Kenneth O. May, 1939, in Berkeley, California. Taken in the garden of Professor Dudley

McGovney. (Courtesy of Ruth McGovney Kaspin.)
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360 JONES, ENROS, AND TROPP HM 11

il recoit sa maitrise, devient “fellow’” de U'Institute of Current Affairs et, au cours des deux
années subséquentes, parcoure I’ Angleterre, "Europe et la Russie. A son retour au Etats-
Unis, il devient membre actif du partie communiste, ce dont il devra supporter les consé-
quences durant plusieurs années. 1l senrole dans I'armée américaine en 1942, servant avec
distinction, et retourne & Berkeley aprés la fin de la guerre pour obtenir son Ph.D. en 1946. 11
accepte alors un poste d’assistant professor au College Carleton a Northfield, Minnesota.
Plus tard, il se déplacera a I'Université de Toronto.

Cette premiere partie de la biographie de K. O. May se concentre sur les événements
ayant précédé I'acceptation de son poste au College Carleton. Au cours de cette premiére
période se développe son ouverture d'esprit, son souci d’une bonne communication dans la
réalisation d’actes éducatifs, son intéréts pour la pratique. Ainsi se tisse la toile de fond sur
laquelie prendra forme une carriere comme historien des mathématiques renommé et éditeur
fondateur de Historia Mathematica. © 1984 Academic Press. Inc.

INTRODUCTION

Kenneth Ownsworth May (July 8, 1915, to December 1, 1977) is best known to
readers of this Journal as a historian of mathematics, although he pursued a
number of other interests during his lifetime. At the time of his death in Toronto,
he was in the midst of completing a major project—a dictionary of mathematics.
Throughout the previous decade he was deeply involved in improving the dissemi-
nation of information concerning the history of mathematics, a task he considered
of fundamental importance to its acquiring the status of a discipline. Historia
Mathematica was not only a natural outgrowth of his interests and activities, but
in many respects was their capstone.

May began his career as a mathematician specializing in mathematical eco-
nomics, and as a socialist. He studied mathematics and economics as an under-
graduate and graduate student, and he was active in the Communist Party from his
undergraduate years until 1942 [1]. Throughout his career he had a commitment to
teaching, first of students and soldiers, and later of a whole generation of histo-
rians. These didactical interests were reinforced by his political commitments, sO
it is of interest to see how deeply he was involved in the politics of socialism.

EARLY EDUCATION AND FAMILY

Kenneth May reports his education as beginning in the Music Education School
of Portland, Oregon [2]. After the family moved to Berkeley, he attended The
Williams School, Cragmont School, Garfield Junior High School, and Berkeley
High School. He spent much time studying Whitehead and Russell’s Principia
Mathematica and decided to major in mathematics when he entered the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley [3]. He was also a good athlete and, during his high
school years, he acquired an official California junior ranking in tennis. When he
entered university, he did not try out for the tennis team, but instead played on the
varsity soccer team [4].

In his freshman year, Kenneth won one of seven Kraft Prizes which recognized
his academic work as being among the best in a class of around 3000. He was
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362 JONES, ENROS, AND TROPP HM 11

Hotel in New York City, en route to Bologna to help establish a program in public
administration at that university.

It is not unusual for men of such accomplishment to alienate people in their
climb to the top, and Sam May drew his share of antipathy and rancor from men in
and out of academe. Walter Rogers of the Institute of Current World Affairs
(ICWA) characterized him as “‘the scheming, wire-pulling type of an academic
official . . . pretty good at wangling appropriations out of the legislature,” and
capable of sacrificing family ties for personal ambition [10]. Differences of an
unknown nature developed between May and a fellow member of the Berkeley
faculty, the distinguished professor of law, Dudley McGovney [11]. May was
reported to have disliked McGovney, and McGovney is reported to have consid-
ered May a fool [12]. This relationship is of interest because McGovney’s daugh-
ter, Ruth, a school teacher in the Oakland, California, school system and six
years’ Kenneth’s senior, was later to become his wife.

