equally and make sure their individual components fit together into a coherent whole.  The CIC will take the lead in organizing the presentation.  Groups may use PowerPoint in their lesson, but they should be careful not to rely on it in substitution of teaching.  Cadets are encouraged to prepare handouts, use short (2-3 minutes) video clips, photographs, maps, or employ other teaching aids if they advance the lesson.  The CIC must e-mail the group’s slides (in a single, cohesive file) to the instructor NLT 0800 on the day of the presentation.

D. Paper – Each cadet will be responsible for submitting a 700-800-word paper on their portion of the group exercise.  The paper should summarize key findings about the period under study and evaluate its significance for the development of American foreign policy.  Do not replicate the lesson plan in the paper.  The paper should contain a title page (and creative title), introductory paragraph, supporting points, and a conclusion.  Cadets may rely primarily on course texts, but they also must use at least three outside sources (books and articles; no more than one website, and any website used should be a reputable scholarly source).  The paper is due on the day of the presentation.  

The group exercise is worth 100 points (ten percent of course grade), and cadets will be graded both collectively and individually.  Collectively, the group will be evaluated for organization, preparation, clarity, detail, and cohesiveness in the presentation and quiz.  Individually, cadets will be evaluated for analysis, evidence, organization, and writing in the lesson plan and paper.  The assignment will be graded as a whole – i.e., a fixed set of points will not be assigned to each component of the group exercise.     

RESEARCH PAPER

ASSIGNMENT

Each student must write a research paper for this course of at least 3,500 words in length.  The research paper is an opportunity for you to study a topic in American foreign policy more closely than we can in class, and you are free to select a topic related to any historic time period you are interested in, from the founding to the present.  Be sure to frame your question analytically rather than descriptively.  This means that you must explore why the United States pursued a particular policy, why we find patterns in US behavior on certain issues, why specific decisions were made for a specific problem, or why we might find changes in policy from one particular president to the next or within a single administration.  For example, “What did the four summit meetings between Reagan and Gorbachev accomplish?” is a descriptive question, and does not have sufficient analytical heft for a good research paper.  But, “Why did the United States decide to pursue negotiations with the Soviet Union during the second Reagan administration but not the first Reagan administration?” is an analytical question, and one that is of interest to political scientists.
In developing an analytical framework for your paper (to help you answer your research question), you should draw from some theme(s) explored in this course, such as the impact of US principles on decision making, conceptions of how the US should use its power and secure its interests, congressional-presidential relations, the impact of public opinion/pressure or electoral incentives, politics within the Executive branch or presidential leadership.  When selecting a topic and a research question, you are encouraged to discuss your ideas with your instructor.

RESEARCH

In conducting research for this paper, you may not have trouble finding sources on your topic – but you will need to spend some time selecting useful sources.  The first four books you find in the library catalog will likely not contain adequate information for your paper, as you will see once you begin to conduct research.  In examining possible sources, you will need to consider what information the material contains, its reliability (Ex. Scholarly research based on government documents vs. ex-official’s memoirs), and the questions it may raise for further analysis.

Your final paper should contain a bibliography of at least 12 sources, and each source must be cited in the paper.  Your research needs to draw on a range of sources, which must include at least two sources from each of the following:

 Books

 Articles from periodicals, i.e., newspapers and weekly magazines (New York Times,
Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Time, Newsweek, U.S. News & World Report, Economist, etc.)

 Academic journal articles (Political Science Quarterly, American Political Science Review, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Diplomatic History, International Security, International Organization, World Politics, etc.)

 Government documents (Public Papers of the Presidents, Foreign Relations of the United States, State Department Bulletins, congressional hearings, etc.)

The electronic databases at USMA Library will help you find material on your topic.  USMA subscribes to JSTOR, EBSCOhost, Proquest and Academic Universe, which contain the full text of current and recent articles from many newspapers, periodicals, and scholarly journals, including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Foreign Affairs, and Presidential Studies Quarterly.

