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ABSTRACT

Three of the Montclair speakers have taught in the Department of Mathematical Sciences at West Point. These faculty have seen life at WP and beyond and we invite them to share their views on the similarities and differences in theses positions as well as their perceptions of moving to success in their chosen field – teaching and doing research in mathematics in higher education.  This group is working on identifying a set of career enhancing activities, e.g. take advantage of your school’s outside exposure; lead a senior project; list awards on your CV; and take advantage of your time to publish.
About the Speakers
Eileen Fernandez has a  Master's in Mathematics from NYU-1986; a Ph. D. in mathematics education from the University of Chicago-1998 (U of C gave me an award for "constructive and original research at the dissertation level"); I am an assistant professor of mathematics and mathematics education at Montclair State University coming up for tenure September 2002.  I teach mathematics to undergraduates and mathematics education courses to prospective and practicing teachers.  My research interests include the use of teacher's mathematical knowledge in encouraging students' mathematical reasoning and EVERYTHING related to teacher education.  I am currently writing a book on mathematics for middle school teachers and working on two articles about the usefulness of undergraduate mathematics study to prospective mathematics teachers (just to name a few projects).

Michael A. Jones is an Assistant Professor in the Department of  Mathematical Sciences at Montclair State University.  He received his doctorate in mathematics (game theory) from Northwestern University in 1994. He has held a 3-year temporary position at the US Military Academy at West Point and a 1-year position at Loyola University Chicago.  Research-wise, he is interested in the mathematics of the social sciences, as well as the interplay between discrete and continuous mathematics.  He is also interested in developing educational materials that engage students.

Diana Thomas received her doctorate in applied mathematics in 1996 from Georgia Tech under Shui-Nee Chow.  She spent two years as a Davies Fellow at the United States Military Academy and then took a position at New Jersey City University.  Her research area is Dynamical Systems and she applies her work to mathematical problems in biology.  She is currently an assistant professor at Montclair State University.
Gideon Weinstein's scholarship focuses on the teaching and learning of mathematics, with a focus on the experiences of prospective mathematics schoolteachers and on the possibilities for fully utilizing technological teaching tools.  He taught at West Point for two years, thoroughly enjoying the Thayer Method, the cadets, and his colleagues, but thoroughly hating teaching so very early in the morning.  

Surprise visitor is just that, a surprise, but a special surprise!!!
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