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in 1907 won the Stock Exchange walk to Brighton and back,
and had covered at the Stadinm one hundred and thirty-one
miles in twenty-four hours. Though very far above my
form as a pedestrian, we agreed that if later a chance came
wo would tackle the rugged mountain facing Kermanshah,
one agcent of which he had already made.

Next evening found us at Quraitu, whence, after a hot
night journey, we reached Baghdad, where the inhabitanty
were more gaily clad than usnal owing to the Muhammadan
festival of the Id-ul-Fitr, which takes place on the termina-
tion of the Fast of Ramzan or Ramahdan.

During the morning I discussed affairs with the Acting
Civil Commissioner, who maintained that unless the troops
in the country were at once reinforced from India the
administration could not be carried on. As I had no reason
then to fear 2 combination of the tribes, having no idea
that our system of Government deliberately fended towards
such an end, and as I was convinced that the London
Temple of Janus would never open its gates until, to put
it vulgarly, * the fat was in the fire,” T continued to main-
tain an optimistic attitude. Moreover, as I have already
pointed out, T did not place great faith in the reports that
came in steadily and voluminously, and if even for a time
we lost the Huphrates railway, it could be regained ; while
as a line of communication the Tigris river, which could
not be tampered with, would still remain. Indeed, ghould
the tribes be foolish enough to cut the railway line, the
extremists in Baghdad, who were greatly respobsible for
the unrest in the country, would, with the population, be
the earliest sufferers, for all our steamers on the Tigris
would be required to feed the troops. In such a case the
extremists wonld have good reason to put pressure on the
tribes, provided, as shortly occurred, the whirlwind they
were about to raise did not get beyond confrol. Any
thought of obtaining an addition to my troops was limited
by the knowledge that I was expected in the autumn to
effect a reduction of a brigade of infanfry and two regi-
ments of Britizh cavalry, provided I could get rid of several
encumbrances, whieh T shall now proceed to mention.
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CHAPTER VIL
MILITARY ENCUMBRANCES.

gomw of the troops under Brigadier-General F. H. Coning-
ham, who had been engaged for several months in the
Upper Euphraties area, had by now heguan their long march
bhack to Baghdad. These, when they arrived, would give
me a useful addition to my small reserve there, and I had
arranged also to withdraw one battalion from the Kirkuk
area~—the 458th (Rattray’s) Sikhs-—whence it could be
spared, and make there other small reductions in garrisons.
But no sooner did I make savings in one direction than
my hand was called upon to go into my pocket again.
The Acting Civil Commissioner was now agking for a
detachment to hold Tel Afar, which is rich, and offered a
tempting revenue, and proposed in return to dispense
with froops at Zakho, where for a long fime no tribute had
been raised. The question of revenue was, as usual, upper-
most, for eredit or discredit depended on success or failure
in it collection. As Major-General Fraser, who commanded
the 18th Division in the Mosul vilayat, held strong views
about giving up Zakho, with which I agreed, I went to hig
headquarters by air on the 21st June, returning on the
22nd, and being piloted by Flight-Lieutenant F. Nuttall,
one of our hest pilots and mechanics, who, I regret to say,
craghed and was killed in Persin a few weeks later. The
result of my visit wag that arrangements were made to
garrison. Tel Afar, and as both the Political Officer, Colonel
Nalder, a most efficient and knowledgeable officer, and
General Frager were strongly opposed to giving up Zakho,
which might lead to fresh trouble on the border, I agreed
to maintain the little garrison there.
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During my brief absence from Baghdad the eivil ad.
ministration had, with the help of troops and armoured.
cars, which were sent to Iarbala, arrested ten oub of
thirteen men whe had been congpiring againgt the Politieal
Officer, and sharing in an agitation which was in progress
there. These arrests were, I imagine, somewhat belated,
more particularly in the case of one of them ; and it seems
probable that if, even at the eleventh hour, the chief agitators
had been seized and hanged or otherwise appropriately
dealt with, the insurreetion which was now at hand would
not have taken place. Tn such matters it is impossible
to speak with certainfy, but I heard some months later of
one shaikh of importance who, with tears in his eyes, had
pressed when in Baghdad that such action should be taken,
as otherwise he would find himself, having no quarrel with
the Government, in the nnenviable position of being forced
to take wp arms against us, so as to save his life at the hands
of his tribe. T fully sympathised with men who were
placed in so difficult a position, and later did my bhest to
have them treated lemiently.

I had previously tried to get rid of one of my encum-
brances, the 14,036 Turkish prisoners, a number of whom
had succeeded in escaping, and were roaming about the
country, no doubt doing nothing which would tend towards
its pacification. T now once more took up the matber,
hut it was inevitable that they should remain on my hands
for some time longer,

Besides these prisoners, there were the camps of the
Agyyrian and Armenian refugees, a military encumbranee,
of which I shall have more to say later on, which cost our
country £90,000 3 week. The question of their repatriation
was 2 thorny one and difficult in the extreme to solve,
and as far as could be judged there was no prospect of their
immediate departure to their former homes or elsewhere.
it was easy o foresee that in the event of an extensive
rising these refugees, amounting in all to fifty-seven thou-
gand of all ages and gexes, would become a considerable
cauge of anxiety.

But a far greater one lay in the large number of British
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women and children in the country—the families of officers,
pon-commissioned officers, and men, not to speak of the
wives of Political Officers and others who were geattered
about the country, in some cases in places where only levies
formed the garrison. So far ag I was able to ascerbain,
the nwnber amounted to five hundred and fifty-one women
and three hundred and seventy-seven children.

It may here be of interest to touch wpon the gquestion
of the presence of the British women and children, as
the matter is one which during the insurrection caused a
good deal of comment in the Press ab home, some of it
extremely ill-informed.

So far as I have been able to ascertain, the idea of allow-
ing the wives and children of officers to come to Mesopo-
tamia was first considered in the spring of 1919. In the
Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force there were then a
pumber of officers, chiefly among those quartered at Bagh-
dad and Basrah, who had been separated from their families
throughout the whole course of the war, and who saw little
or no progpect of obtaining leave from the country in the
near future, These officers, who remind one in an inverse
gense of the mountain and Muhammad, were naturally
anxious to solve the difficulty by obtaining permission for
their wives to join them, and the latter, it may be assumed,
desired to bring fhe lengthy separation to an end. The
country at this time was to outward appearances quiet,
and that a little more than a year later it would become
unsafe throughout its length and breadth was not foreseen,

The first reference home regarding this domestic matter
took the somewhat unromantie but solid form of an asger-
tion to the effect that the Director of Works had been
authorised to hegin making arrangements to provide furni-
ture for ladies coming to Mesopotamia in the autumn,
What occurred in the interval T do not know, but there
was the usual delay in getting a reply. This is explicable
by the fact of the nocessity of referring a matter, which
involved the expenditure of a considerable sum of money,
to several branches of the War Office,

On the 30th June, however, one of these branches, other
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than the one concerned with furniture or finance, tele-
graphed that the provision of passages for wives of officers,
as well as those of other ranks, was under consideration,
and views from Mesopotamia on the subject were solicited,
It was pointed out that it appeared, from a letter which had
been received from the Inmspector-General of Communica-
tions at Basrah, that permission had already been accorded
to wives of officers to proceed to Mesopotamia, but no
sanction for thiz procedure had been given by the Army
Counecil. This led to further exchanges of felegrams, and
by September 1919 the matter had gone so far that the
War Office was told that families eould be aecommodated
in camps, and that a hill-station was available in the Persian
hills where those among them who would not or eould not
go to India during the hot weather could be located. The
War Office, commendably anxious for the welfare of the
married families, seem to have had a little suspicion of the
scheme, for, on the 20th September, the General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief was informed that the Army Couneil
would not give permission for families to accompany or
follow units in which their hushands were serving, without
a clear and authoritative statement that good and suffi.
cient accommodation for the whole twelve months of the
year wag available both for officers’ families and those of
other ranis.

