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ABSTRACT: 

The United States currently uses coal-burning plants as its primary electricity- production means. While coal-burning is relatively efficient, it is also intensively damaging to the environment.  With improvements in nuclear technology and demand for eco-friendly electricity, replacing coal plants with nuclear plants is a valid option.  This paper investigates the feasibility of using nuclear-power instead of coal-power in the 11 new plants that are to be built in Texas in the coming years.  


We present the environmental effects that coal-power has on the greater Texas area, and then transition to describing the advantages and disadvantages of using non-coal alternatives–namely nuclear, hydroelectric, wind-generated, and solar-power.  Also discussed is some of the recent research in the nuclear community how it helps in three major problem areas: energy transmission-networks, fuel-availability, and waste- management.  In the end, we conclude that even with the technical plausibility, Texas’ political paradigm is the biggest hindrance to transition.  
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