Kenneth’s mother, Eleanor Ownsworth Parkin May, in sharp contrast to his
father, was by all accounts a gracious and lovely lady. Born in England and of
striking beauty and refined tastes, she had the reputation of being one of the finest
and most attractive women about the university [13]. Although she was an Episco-
palian [14], she was attracted to the beliefs of Christian Science, and Kenneth’s
early interest in mathematics may have owed something to her feeling that a very
subtle science was essential for understanding the world. This might account for
his acquiring Whitehead and Russell’s Principia while in high school, and at the
same time entertaining a theory that the future of the world was traced on the
walls of the Egyptian pyramids, to be revealed to those who could read them. She
may also have influenced Kenneth to become involved in the Institute of Pacific
Relations, an organization which promoted peaceful ties among the nations of the
Pacific rim (he served the student-affiliated organization as Secretary in 1933). At
least she provided transportation for him and his friends to a 1933 conference of
the IPR [15].

Mrs. May died as the result of a gas heater explosion in 1935—while Kenneth
was a junior in college. Her death had a profound impact on him, not the least
because he was at home at the time of the explosion and found her dying [16]. In
1940, Samuel married Bernice Hubbard, who survived him by nearly twenty
years.

Kenneth earned his A.B. degree with highest honors in mathematics in 1936. He
took courses in mathematics, science, economics, German, and Italian. Early in
his undergraduate years, his political orientation changed and at some point he
joined the Communist Party. Two events recalled by one of his closest friends are
worth noting. First, Kenneth was active in changing the discriminatory policies of
the barber shop of the Stephens Union on campus; this barber shop had refused to

" cut the hair of black students. Second, he helped to found the “‘Open Forum,”’

which promoted public discussions of controversial issues. As a result of these
and similar activities, Kenneth was elected to the Order of the Golden Bear, a
senior honorary society which included campus leaders such as the editor of the
daily paper and the president of the student body [17].
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primarily interested in producing international specialists and generalists who had
been immersed for a period of time in world affairs. While in Moscow in 1936,
Rogers had met with the Director of the Institute of the Central Administration of
National Economy and thought he had concluded an agreement with him to
accept American students. The Russian Institute was particularly interesting be-
cause it focused on the study of the mathematical theory of probability and statis-
tics and its utilization in social planning. These interests were almost a perfect
match to those of ICWA, which by then had adopted a program to study national
planning in the U.S.S.R.

Kenneth, now in his early twenties, was the kind of young person Rogers
wanted: capable, intelligent, ‘‘a brilliant mathematician’’ (as Evans described
him), with specific interests in statistics and planning. Kenneth had hoped to
obtain his Ph.D. at Berkeley and then to go wherever he could get the best training
in statistics. But Rogers outlined a fellowship offer which changed his plans
because it matched his own objectives so well: *“The proposal you outlined would
enable me to carry on just the studies I wish in statistics and economic planning
and to do so in close contact with practical work™ [22].

ENGLAND AND RUSSIA

Enrolling Americans as students in Russia as Rogers had envisioned never
came to pass, but May did visit Russia as a tourist on two occasions. His initial
visit came immediately, but his itinerary took him first to Chicago, next to some
installations of the Tennessee Valley Authority, then to Washington, D.C., New
York, and Montréal; he met and talked to people associated with ICWA at each
stop. On September 18, 1937, he set sail for England.

On arriving in London he immediately set about establishing contacts and, with
characteristic enthusiasm, adopted a plan of action. He investigated Cambridge,
Oxford, and the University of London, weighing relative strengths in Russian
studies, mathematics, and the general quality of life in college residence. He
decided on London because of the strength and breadth of Russian studies in the
School of Slavonic and East European Studies and the London School of Eco-
nomics (L.S.E.), and because of two departments in University College: Eugenics
headed by R. A. Fisher and Statistics headed by E. S. Pearson. He was also
attracted by certain courses offered in the L.S.E.: F. A. von Hayek’s ‘‘Problems
of a Collectivist Society,” E. F. M. Durbin’s ‘‘Economic Planning in Theory and
Practice,”” and courses on mathematical economics and statistical methods of-
fered by E. C. Rhodes, R. G. D. Allen, and L. Robbins.