TFrom Mesopotamia came the reply that excellent family
camps had been arranged by units for all ranks until April,
when families would move to a camp in the Persian hills,
Some uwnit cornmanders and other more senior officers dig-
liked the idea of the families coming to the country, but
their wishes in the matter were not consulfed or were
overruled, Thus the families began arriving in Mesopo-
tamia in January 1920, and after staying for a few weeks
in camp at the various stations where British troops were
guartered, moved to Karind, in the Persian hills, in April.

The question of the desirability of allowing families of
married soldiers, as distinet from those of officers, to come
to a country sueh as Mesopotamia is one on which T hold
a strong opinion, and which differs from that of my pre-
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decessor, who had leffi the country before my arrival. I
have the advantage of actual experience on the subject,
a8 when he left the married families had not arrived. My
opinion, though it is much strengthened by the abnormal
ocourrences of last year, is based on the fundamental
unsuitability of Mesopotamia as a place of residence for
white women and children. The country, unlike India, is
devoid of all the ordinary amenities of life, and possesses no
hill-station—unless by the favour of the Shah of Persia. I
will not dilate further on this matter, as my official opinion
with my reasens for it are recorded at the proper place,
I eannof speak too highly of the arrangements which
were made for the comfors and wellbeing of the families
pefore I came to Mesopotamia. No complaint ever reached
my ears, and I think there was no eauge for any, though
trivial points came up, all of which were rectified at once.
PBefore leaving England I happened to hear of the project
for sending married families to the country to which I
would shortly be bound, and the idea was most repugnant
to me. In the spring, however, when a telegram came
to me from India inquiring whether I would care to refiain
there for the summer months the families who were then
arriving in that country en reute for Mesopotamia, I de-
clined. My reasons were that I was new to the country,
and did not, any more than my predecessor, consider that
the local unrest, which was then but slight, would reach
dangerous proportions ; and I realised what a bitter dis-
appointment it would be if, at the eleventh hour, I con-
curred in the continued separation between man and wife.
In fact, the matier had gone too far, and I felt bound to
aceept & scheme of which I strongly disapproved.

Not long after I reached Baghdad the families began
moving to Karind, which I had twice visifed with General
Hambro, my senior administrative staff officer, who had
been responsible for the arrangements for their comfort
there and elsewhere,

The hill-gtation, which is not in any way comparable
to the Indian hill-stations, where the families were to pass
the summer, as well as certain troops, mention of whom hag
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previously been made, is situated on the north side of a
valley which is enclosed on both sides by high hills whose
sides are in places precipitous. Thevalleyaverages about five
thousand feet above sea-level, and opens oubt at myﬁﬁﬁmv
where it is less than a mile in widil, to from five to six miles
near its ecastern end, sixteen miles towards Kermanshah.

The hille vise gently from the plain, and the débris
from them forms the prineipal component of the surface
goil of the valley, through which outcrops of rock penetrate
here and there. The soil generally on the slopes is very
absorbent, and so keeps the surface dry. In spring and
early summer the valley is tinged green by grass and her-
baceous plants. Here and there are wild flowers, such as
anemones and poppies, which give the scene, at those
seasons only, a gomewhat pleasing aspect.

Near the little town of Karind, where water is available,
froit-trees, vines, vegetables, and grain grow freely. In
other parts of the valley small plants shrivel up and die
from drought under the heat of the summer sun. Fxeept
for a few trees near Karind there is nothing of that nature

beyond a belt of bushes and shrubs, chiefly stunted oak,’

which lines the berders of the valley, and climbs some little
distance up the hills,

The climate proved healthy, and would undoubtedly have
heen more 50 had there been quarters for the occupants to
live in, more or less free from dust, in place of tents, the tem-
perature in which sometimes rose to 94 degrees F'ahrenheit.

Sar-i-Mil, which I have mentioned, and which is abount
four miles from Karind, was selected as a Headquarters
camp. It is a few hundred feet higher than Karind, and,
like that place, escapes the scourge of the malarial mios-
quito, although three-quarters of a mile west of it the
inhabitants are infected by that pest.

To Sar-i-Mil the greater portion of my staff had already
gone, while representatives of the several branches re-
mained at Baghdad. It was intended to give the officers
and clerks in turn a change of air, and as this was the
first atbtempt to open a hill-station for the force, I proposed
myself to inaugurate it. And here I may mention one of
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the peculiarities of Mesopotamia, which is that, unlike
every ofher station of the British Army, there are mo
facilities either for leave in the counfry or for creating a
sgnaborium for those who are sick or convalescent, or whom
it is desirable fo spare the great heat of the plaing, In
1020 we utilizsed Karind in Persia, which wag flattered with
the name of ‘° hill-station,” but the reduction of troops
made the guarding of the route there Impossible in 1921,
Conzequently those quartered in Mesopotamia must either
wait until they have been long enough in the country to
entitle them to take leave to the United Kingdom—an
expensive journey in these days—or go through the Persian
Gulf and back, at the hottest season of the year, and travel
acrogs India to the hills at a time when train-journeys

- are best avoided. With regard to sick, convalescent, and

certain others, as it would obviously be dangerous fo
transfer them home or to India during the hot weather,
they are obliged to hear as best they can the heat of the
country, which enjoys, in the towns ab any rate, a fietitious
reputation for cool nights.

Before leaving Baghdad T told the Aecting Civil Com-
missioner that, if there were any matter outside the ordi-
nary routine work with which my staff who were left there
were incompetent to deal, I could be at that ecity in a few
hours by aeroplane, as a landing-place close to my camp
in the hills had been arranged, or, it he preferred it, he
conld come to me.

T make no secret of the fact that T disliked the idea of
remaining at Baghdad throughout the hot weather, where
it was not easy, except for an hour or two in the late after-
noon, to obtain sufficient exercise to preserve health. On
the other hand, Sar-i-Mil was only a short distance trom
Karind, where there were troops of all arms and excellent
ground for training, which would aflord plenty of occupa-
tion outside office hotrs.

On the night of the 24th Jane T left Baghdad for Sari-
Mil, which T reached next day, and where neither I nor
my staff were to remain for long, sinee the threatened
insurrection was at lasét on the point of breaking out,
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CHAPTER VIIL
STATISTICS AND OTHER MATTERS.

I REGRET that, for a proper appreciation of much that
follows, it is unavoidable that amongst other matiers the
somewhat dry subject of figures should be touched upon,
The exposition will be as brief as possible, and defails
relegated to an appendix (No. IV.); bub the misconception
in the public mind at home as to the fighting strength of
the forces in Mesopotamia demands an explanation.

