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to Present an Interdisciplinary Project
ABSTRACT
The classroom environment should keep the students engaged and to a degree, entertained.  Such an environment increases the learning that takes place, promotes a continued desire to learn, and provides an exciting learning experience for the students.  A classroom of this type creates a more gratifying experience for the instructor as well.  This talk presents one approach that can liven up the classroom and expose the students to a slightly different situation.  The scenario involves some role-playing by an individual other than the instructor who poses as a prospective client with a particular problem to solve.  The students were not fully aware of the situation until it had an opportunity to develop.  Another idea promotes the use of a more open-ended and more ill-defined project that requires students to scope their own topics with less guidance from the instructor.  This idea was formulated from a well known cohort and has been used several times with very good success for the past several semesters in MA391, Mathematical Modeling.  Several students who recently experienced this technique will be present to add their opinions and field questions.  The intent is to discuss the potential for this method to be used in larger courses, perhaps even some of the core courses here at the Academy.  
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