Originally, the idea of studying in London was only tentative, because May
hoped that upon arriving in the Soviet Union he would be able to stay on as a
student. But during the past summer word had come to ICWA that neither May
nor Howard Wiedemann, another new Fellow recruited for the Russian studies
project, was to be granted student status. Conditions in Russia were unsettled at
this time, foreigners were not in favor, and students were simply undesirable [23].
Hope remained that if war did not break out, it would still be possible in the near
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366 JONES, ENROS, AND TROPP HM 11

both the history and philosophy of science, and Bernal was known at that time for
his Science and Society studies. May formed a high opinion of Bernal, referring to
him as ‘‘one of the minds roaming the tortured earth” [26]. He saw Bernal many
times and followed his work thereafter. It is easy to imagine that encounters
occurred in which their conversations turned to history, although none is reported
by May in any correspondence known at present.

NEW DIRECTION AND MARRIAGE

The previous December (1937) the American Embassy had made inquiries to
ICWA about Kenneth, prompted by his having introduced himself at the Embassy
in London—then a normal procedure for travelers. During the late spring of 1938,
Kenneth was given an assignment by the isolationist United States Ambassador to
Great Britain, Joseph P. Kennedy. He was to travel throughout England observ-
ing the social, economic, and political conditions, and to investigate English opin-
ion and generally grasp the English situation. (Specifically he observed some by-
elections.) Kennedy’s aims are not reported by Kenneth (he likely did not know
them) but Kennedy’s well-documented later opposition to the American entrance
into the Second World War may have figured in his motives [27].

As the summer progressed, Kenneth revealed in a letter to Rogers a feeling of
restlessness with his indefinite situation and his desire to search out a clearer
course for the coming year.

The most important thing which emerges is that next year must be one of concentration for
me, as opposed to this last year of extensive dabbling. I consider the latter valuable, but now
it is time to choose one project and carry it through—whether it be some definite task in
Russian or planning, the continuance of my mathematical training in some specific way, or
some definite work for the Ambassador [Kennedy]. Furthermore, this work should be so
organized that I know what I am accomplishing and why, and have some idea of where it is
leading. . . . The fact of definiteness, not the locale, is the important thing. [28]

Kenneth was twenty-three and wanted to finish his Ph.D.; in order to do this
through the University of California (*‘certainly the easiest and quickest way’’),
he needed to do more work in mathematics. Evans had suggested that he might
study in Paris, and he already knew that there was considerable interest in France
concerning issues of science and society. In light of the impossibility of studying
in Russia as originally planned, going to Paris seemed the most advantageous
plan.

This same letter with its tone of restlessness also announced to Rogers that he
had decided to marry, and the curiously cold and analytic approach of this letter
suggests that May was defensive and feeling the need to justify his decision:

_Thave decided to marry this summer. The decision rests on the conviction that, whereas
marriage in general may be harmful to young men or to young men’s careers in general, this
particular marriage will be helpful as well as happy. Specifically, I shall be able to do better
work for the Institute and develop more healthily. The more active and mobile my work
requires me to be, the more necessary does it become for me to have this source of continual
stability and practical help. . . .Iam confident that a year would show that the help she could
render me would be worth the supplementary expense. . . . [29]
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368 JONES, ENROS, AND TROPP HM 11

on its board as a governor [36]. Through the succeeding years he developed a
deepening relationship with Walter Rogers, which more than once was to serve
him well.