At the time that the outbreak occurred the troops under
my command, exclugive of those in Persia, in transit, and
sick (who amounted approximately to 4800 British and
8000 Indian), numbered in round figures 7200 British and
53,000 Indian soldiers, or, in all, some 60,200 men. In
the grand total are included 3000 British and 23,000 Indian
troops, who were employed on non-combatant duties in
various departmental services, and whose numbers, as in
the case of guards, had been cut down as low as possible.
To have reduced them still further, desirable as it was,
would have been to accept unjustifiable risks, and amongst
other things encourage peculation on an even rore exten-
sive seale than that from which we suffered. Appeals
for the provision of regular departmental personnel had,
owing to recruiting difficulties at home, been made in
vain ; and, unsatisfactory as it was to find over a third
of one’s combatant foree locked up where their services,
though necessary, were useless in the field, the situation
had to be accepied.

Besides the total of 60,200 combatants, there was in
Mesopotamia an almost similar number of Indian followers,

STATISTICS AND OTHER MATTERS 65

of whom only BB00 formed what are called regimental
pstablishments., . The balance consisted of the personnel
of Labour Corps, the Inland Water Transport, water-supply
stations, electrie-lighting and ice-making establishments,
and dairy-farms. But the last and largest total amounted
to 80,000 souls, all of whom were also rationed by the army.
These included the prisoners of war and the refugees al-
ready mentioned, and those, over and above true military
personnel, who were employed in civil and quasi-eivil
geoupations.

And at this point I must mention that, although the
civil administration had relieved the army of the railways
throughout the country, there were many establishments
which were properly their concern, bubt the charge of which
they were not in a position to undertake. Some of these
I have emnmerated above, and of them, with the exception
of the Inland Water Transport, which had obviously to
retain its military character whilst the danger of a rising
threatened, I would gladly have washed my hands. But
even it had a civil as well as a military purpose, for a large
number of additional vessels had to be kept in commission
to carry out the work of distribution of nearly nineteen
hundred tons a week of all natures of oil, which included
fuel oil for railways and power-houses, paraffin for the
cormoner type of internal-eombustion engines, and petrol
for aviation and motor-cars. It may create surprise among
thoge who read the preceding sentences to learn that a
British Army should be so immersed in conecerns which
in most countries are controlied either by private enter-
prise or the local government. Bub Mesopotamia under
the Turks had almost none of the requirements of o modern
army, and it had needed the ability and energy of my several
predecessors since 1914, not to mention the purses of the
British taxpayers, to build up the elaborate system whereby
the army may literally be said to have ““ run the country.”

This fact has, I think, been overlooked in some degree
by those who have hurled charges of extravagance in

- military administration in Mesopotamia. War at best is

an expensive luxury, and when waged in such a distant
E
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country by a modern army the bill musé necessarily be a
heavy one. However, I am not concerned to defend such
charges, and can only gpeak regarding my own period of
command, when rigid economy, not to say frugality, was
enforced. :

I have already stated the fact of the inability of the
civil administration to assist in the matter of relieving the
army of what was a civil burden, and I was anxious, as
goon as the necessary knowledge came into my possession,
that commercial firms should share in the spoil, provided
always that military Hmﬁﬁamgmimtpwm of this T was not
satisfled—were met. But the insurrection intervened, and
this important matter had to be deferred.

RBefore T leave this subject I would interpolate, although
perhaps somewbhat premafurely, what occurred later with
regard to i, when the country, after the insurgents had
submitted, returned to normal conditions.

In January 1921 the British Chamber of Commerce in
Baghdad addressed to the High Commissioner a memo-
randum in which they expressed the opinion that the heavy
military expenditure then being incurred in Mesopotamia
was largely avoidable. They stated that in great parb
the expenditure was not directed towards the legitimate

needs of the combatant force necessary to provide for the
security of the country and the elaboration and completion
of the scheme of self-government already inaungurated.
In particular, the Chamber instanced as examples of nn-
necessary expenditure the Inland Water Transport, the
Flectrical and Mechanical Seetion, the Labour Directorate, -
the Department of Military Works, and the Mechanieal

Transpert Department. In conclusion, the Chamber ex-

pressed the fear that the intolerable cost of the army in

Megopotamia would lead to its withdrawal under pressure

of publie opinion in England, and that such action would

be disastrous to long-established British interests in Meso-
potamia and the future of British trade in the country.
This memorandum was forwarded to me by the High

Commissioner, with the suggestion that representatives of

the civil administration and of the army should meeb

STATISTICS AND OTHER MATTERS 67

H,oﬁummm.ﬁgaqmm of the Chamber of Commerce and discuss
the points at issue. In reply T stated that T cordially
weleomed the proposal, and expressed my entire m_muacnug_ﬁ
with the Chamber of Commerce on the general question of
the desirability of rigid economy in army expenditure. I
added that I was ready to examine any suggestions i.”;o_w
the Chamber of Commerce might put forward, in the hope
that ways of reducing the cost of the army in mammﬁuogsumk
without impairing its efficiency, might be dizcovered ’

As a resulb of this memorandum a joint aobmmammo.@ took
place on the 15th February. It then at once became evident;
that the Chamber of Commerce had failed to %Emam_eou
many of the factors in the problem which the .Emmgﬁq

© administrative staff had to solve, Tor example, in reply

wo. ﬁ.r@:q contention that the mercantile shipping on the
Tigris could have carried all military stores at noﬁﬂﬁ%@g

less cost than the Inland Water Transport, it was mwwimu.uw
that during the summer of 1920, when the influx Em. H.oo\m.
aw deal with the Arab insurrection caused demands hww
river tramsport which the Inland Water Transport had
great diffienlty in meeting, » contract to deliver two hundred
tons of cargo per week at Kut-al-Amarah was let to the
largest shipping firm on the Tigris—in fact the only firm
which had any considerable fleet. At this time the Inland
Eﬁﬁ. Trangport was delivering over one thousand mﬁz
daily at Kut. The firm in question failed completely .E.u_
carry ount this contract, its deliveriez only amounting to
seventy-eight fons per week over several months. Fhe
manager of the firm in question was one of aS.:%S-
mm;ﬂwﬁd,@m of the Chamber of Commerce at the conference

mu.m Eﬁ_m admitting the complete failure of SEE@SSM
shipping to carry a small fraction of the army require-
ments in tonnage, he could offer no explanation. |

As an instance of the wastefulness of the Milifary Works

Department, the representatives of the Chamber cited the
large brick-kilns erected by the army, and pointed oub

Mﬂwn.gm expenditure could have been avoided, and bricks

amed more cheaply by loeal purchase. The cost of

: bricks from the army kilns as worked out by the Command
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the value of the rupee). ¥tis obvious, therefore, that at so
3%5&% a price there were few stores which it would
pot be a saving to the British public to destroy or give
away on the spot rather than incur the cost of bringing
them back to Mesopotamia to swell the accumulation of
gurplus stores in that country.

But to resume. After the reductions which T was forced
to make from the fighting troops, the balance that remained
amounted to 4200 British and 30,000 Indian troops, which
consisted of units many of which were much below strength
in men and weal in officers. I had in addition five batteries
of armoured-cars, of which one battery was stationed in
Persia, the others being distributed at Mosul and on the
line of eommunication between Baghdad and that place, at
Baghdad, and on the Fuphrates line. These batteries
were manned by men borrowed from infantry units, and
the cars were old and much the worse for wear, a number
being always unserviceable. The personnel only sufficed
to man two or three sections in each battery, and seldom
eould more than four cars from each battery be employed
at one time. The cars at Baghdad were of a heavy type,
and unsuitable for nse exeept on good roads, a fact which
limited their employment to the area of the town and its
immediate vicinity.

