SS490B Winning the Peace          Lesson 1: Course Overview / Introduction

	Lesson Objectives:

	1.0 Understand the vision, objectives, goals, and structure of the course, as well as the skills to be developed.
2.0 Understand the definition of “nation-building” and how these operations fit within the National Security Strategy of the United States.

3.0 Understand the role of junior leaders as part of such operations in the future.

	Homework:

	1. Read Transforming for Stabilization and Reconstruction Operations, by Hans Binnendijk and Stuart E. Johnson, pp 87-96 (Ch 6 – Broadening Military Culture).
2. Read “The United States as Nation Builder: Facing the Challenge of Post-Conflict Reconstruction,” in Winning the Peace, by Robert C. Orr, pp 3-18 (Ch 1).

3. Read “Nation-Building: The Inescapable Responsibility of the World’s Only Superpower,” in The Rand Review, Summer 2003, pp 17-27, found at:  http://www.rand.org/publications/randreview/issues/summer2003/rr.summer2003.pdf.
4. Scan The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, found at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nssall.html. 

	References:

	1. Hans Binnendijk and Stuart E. Johnson (Ed), Transforming for Stabilization and Reconstruction Operations, Washington, DC:  Center for Technology and National Security Policy, National Defense University, 2004.
2. Robert C. Orr (Ed), Winning the Peace:  An American Strategy for Post-Conflict Reconstruction, Washington, DC:  Center for Strategic and International Studies, 2004.

3. The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nssall.html. 

	Prerequisite Knowledge:

	· West Point Course:  Students should have successfully completed their American Politics core course, SS202, and their International Relations core course, SS307

· Other Students:  None

	Lesson Strategy:

	· The intent of this lesson is to introduce the vision, objectives, goals, and skills of “Winning the Peace,” and to explore the definition of nation-building and how such operations fit within the overall National Security Strategy of the United States.  Students should begin to think about their role within such operations, regardless of the debate over the role of the country or its Armed Forces in “nation-building.”
· This lesson uses a lecture by the course director to explain the course vision, objectives, goals, structure, and skills; followed by an interactive discussion with cadets about “nation-building” and the role of the US and the Armed Forces.
· The course director should give a presentation approximately 30 minutes in length, then conduct interactive discussion with cadets for the remainder of the class period.
· Endstate: At the end of this lesson a cadet should understand the following:
a. The vision, objectives, goals, and structure of the course, as well as the skills to be developed
b. The definition of “nation-building” and how these operations fit within the National Security Strategy of the United States.

c. The role of junior leaders as part of such operations in the future.

	Exploratory Learning Activity:

	· Read Dana Priest, “Nation-Building, At Its Very Corps,” (originally printed in The Washington Post, 9 March 2003, pg B.01)
· Read Joe Klein, “It’s Time for Extreme Peacekeeping,” (originally printed in Time, 24 November 2003, pg 25)

· Read Susan Rice, “Training Peacekeepers,” (originally printed in The Washington Post, 20 April 2003, pg B.07)

· Read Donald H. Rumsfeld, “Beyond Nation-Building,” (originally printed in The Washington Post, 25 September 2003, pg A.33)

· Read NPR Transcript, “Profile:  Nation building efforts in northern Iraq,” All Things Considered, 8 October 2003.

· Read Col Thomas X. Hammes, “4th-Generation Warfare,” Armed Forces Journal, November 2004, pg 40.

	Lesson Admin Notes:

	· Inform cadets of the time, location, and instructor for Lesson 2 (Your Immediate Future, a panel facilitated by MAJ Schweiss in room TH112, followed by a lunch seminar in LHB101, 1145-1245).
· Review reading assignment for Lesson 2.


	Time

(Min)
	ACTIVITY
	OUTLINE
	INSTRUCTOR NOTES

	30
	Lecture
	· Course Vision
· Course Objectives

· Course Goals

· Course Skills

· Course Structure
	

	25
	Discussion 
	· Definition of Nation Building
· The National Security Strategy of the United States and the role of the US and the Armed Forces in Nation Building
	

	
	
	· 
	