PARIS AND RUSSIA

During the winter of 1938-1939 Ruth and Kenneth May lived in Paris, studying
at the Sorbonne and attending classes of the Workers’ University at night [37].
Kenneth concentrated his efforts on statistics and probability but maintained an
active interest in the interactions of science and society. Meanwhile, his interests
in economics shifted from problems of wages and distribution of income more
generally, to the organization of science. In the context of the relationship be-
tween planning and the issues of science and society, this raised problems about
invention and technical progress, which in turn led him to observe that if science
were broadly interpreted, ‘‘then planning may be considered as a certain type of
scientific activity, as the scientific method applied to human action in different
spheres . . . [that is] ‘Planning’ as the conscious application of science to human
society.”” This led him to formulate a kind of research program:

.. Rernal’s book [The Social Function of Science, 1939] interested me because of his
efforts to come at economic problems from the point of view of human needs and productive
possibilities, rather than from the superficial phenomena of the market. Of course, he had to
do this since he is not an “‘economist.”’ The more economic theory I read the more I become
convinced that its scrapping is the first condition for any understanding of our problems. At
the same time, I think that more mathematics, not less, is what is needed. In my opinion, the
strongest causal (and other) linkages in the Science and Society complex run thru the Tech-
nology = Economics link, and it is here ihat 1 am searching for some mathematical formula-
tion. Some of the up to now “‘useless” mathematical theories are going to be quite handy,
although the affair is not to the paper stage as yet.

Apparently Bernal continued to exercise some influence on Kenneth’s thinking,
but perhaps the more interesting feature of this statement concerns his research.
Basically he has adumbrated the general topic of his doctoral thesis completed
seven years later. In fact, only a few months after the above statement was
written, he had begun preliminary work on what he expected to develop into his
Ph.D. thesis. Moreover, as he put it, “'to add a realistic touch in keeping with the
world situation, I plan to delve into the applications of Probability to Ballistics.”

The frequency of letters between May and Rogers diminished considerably in
1939. Ruth May traveled to Italy to study in the spring and Kenneth visited her at
Easter. During the summer they visited the Soviet Union, traveling by train
through Berlin, Warsaw, Kiev, to Moscow (for about a week), and then on to
Leningrad and out of Russia through Finland. While in the Soviet Union, Kenneth
made contact with theorists at the Kharkov Engineering—Economic Institute,
about whom he had learned from his professors at the Sorbonne. He was im-
pressed by the Soviets’ efforts to train what he called the ““engineer—economist,”’
““well grounded in the sciences both physical and social, and equipped with the
intellectual and manual skills of industry.” These were of special interest to him,
since they represented “‘a step toward the abolition of the distinction between
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370 JONES, ENROS, AND TROPP HM 11

As the fall term at Berkeley opened, communism and the existence of Commu-
nists on campus were frequent topics of discussion. Then President of the Univer-
sity, Robert G. Sproul, with dark hints of expulsion, warned students against
activities injurious to the defense program. Refusing to heed such warnings, the
Communist Party went ahead conducting anticonscription meetings, but since
they were held off campus, the university had no jurisdiction to intervene.

Again in September the Party asked for use of the Berkeley High School and
this time their representative was Kenneth May. When he appeared before the
school board, Kenneth identified himself as an official representative of the Ala-
meda County Communist Party and of the Young Communist League, the campus
branch of the Party. In fact, he was the election campaign manager for both
organizations and his activities were already openly known since he had previ-
ously signed a letter to the student newspaper, the Daily Californian, as spokes-
man for ‘‘the campus branch, Communist party.”’

The Berkeley school board met on the night of September 25. Kenneth spent
over two hours arguing in support of the new petition, which was similar to the
one granted previously. The San Francisco Chronicle reported the meeting the
next morning, identifying May as a Communist, saying he had enlivened the
meeting by debating a citizen who opposed the petition.

DISINHERITANCE

Although the Chronicle buried its report of the school board meeting on page
11, it did not escape the attention of Sam May, on his way that morning to a
meeting with the Governor of California in Sacramento. The elder May felt
obliged to issue a statement to the press, saying *‘I have been dreading this break,
and I have been expecting it for weeks.”” He went on in some detail to make clear
that his own very strong feelings were irreconcilably opposed to those of his son.

I am in complete disagreement with the Communistic activities of my son Kenneth and I
have determined that he will receive no aid from me now or after my death to carry on his
activities.