I had heard of the sucecessful employment in Egypt of
this form of military vehicle, and undoubtedly the armoured-
ear has its uses in cerfain countries; but I soon learned
that in Mesopotamia its eraployment even in dry weather,

for in wet weather it i3 useless, was strictly eircumseribed.

In cultivated areas such as the Middle Fuphrates, the
Diyalah district, and the vicinity of the Tigris, the numerous

canals and irrigation channels, most of which are unbridged,

or it bridged are only so for light traffic, make movement

difficult and often impossible. Moreover, the Arabs had

Hmmﬁ.pm& from experience that the pneumatic tyres are the

Achilles” heel of the ears, and by direeting their fire at

those spots they had found that they could by a suceessinl

shob place the car and its oceupants at their mercy. Soon

after my arrival in Mesopotamia I had telegraphed home

Aceountant came to Rs. 80 per thousand at Baghdad and
Rs. 40 per thousand at Basrah. On the other hand, the
local supply is very limited, the bricks are of bad quality,
and the cost is Rs. 120 per thousand. When prior to the
establishment of army kilns efforts were made to purchase
a quantity of bricks in the local market, the price at once
rose to Rs. 240 per thousand. :

A further instance of waste put forward by the Chamber
was that of the money spent on roads in the proposed can-
tonment at Hinaidi, which, they contended, were on g
gcale beyond any probable requirements. These roads
were constructed by Turkish prisoners who could not be
employed as general labourers, and would otherwise have
had to he kept in idleness.

A discussion regarding other departments in which the
Chamber contended great economies could be effected dis-
closed conditions similar to the examples given above.

After a very full, frank, and amicable discussion the
representatives of the Chamber of Commerce admitted
that they had entirely failed to grasp the problems which
General Headquarters had to solve, complicated as they
were by uncertain and often complete changes of policy,
and they admitted their inability to substantiate their
criticisms.

Tt may be observed, and I still refer to a time subse-
guent to the insurrection, that the army hag made strenuous
efforty for months to get the Civil Government or some
commereial syndicate to take over and run the large electric
power-plants at Basrah and Baghdad, which are the sole
source of supply of electric power for those places. Their
efforts so far have heen fruitless.

Charges of waste in connection with Persia and the
evactuation of the Britisk force in that country are some-
times made. The force in Persia, as already mentioned,
had its headquarters at Kasvin, the length and difficulty
of communication with which have been described. The
expense of trangport on this route in copsequence wasg
enormous, for to carry one ton from Kasvin to Quraite
cost approximately Rs.1000 (£60 to £120, according to
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for a supply of ©tanks,” for which the couniry seemed fo
be entirely suitable, but was informed that none was-
available, and that there was little prospeet of any being
provided for several years.

As tegards the Royal Air Foree, when hostilities began
there were two squadrons in the country, the 6th and 30th ;
but of these there were only three flights at Baghdad, and
the personnel of one flight was on its way from Anah on the
Upper Euphrates. Af that time three-fourths of the 30th
Hquadron were detached to Bushire on the Persian Guif,
Kasvin in Persia, and Mosul, two hundred and ffty miles
north of Baghdad. .

With the above-mentioned forees a country with a gquare
mileage nearly thrice that of England, exceeding that of
the United Kingdom, and only a little less than that of
the Transvasl and Orange Free State Colonies combined,
had to be garrisoned and administered. Bubt a reference
to superficial measurements or the study of a small-scale
map conveys little to the ordinary mind, and what I have
enplier stated as to the distances and the fime taken to
caver them will perhaps give a better jdea of the task
that lay in front of me.

At this time T had not learned that deduetions based on.
my own well-arranged train journeys were misleading.
Although the existence of several railways might lead to
the supposition that troops in Mesopotamia can be moved
from point to point with gpeed, this, as T have already
hinted, is in fact not the case, owing to the insufficient
and inefficient rolling-stock and lack of adequate Furopean
personnel for rapid and smooth transit. With the exception
of a few miles here and there where embankments are builb
up, the permanent way—and this is so almost, entirely
in the case of the Buphrates valley railway—ig laid practi-
cally on the ground level, and les on earth and not on metal..
Travelling is therefore slow, and made slower by the faet -
that the locomotives, either by the heat of the country
or for other reasons, are compelled to stop every few miles

of their run to take in water, a process lasting many minutes.
Moreover, some of the Indian drivers are ill-disciplined:
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and a source of trouble, and the stationmasters appear to
nave little or no authority over them, or are afraid to exer-
cige it.

Ag an instance I may quote the experience of a pas-
genger on the Basrah-Baghdad mail train, which is typical
of what occurs, and whose testimony is unimpeachable.
The frain in guestion was nine hours behind its scheduled
time, and had reached a wayside gtation, where, after
standing for about ten minutes and displaying no indica-
tions of moving, the stationmaster was asked what the
prospects were of the journey being resumed. Although
the line ahead was admittedly clear, he seemed to think
that there was nothing surprising in the delay, and replied
that the train would shortly move on. At the same moment
the long-suffering passenger, happening to look towards
the front of the train, saw the driver get down from his
engine with a bucket in his hand. This vessel he proceeded
to fill with hot water, and then, deliberately and in full
view of the public, and making a free use of soap, bathed
himself from head to foot. This process took some time,
and the driver when remonstrated with retorted that there
was no one else on the spot but himself who could drive
the engine, and threatened to keep the train standing as
long as it suited his convenience. At length, having com-
pleted his ill-timed ablutions, he consented to perform hig
duty, and the line, being reported clear, the train again
moved on.

Such delays as these were soon to be aggravated by the
insurrectionists, who tore up the line, cut off Baghdad from
Basrah by the Huphrates route, and made it impossible
for rolling-stock which operated from the former place,
where there were no workshops, to undergo either periodical
repairs or any that became necessary through the exigences
of the insurrection. Indeed, for some months the railway
situation was exceedingly serious, not to say almost des-
perate, and the conduct of operations became diffieult, for
there were times when not a single locomotive was avail-
pEm at short notice to haul a train with urgently-needed
reinforcements. In a country with a temperate climade,
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provided with a good system of roads and with water
available at regular intervals, suspension of movement by
rail for a time, though inconvenient, would not ereate in-
prmountable difficulties. In Mesopotamia, however, there
are areas where, unless the river line be followed or water
for the troops is carried on trains, a procedure which
necessitates the protection of the line at frequent intervals,
their march becomes a practical impossibility.

But the task of guarding so large a country with so
limited a force did not end here, for numerous deductions
had still to be made from my troops, who, nominally re-
garded as two divisions, represented in reality little more
than one. In addition to garrison duties thronghout the
country, guards amounting to a brigade were required for
the Turkish prisoners, while the gafety of the British women
and children, numbering over nine hundred souls, and of
the Assyrian and Armenian refugees, had to be ensured.
At this juncture, too, the Mixed Brigade, which normally
would constitute my only reserve at Baghdad, was still in
the Upper Buphrates area, bub, as mentioned, was in part
in process of withdrawal to the Capital.

Thus on the 1st July T had at my disposal as a mobile
force some 500 British and 2600 to 3000 Indian troops, of
which a hattalion only was in a position to reach the Middle
Buphrates area within twenty-four hours.

CHAPTER IX.
THE; OUTBREAK AT AND RELIEF OF RUMAITHAH.

mar first few days after our arrival at Sar-i-Mil were
aneventiul, and no disturbing news passed over the wires
from Baghdad ; but the calm was not to be of long duration,
for on the 30th June an incident, trivial in itself, lightied
the fire of insurrection on the Middle Euphrates.

