
Today in Math HistoryToday in Math History……

-21 September 1576
Girolamo Cardano died. One story 
says that it was by his own hand so 
as to fulfill his earlier astrological 
prediction of his death on this date. 

Cardano is best known for his achievements in algebra.  He published the 
solutions to the cubic and quartic equations in his book “Ars magna”.  The 
solution to one particular case of the cubic, x^3 + ax = b, was communicated 
to him by Niccolo Fontana Tartaglia (who later claimed that Cardano had 
sworn not to reveal it, and engaged Cardano in a decade-long fight), and the 
quartic was solved by Cardano's student Lodovico Ferrari.  In his 
exposition, he acknowledged the existence of what are now called 
imaginary numbers, although he did not understand their properties.


	Slide Number 1

