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ABSTRACT

In my experience at USMA, one of the biggest barriers to student learning in the Mathematics core is their conceptualization of core courses as an obstacle or “box to be checked” rather than an opportunity to develop themselves. Moreover, despite their explicit desire to gain a “good education” at USMA, their understanding of what constitutes this education is nonspecific and unformed. In response to my experience in the classroom, my teaching practice has evolved, with mixed results, to address the need to challenge cadets to take active responsibility for their own learning. In the talk, I will share my experience in the hope of generating a constructive discussion of practices that require, and inspire, cadets to take active responsibility for themselves as life-long learners.
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