SS490B Winning the Peace          Lesson 5: Historical Context

	Lesson Objectives:

	1.0 Understand previous US Army experience in post-conflict operations.
2.0 Understand how previous experience and history helps and hinders preparation and decision-making in current operations.

	Homework:

	· Read “Reconstructing Iraq: Insights, Challenges, and Missions for Military Forces in a Post Conflict Scenario” by Conrad C. Crane and W. Andrew Terrill, Strategic Studies Institute, February 2003, pages 1-54. http://www.carlisle.army.mil/ssi/pdffiles/PUB182.pdf.    Also on the SS490 website. 
· Read “Brave Rifles (3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment) Reading List for Operation Iraqi Freedom” on the SS490B website.

	References:

	None 

	Prerequisite Knowledge:

	None

	Lesson Strategy:

	· The lesson intent is to understand the role of the US Army in post-conflict operations in history with particular emphasis on 1989-2004.
· This lesson uses a group activity to identify and analyze post-hostility conflicts and compare them to present operations. During this activity, the cadets will learn the use and abuse of history and historical analogy. 
· Endstate: At the end of this lesson a cadet should understand the following:

a. The long history of US Army involvement in post-conflict operations
b. The role of history and experience in planning and executing current operations
c. The limits of history and experience in planning and executing post-conflict operations

	Exploratory Learning Activity:

	· Read books and articles listed in the 3rd ACR reading list before deployment to Iraq.

	Lesson Admin Notes:

	· Inform cadets of the time, location, and instructor for Lesson 6.


	Time

(Min)
	ACTIVITY
	OUTLINE
	INSTRUCTOR NOTES

	5
	Intro
	· Question:  What is the purpose of the US Army?
	

	5
	Prep for Group Activity
	· Break into Groups

· Assign Group Leaders
	

	25
	Group Activity
	· Question:  Write down as many instances of US Army involvement in post-conflict operations/nation-building as you can.  For each one, identify a similarity to OIF and a difference.

· Question:  What operation in US history was most like Operation Iraqi Freedom? Why?

· Question: How are post-conflict operations similar?  How are they different? 
	

	20
	Discussion
	· Uses and abuses of history

· Intellectual preparation for post-conflict combat
	