The scene of the trouble was the little town of Rumai-
thah, with some two thousand five hundred inhabitants,
which stands on bhoth banks of the Hillah branch of the
Euphrates, about twenty-eight miles above Samawah. Tt
houses, which are mostly built of mud or sun-dvied bricks,
are scattered among gavdens and date-groves. The circum-
stances which led to the outhreak were as follows :—

On the 25th June, Lieutenant P. T. Hyatt, the Assistant
Political Officer at Rumaithah, had reported to the Political
Officer of his division, Major C. Daly, that a long outstanding
agricultural loan, some Ra, 800 (at that time about £100),
owed by the shaikh of the Dhawalim section of the Bani
Hachaim, had to be collected, and he was directed to
arrest and send the defaulter to Diwaniyah. At noon on
the 30th the man, Sha’alan Abu by name, was sent for,
and after the necessity for paymeunt had been explained
to him, he was detained for the evening train to Diwaniyah,
At 4 par the retainers of the shaikh, however, took the
law into their own hands, and following an example seb
abont two weeks earlier at Samawah, fired at the political
office, killed the Arab guard, and released Sha’alan. The
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remainder of the police ran away, and left the Political
Officer alone. . B

On the 26th June Major Daly had heard that the Dha-
walim tribe had their flags out—showing that they con-
sidered themselves to be at war with the Government—
but he decided that the wisest course was to proceed with
the arrest of the defaulting shaikh. That the outbreak
was not purely local may be inferred from the fact that on
the 1st July the railway line south of Rumaithah was torn
up in several places, and a bridge destroyed. On the same :
date, too, a reconnoitring train from Samawah, manued
by a few sepoys of the 114th Mahrattas, under Major -
Kiernander of the railway service, who, as well as Flying
Officer G. C. Gardiner, was a passenger travelling from'
Basrah to Baghdad, became engaged with a large number
of insurgents, and with diffienlty sueceeded in returning
whenee they came. North of Rumaithah more railway-
eutting was in progress, but the rising still retained its
local character. :

Troops, exceeding in number those sent to deal with a
disturbance of a more threatening character which eighteen’
months earlier had been suceessiully quelled, were, at the
urgent appeal of the Assistant Political Officer, at once:
despatehed to the scene from Samawah. Two platoons of
the 11dth Mahrattas (Afty-six rifles) arrived by rail af
3.45 P.M. on the 1st July, whose commander, Lieutenant:
J. J. Healey, was informed by Lieutenant Elyatt that the:
country was very much disturbed, and a general rising of.
the tribesmen might be expected. Next day one company:
fless half a platoon) of the same regiment came mﬁ.oB”..
Diwaniyah, which raised the strength of the garrison of
Rumaithah to one hundred and forty rifles. During the:
night the civilians were moved into the Political Serai, a
two-storied brick building which is on the left bank of the
river, and commands at some fifty yards’ distance the:
approach to the bridge of boats, beyond which, on the
other bank half a mile away is the railway station. All
rations that were available, which included enough for

Shaikh Sha’alan Abu.
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geven days for onme hundred Indian soldiers, were also
placed in the Serai.

On the 3rd July a company of another unit, the 99th
Infantry, under Captain H. V. Bragg, which had been
despatched from Hillah on the 2nd and had left Diwaniyah
at 3.30 p.r. next day, arrived, and brought with it some
railway personnel, This eompany had had an adventurous
journey, during which a wooden bridge that had been
burned down by the insurgents was repaired, while the
Arabs interfered by firing heavily from the surrounding
villages, causing some casualties among the troops and
working party.

On arrival at Rumaithah, Captain Bragg, being the
genior officer, assumed command of the garrison, and with
his own company cccupied two Arab khans or caravanserai,
cne on each gide of the village, while the 114th Mahrattas
and the non-combatants remained in the Serai. The troops
ab the disposal of the commander amounted to four British
officers and three hundred and eight other ranks, together
with two Britigsh officers and one hundred and fifty-three
railway persennel and sixty Indians—in all, five hundred
and twenty-seven., The task of providing food for this
small foree, which had only some two days’ rabtions with
i, soon became a cause of anxiety.

On the 4th the first signs of the coming siege showed
themeelves, when it was noticed that the Arabs were
constructing a trench system north-west of the town, and
carrying out regular reliefs—an indication that ex-Turkish
Army officers were probably in confrol. On this date,
complaints having reached the Assistant Politieal Officer
that the occupants of the village of Albu Hassan, which is
about one and & half miles south-east of Rumaithah, had
taken to looting the bazaar at the latter place, and were
terrorising the inhabitants, it was decided that a recon-
naissance through the bazaar in the direction of fthe seat
of the trouble should be made. In conseguence, the two
platoons of the 99th Infantry, whose advanee was eovered
by fire {rom the top of the two khans held by the 114th,
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proeeeded to carry out this mission under Lieutenant
Marriott of the former regiment, who was accompanied
by the Assistant Political Officer, The latter urged the.
subaltern net to be bound by the letter of his orders, but
burn the hostile village before he returned to camp. This
rather rash advice was to prove costly, for, owing to some:
delay in getting the men to advance, the Arabs, nnmbering
it is said from fifteen hundred fe two thousand, hegan-
arriving from every side. The two platoons were over-
whelmed, forty-three being reported missing, or most likely .
killed, while one British officer, one Indian officer, and four+
teen Indian other ranks were wounded. The usual result’
of a set-back, small as this one was, oceurred. The towns-
people and the tribesmen in the neighbourhood became nn-
mistakably hostile, and opening fire on the khans from all
quarters of the village, killed six men and wounded fourteen
others. This led to the withdrawal of every one to the:
Serai, to which building the 114th fought their way along
a wall-enclosed road over a distanee of one hundred and
twenby yards, escaping with the loss of two men wounded:
The question of food, with the inhabitants openly hostile,
now beeame prominent, as algo that of ammunition, which:
was running short, and medical requirements, which were
entirely lacking. Raids were therefore planned and carried’
ouf on fhe bazaar, which consists of a narrow street roofed
with reed matting, some two hundred and fifty yards long,
running across the village from east to west with the usual:
ramifications. Here are numerous diminutive shops,:
typical of such Bastern marketing centres, the majority
of which are owned by dealers in grain and vendors of:
other food-stuffs, These raids succeeded to the extent of
securing supplies sufficient for the garrison for a few days.
Ag the process of getting water for the garrison in the
Serai from the river was attended with considerable risk,

and three men had lost their lives in doing so, wells were:
dug which, though only ten feet deep, furnished a sufficient”
supply for the besieged. The ammunition difficulty had;
been reported by heliograph through Samawah to Baghdad,:

Hﬂc_s_,._#rm_flwmmm_.:mm defended are within white line.

