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CASANOVA AND THE BEAUFORT CIPHER

Brian J. Winkel

Jacques Casanova de Seingalt (1725-1798), the Italian adventurer (!), in
addition to his famed salacious and concupiscent skills, was a bit of a

cryptologist in his spare time.

In the words of William F. Friedman {2, p.l] —

"That Casanova, gifted as he was, should have had more than a pass-
ing knowledge of the esoteric subject of cryptology, along with
magic and the occult, should come as no surprise. We do not need
to take his (Casanova‘'s) own word for it; we possess at least three
separate testimonies in substantiation: (1) an enciphered signature
to one of his many published pamphlets; (2) a fairly long discussion
in the Memoirs of his decipherment of an enciphered manuscript be-
longing to the famous Mme d'Urfé&; and (3) a letter to an unidenti-
fied correspondent, dated about 1791, partly enciphered and publish-
ed as letter no. 82 in Patrizi e Avventurieri (Milano, 1930, p. 399-
400)."

Let us examine the third testimony cited by Friedman. The cryptic, frag-

mented message, upside-down on the bottom of letter No. 82 in Patrizi e

Avventurieri appeared as follows:

xdzeettmeyninbmtkzoe

nstcurbgaubufrfpelilk
nabuc

mxkeuxkztgignain

odonosornabucodo

maexme?ri

nosormnahbd

fois [1. p.11]

After much effort, both Friedman [2] and Bowers [1] determined from both
examination of the original document and eventual decipherment that the
text in Patrizi e Avventurieri contained certain errors. While there may
be still some doubt as to the accuracy of the corrections, it is believed

that the corrected text is as follows:

XD2Z2&& TTK&YNINBMEKEKZOE

UST&URBAQAUBUFQFUPS&TIK
NABUC
MXK&UXKZTGIGNATIU
ODONOSORNABUCODO
MAEXMG&RTI
NOSORNAB
FOIS
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Friedman [2] and Bowers ([1] in their dis
that the repeated use of the word NABUCO
out the H, of Nebuchadnezzar) served as

system. Further, the final four sets of
wedge leading to the recovery of the man
was used by Casanova. With Bowers [1] p

alphabet contained 23 letters (the lette

162

cussions of this cipher believed

DONOSOR (the Italian spelling, with-

a key-word for a Vigénere type
letters in the text provided a

ner in which the Vigénere system

ointing out that Casanova's

-

r I was used also as a J, the

letter U served alsc as a V, and there was no letter W) plus the ampersand

(&), we see that the Beaufort Tableau which equivalently may be used to

encipher and decipher the message of Cas

anova appears as follows:

WwOoOoUEmE QTR EZX

ZONHMOOWMWnHOXKN P QUEHTEODHRXP RS

22 0" xn4

MW QU EEQEHR R Z O

»
B

wOUmOD KRB 20U DnHAaE
jrel =

X < NaPwQUEHHEOITHXERZ2ONOWn A4
HOX <N pwOEHAOQTDHRPTZZ200WO NN
nH oKX <N POOOUOEHTYEO OMHSXFFIZZ O WG Wiz
W HEOX <N P OQOUOTODHRBPRZO WO
NoOwmHOX KN PpPOmOU@EAIODnHRERZZ2 O O

RO W nHE S XK KN

P OQUEHTODHREREZ OYO WwnE X< Niw
el

NapowOUEHHOEDHRPTEZO™O mnHAGCX KO
KN PO QUEHEBOZDHXNCEZO0WIOWnHEGX|U

o
1)
[

T QDM ODHXRHEZZOMIO SN 3K K N@p

O "o W n XN

Mo N

Thus, using the above Tableau it is seen

R m PO

N W OQUE Mm-S PO

et
220" W nHaX<NPWOO@D®EQn

HEZ2 000 XA« NPP@EOOQUHEEDODIHR|U
P RZ OO W nHCGK <N @WOUM

He PR 20" XdnHECX <N POUOESEI D
AT HXRMODOEZO0PWO TnNnHEHOX<NRPmOQUMEIE]
H D HRHAR2 ON0wnHEAa X KN OQUEma
HY Q@D AR EFR2 000 ENnETXKNs P00
UmMdAadkH®XDEZ20O":0wnHHEax<NQ P wOiK
QU EHAROQODHROCREZZ2 0900 P nHEHGCXKNLD P WOIN
TQOUEHPTODHXR 22000 00nHGSXKND R

ol S I S .

that that final four sets of

letters in the (corrected) text show accurate Beaufort encipherment:

Ciphertext: M & R I
Key: R N A B
Plaintext: F O I S

At this point it is left to the reader t

o decipher the complete cryptogram

of Casanova. But it should be noted that in employing the key-word

NABUCODONOSOR, Casanova was not perfect

he dropped two letters of key. Incident

probably represent the word "chiffre™.

(1) for at one point in the text

ally, the letters in the text "fre"

As for the translation of Casanova's
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cryptogram, we can only say that the plaintext is somewhat confusing and
we offer this cryptic conclusion from the pen of William Maxwell Bowers
[1. p. 16]:

"After reading and re-reading it, le tout trois fois,
it still does not make much sense and, peutétre en
aise fait, it is not intended to. However, it is ici
corrigé et revu and aussi au moins these scrawled
chiffre characters have been systematically converted
into true French words."

BON CHANCE!
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