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DDS Was Not Invented at West Point!

ABSTRACT

In an MA103 reflective summary from the mid-90's, a cadet commented that she did not understand why cadets were studying discrete dynamical systems (DDS), a "kind of math invented by some math P at West Point a few years ago..." This presentation will include a review of the history of difference equations, including the mathematicians that played a significant role in the calculus of difference equations (finite differences).  Additionally, some suggestions for history-based DDS course activities will be offered. In this way, it is hoped that cadets will be enlightened about the history of the DDS and its historical connection with the calculus.

About the Speaker
After an enjoyable military career, Dick Jardine has settled into life as academic, helping people of his home state of New Hampshire learn mathematics.  His mathematical interests include the use of the history of mathematics in teaching mathematics, the effective use of technology in mathematics instruction, and applied mathematics.  When not working on improving his teaching, he can be found running and hiking the trails of New Hampshire, the latter with his wife and sons.  
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