Rumaithah—Political Serai.
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and could only be overcome by attempting to drop a
supply in boxes from aeroplanes. This was tried on the 8th,
when aeroplanes arrived and dropped three boxes. One
pox fell into the river, another among date-palms a hundred
yards from the Serai, and the third reached its goal but
fatally wounded a Naik (L/Opl} of the 99th Intaniry and
an Arab prisoner. Through the bravery of Mr Ii. W. L.
Harper of the railway service, who had already distinguished
himself at the repair of the burnt bridge and in the with-
drawal from the village on the 4th, and who went out with
two men, the box that was dropped into the river was
recovered. That which fell into the date-palm grove was
seorred by Sepoy Hardat of the 99th Infentry, who had
to climb three walls seven to eight feet high under the
fire of the insurgents, and approach to within fifty yards of
the hiouses held by them. ’

By the 12th, although a sortie by the 99th Infaniry
gecured some food, supplies were again running short, A
raid on a large scale, in eo-operation with bombing aero-
planes sent from Baghdad, was organised, the results of
which were highly satisfactory, and may be said to have
saved the situation and gained time for a force to effect
the reliet of the garrison. On this occasion two platoons
of the 114th Mahrattas acted as covering party, while
the remainder of the garrison, except a small piquet,
furnished with bags, tins, and blankets, collected sufficient
food for twelve days, consisting of half a ton of grain,
besides some sheep and chickens. The covering party
were equally successful in another sense, and Idlled twenty
inhabitants with no loss to themselves.

Meanwhile orderg had been issued for a small column
to proceed to Rumaithal, and by the evening of the 6th
July the force, which was accompanied by a train earrying
ammunition, food, and water, had reached a point about
gix miles north of its destination, after meeting with con-
siderable oppogition and being mueh delayed. through the
necessity of repairing the railway line and removing trucks
that had been derailed.
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The column was composed as follows :—

Commander—Lieut.-Colone]l D. A. D. M*Vean, 1.5.0,
3%7th Lancers (one sguadron). _
45th Pack Battery ! (one section).
48th (Rattray’s) Sikhs.
99th (Decean) Infantry (H.Q., and five platoons).
Thirty Kurdish Levies.

Oun the 7th, direcily the advance began, the ingurgents

appeared in large numbers, which were estimated at from
three thousand to five thovsand men, and opened a heavy
fire from the bed of a dried-up canal whieh lay at right
angles to the line of advance of the column. A gallant
attempt was made to break through and reach Rumaithah,
but the small force was greatly outmumbered, and the
tribesmen hegan closing in and working round its flanks,
Yieut.-Colonel M“Vean, with his small force isolated and
his eommunications with Diwaniyah, thirty-two miles to
the north, only lightly gusrded, now found himself in a
precarious situation. Forbunately his resolution and
courage did not fail him at this crisis, and he wisely de-
cided to break off the action, in which the safety of his
foree was hecoming jeopardised. By 11 A, taking advan-
tage of a dust-storm, he was able to withdraw, and had
gained a start of a mile before his retirement was dis-
covered. Then the Arabs hurried after him, and fighting
went on until dark, when the column halted. On the
following day Imam Hamzah, eighteen miles north of
Bumaithal, was reached, where for the present the force
remained. The casualties in proportion to the numbers
engaged had been heavy, amounting to—

Killed. Wounded.
British officer, 1. British officer, 1.
Indian other ranks, 47. Indian other ranks, 166.
Ag it seemed possible as early as the 3rd July that more
! During the insurrection the change in nomenclature from mountain to

pack avtillery oceurred, The latter term has been followed throughout the
narrative,
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troops might be required, should the situation on the
Middle Huphrates not improve, I had ordered the reserve
pattalion (45th Sikhs)—whose operations have just been
described—to be replaced from the 18th Division, and on
the 4th warned Major-General Fraser to hold the garrison
of Tekrit in readiness to move by rail to the capital. Troops
were not available for guarding the railway communica-
tiong thronghout their length, bui on fhe 4th July all
jmportant bridges were ordered to he guarded.

On the 7th July I proceeded from Sar-i-Mil to Baghdad,
and on the following day heard of the failure o relieve
Rumaithah. Aware that any reverse, no matier how slight,
would at once be grossly exaggerated by the tribes, I tele-
graphed on the 8th to the War Office (repeating the tele-
gram to Army Headquarters, India) requesting that an
infantry brigade and a batbery of field artillery (howitzers)
might be held in readiness for despatch to DBasrah (see
Appendix X.). I was informed in reply, to my dismay,
that the force I desired could mot embark before the end
of July., When I thonght of our rapid mobilisation at
home in 1914 T felfi something more than disappointment
at the delay that must elapse before help could come from
Tndia, but I understood later that shipping had fio be taken
up and men reecalled from leave.

On the 8th July, too, the 87th Punjabis of the 18th
Division, who were guarding Turkish prisoners of war,
were replaced by some sappers and miners, and were sent
to Hillah, the 1/116th Mahrattas of the same division from
Telerit being ordered. to replace that battalion at Baghdad.
Major-General Fraser wag also directed to send to Baghdad
from Tekrit the headquarters of the Both Infaniry Brigade,
one hattery Royal Field Artillery (howitzers), two Tndian
battalions, and certain details. The Brifish batialion of
that brigade, the 2nd Batfalion Manchester Regiment, was
ordered to be held in readiness to follow, which it did as
soon. as traing were available, and both it and the 2nd
Battalion Royal Irish Rifles,! which had arrived from

1 This unit was later rechristened the Royal Ulster Rifles, hut its oid
nomenclature has been followed in the narrative.
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Karind, moved to Hillah. The 1/10th Gurkha Rifles were
at this time marching from the Upper Euphrates to Fallujah
en route for Baghdad, whilst the 86th Carnaties, who had
arrived from India in relief, were sent to Hillah, and the
13th Rajputs on their way o the base were detained at
Baghdad.

On the 10th July the last of the units at Karind, the
1st and 7th Dragoon Guards, were ordered to move
to Baghdad, leaving at the former place to guard the
married families a composite detachment of young British
goldiers.

The movements stated above were demanded by the
urgent necessibty of relieving the garrison at Rumaithah,
the state of whose food supply and ammunition was un-
certain, and who were reported as unlikely o be able
to hold out for more than a few days. Some delay was,
however, inevitable, as the movement of the necessary
troops had to be carried out by rail during one of the
hottest months and over the narrow - gauge Euphrates
valley railway, the capacity of whose velicles is nob equal
to that of the normal gange. This delay was accentuated
by the shortage of rolling-stock and the lack of foresight
in certain quarters, which led to the disregard of a well-

known military canon, that of not concentrating troops

or supplies too far forward. Thus trains from Baghdad,
which sghould have gone no further south than Hillah,
where the advanced depobt was ordered by General Head-
quarters to be formed, were recklessly pushed on to Diwani-
yah, fifty-two miles mearer Rumaithah. This procedure
ted to @ considerable delay in returning rolling-stock re-
quired for the movement of troops, and caused supplies
0 be collected too far to the front, which, as will presently
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was arranged that the garrison should foree their way info
the bazaar, and endeavour there to supplement their
stores. The raid was successful, and information came
back that rations and forage sufficient to last until the
93rd July had been secured. There now seemed every
prospect that, despite the delays which had occurred, the
relieving force could reach Rumaithah before lack of food
had compelled a surrender and the massacre that would
almost certainly follow. That force, which was placed
under the command of Brigadier-General ¥. B. Coningham,
commanding the 34th Infantry Brigade, who for several
months had been engaged in the operations on the Upper
Buphrates, consisted ofw

37th Lancers {(one squadron),
97th Battery R.F.A.,
132nd (How.) Battery R.F.A. (less one section),
45th Pack Battery,
61st Coy., 2nd (Q.V.0.) Sappers and Miners,
2nd Bn. RBoyal Irish Rifles (515t Infantry Brigade),
45th (Rattray’s) Sikhs (52nd Infantry Brigade),
87th Punjabis (55th Infantry Brigade),
99th (Deccan) Infantry (less one company) (34th
Infantry Brigade),
1/116th Mahrattas (5Bth Infantry Brigads),
1/10th Gurkha Rifles (51st Infantry Brigade),
17th Machine Gun Battalion (two sections),
besides details.

