SS490B Winning the Peace          Lesson 9: The Rule of Law

	Lesson Objectives:

	1.0 Understand the concept of the rule of law.

2.0 Understand the relationship of the rule of law to constitutions and constitutionalism, to

        legal rules, procedures, and institutions, and to democracy, human rights, and 

        economic development.

3.0 Understand how the rule of law can be developed and sustained.

	Homework:

	1. Michele Flournoy and Michael Pan, “Dealing with Demons: Enhancing Justice and Reconciliation,” in Winning the Peace, pp 89-102 (Ch 6)

2. Peter F. Schaefer, “Nation-Building from Scratch,” (originally printed in The Washington Post, 27 December 2002, pg. A.25), in Course Reader pp xx-xx. 

	References:

	1. Zakaria, Fareed, The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad (Norton, 2003)

2. Brown, Nathan, Constitutions in a Nonconstitutional World:  Arab Basic Laws and the Prospects for Accountable Government (SUNY: 2002)

3. Shapiro, Ian, ed., The Rule of Law (New York: New York University Press, 1994)
4. Ashdown, Paddy, “What I Learned in Bosnia,” New York Times, 28 October 2002, sec. A
5. Vanessa Blum, “A Slow Search for Justice in Iraq,” in Legal Times, vol XVIII, No. 24, January 24, 2005.

	Prerequisite Knowledge:

	· West Point Course:  Students should have successfully completed their American Politics core course, SS202, and their International Relations core course, SS307

· Other Students:  None

	Lesson Strategy:

	· The intent of this lesson is to introduce the concept, the elements, and the significance of the rule of law.
· This lesson uses a lecture by the course director to explain the rule of law, followed by a discussion with cadets about the importance and possibility of creating the rule of law.
· Endstate: At the end of this lesson a cadet should understand the following:
a. What the rule of law means

b. Why the rule of law is significant in the development of a country
c. The problems in creating and sustaining the rule of law

	Exploratory Learning Activity:

	· Read Morton Horowitz, “The Rule of Law: An Unqualified Human Good?”, Yale Law Journal 86 (1977)
· Read Joel Edan Friedlander, “The Rule of Law at Century’s End,” Texas Review of Law & Policy 5 (Spring 2001)
· Read O. Lee Reed, “Law, The Rule of Law, and Property: A Foundation for the Private Market and Business Study,” American  Business Law Journal 38 (Spring 2001)
· Read “Asian Business Survey: Of laws and men,” Economist, 7 April 2001, 17

	Lesson Admin Notes:

	· None


	Time

(Min)
	ACTIVITY
	OUTLINE
	INSTRUCTOR NOTES

	30
	Lecture
	· The concept of the rule of law
· The relationship of the rule of law to democracy, human rights, and economic development
	

	25
	Discussion 
	· The significance of the rule of law

· Difficulties and prospects in creating and sustaining the rule of law
	