I am bitterly opposed to Communism. Everyone who knows me knows that all my views
are contrary to those of Kenneth. So decided are my views that I have completely disowned

and disinherited him.
Kenneth seems to have a martyr complex. He seems to have gathered a lot of those beliefs

in Europe.

He added that he had already taken action privately some time ago to disinherit
his son. The father then left for his meeting with the Govenor. After the meeting,
he added to the drama of the occasion by refusing to comment on whether or not
he and the Governor had discussed his son’s activities. This created a story that
captured the attention of the press. Newspapers throughout California and across
the nation, including Chicago and New York, carried details of the ideological
split between father and son, often on page 1 [42].

President Sproul, then in Los Angeles for a meeting, was asked by a reporter
what information he had on the younger May. Sproul had known Kenneth when
Kenneth was an undergraduate (in particular, through Kenneth’s activities as a

ti
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372 JONES, ENROS, AND TROPP HM It

son’s attitude might in some way interfere with his own ambitions’’ [45]. The
implication that any other father would do the same is simply empty rhetoric [46].

DISMISSAL AND WITHDRAWAL FROM THE UNIVERSITY

On October 11, Kenneth May was summarily dismissed from his teaching as-
sistantship in mathematics by the Board of Regents of the University on the basis
that his political beliefs and faculty position were ‘‘incompatible.”” Presumably
this was the result of an investigation promised by President Sproul in his inter-
view with the press in Los Angeles. Kenneth did not let this pass, but was quoted
as saying that the Regents had shown “‘their disregard for our democratic form of
government by denying my right to belong to a legally recognized political party’’
[47]. The action, however, apparently met with widespread approval. As far away
as Chicago, the Herald-Examiner ran an editorial on November 14, 1940, entitled
“Let Us Have Only American Teaching,”” in which both the university’s action
and Sam May’s disavowal of his son were heartily endorsed.

Kenneth, having been dismissed from his teaching position, then withdrew from
the University, but made clear his reasons and the very important issues at stake:

In taking an indefinite leave of absence from the University, I wish to make clear that this
action is not prompted by any approval of the decision of the Board of Regents in dismissing
me. The issue involved in the dismissal is one which must be fought out if this is to be a free
University. My reasons for withdrawing are indicated in the following statement:

Although my studies at the University of California have been largely in the Department of
Mathematics, my interest has turned increasingly to mathematics as a tool for economic
analysis, particularly in Marxist political economy and economic planning. It is in mathemati-
cal economics and statistics that I have done my graduate work. Economics, because of its
proximity to the decisive issues of the day, suffers more than any other subject from the
scholasticism, the divorce of theory and practice, and the outright suppression of free inquiry
which tend to characterize science in that part of the world still ruled by capitalism. Although
I had hoped to write a thesis in mathematical economics, I have come to the conclusion that I
cannot make such a thesis an honest part of my work and development at this time. I am too
dissatisfied with the theoretical framework within which it would have to be written. To
construct an alternative is a task of years, not months. And it is a task which can be done only
in closest connection with the daily struggles of the masses. For this reason Communist Party
activity is for me not an alternative to, but a necessary part of, scientific work. These are the
factors which make it possible for me without regret to leave the University for full participa-
tion in the working class movement. I hope in time to do more significant theoretical work
than would have been possible within the University. Most scientists who become Marxists
find that they can best carry on their work by remaining within the University and by
integrating their scientific work with the struggle against scholasticism and suppression on
and off campus. In deciding to leave the University, it is good to know that scores of others
remain to carry on this task in the academic world. [48]

PARTY WORK

Upon leaving the University, Kenneth worked full time for the Communist
Party. One event, exemplifying Ruth and Kenneth’s devotion to the Party, was a
housewarming marking their move into a house provided to them by Professor
McGovney. It had been decided by the Party that there should be an admission
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374 JONES, ENROS, AND TROPP HM 11

might, but legalities aside, they agreed that he would have a rough time anyway
because ‘‘most officers do not believe that a sane man could have [May’s] particu-
lar interest’” [52].