The column, it will be seen, was made up of units from

four brigades. They did not all even belong to one division,
and two only formed part of Brigadier-General Coningham’s

m.osbma brigade (the Blst Infantry Brigade), which he had
Emw handed over on proceeding to Hillah. This organizsa-
tion, though unsound, was unavoidable, not only because,
to save time, the troops nearest at hand had fo be used,
but because, as T have already said, my reserve brigade,
which normally would have been at Baghdad and avail-
able to proceed as a whole on any operation required, was,
except for one batibalion, still on the Upper Huphrates.

F

be seen, had a malign influence later on.

Meantime the garrison of Rumaithah had reported fo
Samawah by heliograph that their rations would only last
tiil the 12th July, and that the food obtained by local raids
was exhausted. It was in consequence of this report that
the action already mentioned was taken. A raid by nine
aeroplanes was carried out on the following day, when it
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The communications of the force which was to carry out
the relief conld not be held in such gtrength as to make
them safe. Troops for the purpose were not available to
guard at elose intervals the line from Hillah to Diwaniyah
and further south towards Rumaithah, nor was the line
from Baghdad to Hillah, sixty-four miles in length, held
by troops at any poinf. Tven if it had been possible to
provide the necessary posts, the mere supply by a single-
line railway of food, water, and matberials for making
defences put such arrangements ab that time out of the
guestion. The General Officer Commanding the 17th
Division arranged that the seventy miles from Iillah to
Tmam Hamzah, where the 45th Sikhs still remained, ghould
be organised in double-platoon posts two to four miles
apart. Tor this purpose two battalions had to be used,
and their detachments were frequently but unsuccessfully
attacked. Such protection wag, of course, inadequate,
and marauding parties under cover of darkpess made
pumerous Taids on the line between the posts and tampered
poth with it and the telegraph wires.

At this time it was evident that the operation which was
about to be carried out was of an extremely hazardous
nature, and that even if successful, which was uncertain,
the risk would still remain. I was commibting practically
all the mohile force on which I could lay hands, without
denuding to danger point other areas, to an undertaking
which involved its transfer to a distance of one hundred

and fifty miles from Baghdad, with ill-guarded commumnica-
tions and with every prospect that those tribes which had
not risen or which bordered the line of march would do so
before the Rumaithah garrison could be extricated. The
fact, too, of the failure of the first attempt to relieve Rumai-
thah and the certainty that the moral of the insurgents
around that place must, by that failure and the eongeguens
delay, have rigen, was not caleulated to encourage opti-
mistic hopes regarding the coming operation. Indeed. there
was a progpect of the force being cut off, and having to
fight its way back to Hiilah during the hottest season of

the year, while embarrassed by almost insurmountable -
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food and water difficulties. The operation, naturally, was
not one that commended itself to the divisional general
who shortly moved his headquarters to Diwaniyah, ng,
though obliged to maintain an optimistic attitude, my
geeret sympathies lay with the view he took, I did not
then know Brigadier-General Coningham, whom I had not
mef, but had I done so and had I known his gnalities as a
leader, any misgivings which T felt regarding the outcome
of the operation or the scrateh nature of the ecolumn wonid
have been greatly lessened.

These misgivings and the gradual extension of the area
of disturbanee prompted me on the 15th July to ask for
the despateh, as soon as possible, of the troops which T
had demanded on the 8th, and I added a request that a
full division might be held in readiness. On the 18th
July, from motives of economy, T qualified my earlier
telegram in so far as to suggest that the remainder of the
division should not be embarked until demanded. This
suggestion unforbunately led to a misunderstanding which
was later rectified, as the War Office, assuming the whole
division would not bhe required, countermanded all but
my demand made on the 8th July.

By the 16th July the relief column was concentrated
within sixteen miles of Rumaithah. Some of its units were
wealk, the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles and the 1/10th
Gurkha Rifles being only equivalent in strength to one
battalion, while the 4Bth Sikhs had recently been engaged
and had suffered loss. A train aecompanied the mownmucb
which were carried reserve ammunition, water, rations,
and medieal requirements. As, however, circumstances
might arise which would make it impossible to move the
train forward with the column, all army transport earts
that could be sparved had been collected at Diwaniyah
and on them were loaded two days’ reserve rations moh,
the whole force, one day’s food and an emergency ration

being carried by the men.
. It was known that there was a fair number of wounded
in Rumaithah, and for these and others that might resuls
from the operation for relief, arrangements had to be
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made. The addition of the train increased considerably
the length of the colnmn, and as it marched parallel to the
railway track it was highly vulnerable. The train, however,
wag indispensable—indeed withoub it the operation was not
a feasible one, except at the cost of a delay which wounld
have imperilled the lives of the precariously supplied
garrison. As the country over which the column moved ig
open, it might be supposed that its length could easily
have been ecurtailed. Owing, however, fio the frequent
ravines which crossed the line of march, the passages over
which were confined to narrow bridges unsnitable for two
carts abreast, no shortening was possible,

Tor a brief gpace it almost seemed as if the tribes in the
vicinity of Rumaithah, owing to the approach of the relief
force, the earlier aeroplane action, and the activities of the
garrison, would come to terms. The Assistant Political
Officer, Lieutenant Hyatt, had heard about the 17th July
that the shaikhs wished to see him, and had arranged a
meeting, at which Sha'alan and another headman were
present. They evidently desired to come to terms, and
were told that any one who resisted the troops marching
on Rumaithab would be destroyed. This led to an agree-
ment that Tieutenant Hyatt, who acted throughout with
courage and good sense, should visit the Political Officer
of the division, and, subjeet to their following his advice,
do hig best to reduce their punishment, In consequence
he proceeded nest day, under an Arab escort, to join
General Coningham, the commander of the column, who
agreed to gee the shaikhs if they cared to come to him,
and promised them safe-conduct. Unfortunately the meet-
ing could not be arranged, and the force continued ‘its
mareh.

On the 19th July it approached the spot where the
first attempt to relieve the Rumaithah garrison had failed,
being greatly belated in its march owing to the necessity
of repairing the railway line. The insurgents’ main position,
which was net at first discovered, was some two hundred
yards in front of an embankment which was held as &
second line, both positions being directly aecross the line
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of march of the column. Its strength Iay in the fact that
it consisted of a series of dried-up canals which ran parallel
to one another, while several villages on their hanks were
go situated as to enfilade them. But sinee the unsucecessful
attack of the 7th July the ground had heen strengthened
by trenches which were dug in front of the canals and the
villages, and were skilfully hidden in the serub-—further
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evidence, if there had now remained doubts, that among
the leaders of the insurgents were Arab ex-officers of dwm
Sultan’s army. The canal banks themselves were seen to
be held by groups of tribesmen, whose numbers were esti-
mafed at not less than five thousand, and who were mm;ﬂ-
tered along a front of three thousand five hundred yards.

At 1,10 p.M. General Coningham’s guns opened fire and
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the infantry advanced, bub guffered from the heavy enfilade
fire which came from the left ; and when the assault was
made three and a half hours later by the two Hmmm:u.m
battalions—the 45th Sikhs and the 116th 39535?.;
tailed to dislodge the insurgents, who held their ground
senaciously.