The World Wide Web (WWW) contains a vast array of resources, many of which may be useful in conducting your research.  Keep in mind, though, that you need to evaluate the material you find on the WWW just as carefully as you would evaluate printed material.  For example, who is publishing the website that you are using – an interest group, think tank, political party, newspaper, business, individual?  The biases of the author affect the credibility of the material and need to be considered carefully in deciding whether the source is adequate for your research. Also be sure to collect full bibliographical information for any source on the WWW that you use. (See below.)


PAPER PROPOSAL

You will turn in a two paragraph proposal for your paper.  The heart of the proposal must be a clearly articulated question that will serve as the guidepost for your research.  You must also provide some background context for the question that tells me why it is important in the study of American foreign policy.

BIBLIOGRAPHY/OUTLINE

You will turn in a detailed outline of your research paper and an annotated bibliography.  I will evaluate how your research is progressing and make recommendations for the final version.  This assignment is an important basis for your final paper, so prepare it carefully.

 Outline -- Begin with the introductory section of your paper, which should include your research question, its significance, the analytical issues raised by this question, and your thesis statement.  This section should be at least three paragraphs, and may be four or five.  Then present an outline of each section of your paper, focusing on topics, supporting points, and opposing views.  Be sure to include an outline of your conclusion, which should discuss larger implications of your case study for American foreign policy.  Be sure to use complete sentences to discuss each point in the outline.
 Annotated Bibliography -- Your bibliography should contain at least nine sources by this time, including two of each type discussed above.  Provide a short description following each citation of how that source will be useful in writing your research paper.  Follow documentation guidelines in USMA’s Documentation of Written Work and the Little, Brown Handbook.  Sources from the WWW should include as much bibliographical information as possible – at least author, title, and publisher of website – along with the Internet address, and the date you accessed the source in parentheses.
 General format: Typed, double-spaced (including bibliography and annotations), page numbers.  List sources in bibliography according to type (books, periodicals, etc.).

FORMAT/WRITING OF RESEARCH PAPER

 Paper must be typed and double-spaced.  Use a 12-point font, one-inch margins, and page numbers.  Submit your paper in a brown folder, and include your outline and initial annotated bibliography at the end.

 Paper should contain a title page with a thoughtful and creative title, as well as an introduction, body, and conclusion, with subheads to separate the sections. (The topics from your outline will help you develop subheads.)

 Be sure to provide complete citations (footnotes) for any sources you use.  Also be sure, of course, to include your final bibliography (does not need to be annotated).

 Remember that the best writing is clear and direct.  Do not waste space with long-winded phrases or convoluted sentences.  Say precisely what you mean.  Avoid slang and the passive voice.

 Double-check your spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
DOCUMENTATION

Cadets will document in accordance with the USMA Documentation of Written Work (DWW), the Little, Brown Handbook, and guidance above.  Needless to say, whatever you submit should be in your own words.  Direct copying of a text, or even copying the basic structure of the text while changing a few words here and there, constitutes plagiarism.  Failure to attribute information taken from sources also is plagiarism.  Be sure to cite all sources that you use, not just for direct quotations but also for ideas, facts, etc.  Per the DWW, the documentation must leave no doubt about the source of ideas, words, data, or products of another person or about the specific nature and source of the collaboration or assistance received. See the instructor if you have questions. 
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A. Research question

B. Significance

C. Analytical basis for project

     D. Clearly articulated thesis statement





II. Outline

A. Well-organized sections with supporting points 

B. Balanced presentation of issues

C. Concluding points

III. Bibliography

    A. Minimum of nine sources

    B. Annotation of sources

C. Combination of books, periodicals, scholarly journals, and government documents

IV. Style 
     A. Proper grammar and word choice

     B. Logical construction of argument
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A. Research question

B. Significance
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D. Clearly articulated thesis statement





II. Empirical Material

A. Well-organized sections separated by substantive subheads

B. Strong topic sentences

C. Balanced presentation of issues

D. Sufficient evidence and thorough analysis
E. Transitions

III. Conclusion

    A. Elaboration of thesis statement
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