Kenneth had been trying to volunteer for service because the conscription
program in the early stages of the war did not draft married men. But the following
June (1942), his wife, Ruth McGovney May, filed for divorce [53]. This removed
one obstacle from his being inducted into the Army, but the primary difficulty
remained: his affiliation with the Communist Party. In a letter to Rogers (Novem-
ber 26, 1942), he succinctly described his situation.

As for the army, I have been on the receiving end of a first class run-around. My application
got stuck (for the ski troops) at the [Adjutant General’s Office], who is apparently too busy to
“make a decision for eight months now. When I was divorced, my draft board finally classified
me 1-A and sent me to the induction center in August. Since then, I have become a familiar
figure at the center, while new excuses not to induct me have been concocted: everything
from some trifling mistake in my forms to ‘‘rejected persuant to authority contained in First
Indorsement, Headquarters Ninth Corps Area, Fort Douglas, dated April 8, 1942°" whatever
that means. The real reason for these delays has of course remained an open secret. Last
week, I was drafted all over again only to have my induction again delayed at the center, and I
am still uncertain as to what and when what will happen from day to day and week to week.

Luckily, the war as a whole doesn’t seem to be handled in as bad a manner.

At the end of November (1942), Kenneth was finally inducted into the army and
within a week was made a squad leader and promised a chance for transfer to
officers’ training school. He was assigned to the 87th Mountain Infantry, probably
because of his experience as a skier and mountaineer. By June of 1943 he was
showing the esprit de corps which, in American military jargon, is called being
“‘gung ho’’: “‘I’'m an auto[matic]-rifleman in a rock-climbers’ platoon and hope to
be in the first wave of our combat team when we land on some now unknown
beach’ [54]. The unknown beach turned out to be on the island of Kiska in the
Aleutians; his company was among the first wave of American troops to land in
August of 1943, but the Japanese had already withdrawn. The company remained
there for five and a half months.

The following January (1944) he was on leave in Berkeley and visited with his
father several times. ‘1 am glad to report that he no longer sees the necessity of
our estrangement. Time often clears up misunderstandings even if it seldom re-
solves differences of opinion’’ [55]. This partial reconciliation may have come
about as the result of an especially poignant act on Kenneth’s part. It was the
custom during World War II for fathers with sons serving in the military to wear
lapel pins containing a star for each son. Sam May wore such a pin with one star—
representing Kenneth’s older brother. Kenneth purchased a two-star pin and sent
it to his father. An exchange of letters followed and finally a visit between them
[56]. It is not clear whether his father was swayed by this act of conciliation, or
Kenneth’s new style of patriotism now along lines the elder May approved of, or
by the realization that his son stood a good chance of being killed in the worsening
war—Tlikely a combination of these—but at this point the earlier damage to their
personal relationship was either rectified or largely overlooked [57].
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missed in the interview in his typical modest fashion. For his heroism, he received
a battlefield commission as a Second Lieutenant.

In the immediate aftermath of the war, Kenneth was stationed in Italy where he
was an instructor in mathematics at the Army University Study Center in Flor-
ence for a portion of 1945. During this period, he made plans to devote the first six
months out of uniform to completing his doctorate at Berkeley. In fact he returned
to the University of California at Berkeley during 1945-1946, including the sum-
mer of 1946, and received his Doctor of Philosophy on August 2. His thesis was
entitled ‘‘On the Mathematical Theory of Employment,”” which he summarized as
follows in the Preface.

In Professor G. C. Evans’ seminar in mathematical economics, a number of problems have
been investigated in terms of simplified models, especially the two industry model suggested
by Evans in 1934. Francis W. Dresch has established the connection between this two
industry model and a general economic equilibrium. The first section of this thesis establishes
a similar but more complete result for a one industry model. The second section introduces
techmical innovation and capital accumulation into the one industry model in a simple way
and studies the dynamic implications of Keynes’ equation of effective demand. . . . The
final section takes up the question of an optimum wage in an effort to avoid a merely formal
solution in terms of utility functions. The question of an “*optimum propensity to consume,’’
formulated originally by Oskar Lange, is reconsidered and various solutions obtained de-
pending on different optimum conceptions. Finally, a two industry model is used to study a
simplified optimum problem in 2 collectivist economy.

