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ABSTRACT

Breath-taking developments in computer hardware and software have made the decision sciences far more useful.  Our perspective on problem-solving is becoming central to all sorts of decision-makers – engineers, economists, managers, bankers, and medical personnel.

In the speaker’s view, the same developments have made the decision sciences far easier to learn – if we evolve our educational programs toward problem‑based teaching with Excel as a learning aid.  This thesis is illustrated with examples drawn from linear algebra, probability, and operations research, and with the application of these subjects to various decision making venues.     

About the Speaker
Eric V. Denardo received a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Princeton University in 1958.  After a four-year research stint with a subsidiary of AT&T, he became a graduate student and a Rand consultant, earning a PhD in Operations Research from Northwestern University in 1965.  He spent the next three years at Rand and then joined Yale University, where he has remained and is now a Professor of Operations Research.   

Professor Denardo may be best known for his research on dynamic programming.  His teaching experience at Yale led to his text, The Science of Decision Making: a Problem-Based Approach using Excel, John Wiley and Sons, 2002.   
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