&QMM%WSW hour passed, when fortunately the 1/10th Gurkhg
Rifles arrived, under Lieut.-Colonel I, L. mo.oﬁuu a8 well ag a
gection of field-guns and another of machine-guns, H.w.um
detachment, which was intended to form paxb of the main
eolumn, had been delayed owing to the Gurkhas not having
reached Baghdad from the Upper @ﬁ@ﬁu@&mm H vﬁ.oH_ the
18th they had proceeded as far as Diwaniyah with the
divigional general. Thence they were pushed on at once;
and the sound of guns reaching his ears, Colonel Scott
pressed forward, and, arriving at a critical .Hmmow.ﬁoﬂ.; Was
ordered to drive the insurgents from the vicinity o.m. the
river and secure the left or further bank. But the tribes-
men knew what the deprivation of water must mean %o
the column after a long day under intense waﬁ., and the
Curkhag failed in their efforts to reach the river.

As night closed in and the tribesmen Jmmmb to Emg
repeated attacks on the 45th Sikhs, all of ai.zow were aﬁ.dg
off, the situation of the force aroused considerable pu.uao&w
in its commander’s mind., Cub off from water, with a
strongly-posted force in front which Ekm guns mﬂ&. an
infantry attack had failed to dislodge, with ammunition
insufficient for a gecond day’s action, an unknown HEE,H.EH
of wounded to be tended, and with no wwoﬁ.mow of rein-
forcements, there was every reason to be anxious.

Bub situations are seldom so grave as they appear to be,
and General Coningham was not the man to falter wmam.cmm
outward appearances looked black. ﬂm.ﬂmm in communica-
tion with Diwaniyah, whence a train with water, ammun-
tion, and medical dressings was despatched QE.E,@ the
night, and reached the column at 8.45 A, on the 20th.

On that date the 1/10th Gurkha Rifles, msg_oﬁm@.d% one
gection of the 97th Battery, R.F.A., one machine-gun
geetion, and the 37th Lancers’ Hotchkiss froop, began
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operations at dawn, By 6.15 A.M. three platoons of Gurkhas,
the water reaching to their armpits, had crossed to the
lett bank of the river on a front of five hundred yards,
driving back the Arabs, who suffered from the Lewis-gun
fire directed on them. Soon after the Gurkhas had estab-
lished themselves on the left bank of the river, patrols of
the 45th Sikhs reported that the main position, which had
defied all efforts on the previous day, was unoccupied, a
fact which was confirmed by aeroplane. The practice of
leaving under cover of night ground which had been held
tenaciously during the day was, I believe, a noticeable
feature of the tactics followed by the Turks in the earlier
fighting in Mesopotamia, and that this procedure was
repeated on the present occasion by the tribesmen, made
assurance doubly sure that some of those who had served
with the Turkish Army were now leading them.

By 6.45 aA.mM. three battalions of infantry were estab-
lished in the position, and a quarter of an hour later an
aeroplane reported that many Arabs had been seen in the
villages four miles to the south, while others were holding
some small ravines three miles from Rumaithah. Another
party of from six hundred to a thousand strong was stated
to be moving to the north-west of the ground which our
troops occupied, and entrenchments were seen in eourse of
construction on the left bank of the river. But the am-
munition had by this time arrived, the animals had heen
watered, and the eavalry having moved south at hali-past
eight, all was ready for a further advance.

The 116th Mahrattas were left to guard the train and
transport until the railway track, which had been badly
damaged, was repaired, and General Coningham moved
forward without opposition. At 3.45 p.M. word came that
the cavalry had entered Rumaithah thirty-five minutes
earlier, on receipt of which news all mofor-ambulances
were sent there, and some thirty of the more seriously
wounded were evacuated to the train.

The relief operation had cost General Coningham’s force
three British officers and thirty-two Indian other ranks
killed, and two British officers and one hundred and fifty
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Indian other ranks wounded, while the casualties of the
Rumaithah garrison during their sixteen days’ investment
totalled approximately one hundred and forty-eight all
ranlks, killed, wounded, and missing,

While credit is due fo all who shared in the operation,
PBrigadier-General Coningham imputed its satisfactory

outcome mainky to the valour and dogged determination -

of the 45th Sikhs under their gallant colonel, notwithstand-
ing the heavy losses which befell them, especially in Indian
officers and non-commissioned officers ; and to the dash
of the 1/10th Gurkha Rifles, who, in spite of the depth of
the river—a serions obstacle for soldiers of their small sbature
—~cgtablished themselves on the far bank. _

Through the Political Officer I intimated to the insur-
gents that their severcely wounded would receive treatment
if taken to Samawah, ag I felt that the tribesmen had been
misled by their religions and other leaders, and that having
effected the relief of Rumaithah hostilities might possibly
be brought to a conclusion, provided these implicated in
the loeal rising submitted. A month later, in order to
regularise the position as regards any Arabs that might be
captured, I issued an order that the usual laws and usages
of war were to be observed, but that a clear digfinetion
was to be made between those who fell into our hands in
action and those who behaved in & treacherous manner.

The news of General Coningham’s suceess Hffed a weight
from my mind, as the situation in several other areas was
becoming threafiening, and tfribesmen numbering thirty-
five thousand were now in arms againsé us. The defeat
of the insurgents af Rumaithah would give a moment’s
breathing space, and would strengthen the handg of those
tribal leaders who were striving to keep in check unruly
members.

Unfortunately, desirable ag it was to leave a garrison ab
Rumaithah of & strength sufficient to deminate the country
round sbout, and one whose line of communication was
safeguarded, neither the situation elsewhere nor the troops
available made such a project possible. The relief force
must be withdrawn without delay o be employed nearer

OUTBREAK AT AND RELIEF OF RUMAITHAH 89

Baghdad, for until my man-power was increased the dis-
tanee from the Capital at which operations could be safely
earried out had to be kept within strict Hmits,

On looking back many months after the events ahove
narrated and reviewing the situation in a calmer atmos-
phere, the more convinced T feel that, had a single unit
less been used to save Rumaithah, failure with confequences
of the gravest nature would have resulted.

The Arabs who had been engaged against both relief
columns were well armed, extremely mobile, and ready to
take considerable risks where loot was the reward. Tt wag
evident that they were direeted by skilled brains, well
versed in the power of the modern rifle, as well ag in the
limitations and weak points of our modern army. Their
dispositions for defence had heen skilfnl, and there was
evidence of considerable cunning in the selection of time
and place to interfere with water supplies, and with fhe
raflway and the line of march. Fortunately their ammuni-
tion supply was limited, and as each round costs them an
appreciable sum, a target was seldom engaged unless the
chance of hitting it was good. Like all semi-savages, they
had shown themselves particularly bold when following up
a retiring force, and were to be trusted to display marked
gkill in taking immediate advantage of a fault in dis-
positions.

In the mareh to and from Rumaithah General Coningham
had adopted either a square or a diamond formation,
which gerved to guard the transport, and was largely used
in later operations. Tor the benefit of other commanders
who had not the advantage of his experience, I caused to
be drawn up by him and Lieut.-Colonel Scott of the 1/10th
Gurkha Rifles, who earned a bar to his D.S.0. on the 20th
for the gallant way in which he helped to save the situa-
tion, some notes which will be found in Appendix IX,

The question of taking o train with the column had
been carvefully considered. It mush necessarily lead to
tying troops to the railway, and so hampering their free-
dom of mancuvre, and when the line was found to be
broken halts to effect repairs would be unavoidable., All