That fall Kenneth received one offer of a position at Carleton College in
Northfield, Minnesota, and accepted an assistant professorship [60]. Once again
his association with Walter Rogers and ICWA was to serve him well. The Presi-
dent of Carleton College in 1946 was Laurence M. Gould, who, at that time, was
also a trustee of the Institute for Current World Affairs. Gould had first heard of
Kenneth during the war when Walter Rogers wrote to Gould trying to get a better
assignment for Kenneth during the time he was being shunted around as a Private
First Class. Gould was then Chief of the Arctic Section of the Army’s Arctic,
Desert, and Tropic Information Center and Gould’s superior, Lieutenant Colonel
Carlson, was an old friend of Rogers [61]. Gould recalls having first met Kenneth
at an ICWA trustees dinner [62]. At any rate, Kenneth was hired and set out with
his wife, Jackie, for Northfield. They arrived before their housing was prepared,
so Gould directed them to the Boundary Waters region of northern Minnesota for
two weeks of canoeing in a country quite different from the Sierras of California
[63].

Kenneth May remained at Carleton College until moving to the University of
Toronto in 1966. It was in Toronto that he died suddenly on December 1, 1977

[64].
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family plumbing manufacturing concern. He had a record of public service which included advising
President Wilson on the Versailles Peace Conference and serving on commissions and as Minister to
China (1921-1922). The Root Commission to the Soviet Union, which traveled to Russia after the
Revolution, showed Crane that there was a lack of American diplomatic and advisory personnel
capable of leading American relations with the new regime in Soviet Russia. ICWA was established in
1925 in New York and presently maintains headquarters at Wheelock House, 4 Wheelock Street,

Hanover, N.H. 03755.
21. Letter, Rogers to the U.S. Embassy, London, January 14, 1938.
22. Letter, May to Rogers, February 15,1937.
23. Cablegram from John O. Crane to W. S. Rogers, June 18, 1937.
24. Letter, May to Rogers, October 5, 1937.
25. Letter, May to Rogers, November 10, 1937.
26. Letter, May to Rogers, January 24, 1938.

27. Ruth McGovney Kaspin stated that Kennedy probably asked Rogers for help in understanding
the English, and that Kenneth was brought into the picture to help gather information on English

public opinion.

28. Letter, May to Rogers, July 12, 1938.

29. Letter, May to Rogers, July 12, 1938.

30. Letter, W. S. Rogers to Ambassador Kennedy, September 9, 1938. Sam tried to get Kenneth to
accompany him to Czechoslovakia, so he would be away from England when Ruth McGovney arrived
en route to France [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

31. [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

32. Ruth McGovney Kaspin stated that such a prohibition against support of formal education
was not understood by Kenneth.

33. Letter, May to Rogers, August 13, 1938.

34. Kenneth paid a visit to the girl’s parents, even though he had never met them, and expressed his
condolences [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

35. [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

36. He served on the board from 1956 to his death.

37. [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

38. Letter, May to Rogers, February 14, 1939.

39, Letter, May to Rogers, August 22, 1939.

40. [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

41. [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

42. This account has been taken from issues of the Daily Californian (the student newspaper), the

San Francisco Chronicle, the Los Angeles Times, the San Diego Union, the Chicago Daily Times, and
the New York Times (where it appeared on page 25), and the New York Daily News, all dated

September 27, 1940.
43. The San Francisco Chronicle, September 27, 1940.
44. The San Francisco Chronicle, and the New York Times, September 27, 1940.

45. Letter, W. S. Rogers to J. N. Hazard, December 15, 1941.

46. The essence of this interpretation—that Sam May took to the public press to protect himself and
his own position—was shared by Kenneth and Ruth May [Ruth McGovney Kaspin].

47. The Los Angeles Times, October 11, 1940.
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