SS490B Winning the Peace          Lesson 11: Civil Society and Political Participation

	Lesson Objectives:

	1.0 Understand the connection between Civil Society and Political Participation
2.0 Understand the importance of the four basic civic skills:
1- Communication Skills

2- Organizational Skills

3- Collaborative Decision Making Skills

4- Critical Thinking

	Homework:

	1. Reading- Mary Kirlin, “CIRCLE Working Paper 06: The Role of Civic Skills in Fostering Civic Engagement”  found at www.civicyouth.org
2. Summary of the Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell by Robert Paterson's Radio Weblog found at: http://radio.weblogs.com/0107127/stories/2003/01/01/tippingPointNetVersion.html
3. Read the book review of the Tipping Point in, “The Next Big Thing”, Alan Wolfe. New York Times Book Review. New York: Mar 5, 2000. p. 8

	References:

	1. Hans Binnendijk and Stuart E. Johnson (Ed), Transforming for Stabilization and Reconstruction Operations, Washington, DC:  Center for Technology and National Security Policy, National Defense University, 2004.
2. Robert C. Orr (Ed), Winning the Peace:  An American Strategy for Post-Conflict Reconstruction, Washington, DC:  Center for Strategic and International Studies, 2004.

3. The Iraq Experience, a US Institute of Peace DVD production.

	Prerequisite Knowledge:

	· West Point Course:  None
· Other Students:  None

	Lesson Strategy:

	· It is not enough to try to “bring local governance” to a region.  The goal is to set the conditions for a stable, peaceful society that will continue to prosper when we leave.
· Today’s lesson will look at two major questions:
· What skills sets are needed to participate civically

· What are the common traits of successful civic engagement building
· Endstate: At the end of this lesson a cadet should understand the following:
a. Know the four basic civic skills of political participation
b. Understand how a community can reach the Tipping Point

	Exploratory Learning Activity:

	· Cadets will be able to list and identify other examples of events “tipping” around them 

	Lesson Admin Notes:

	· Cadets will review Lesson 10: Local Governance


	Time

(Min)
	ACTIVITY
	OUTLINE
	INSTRUCTOR NOTES

	15
	Lecture
	· Introduction to Civic Participation
	

	35
	Discussion 
	· The Four Basic Civic Skills
· The Tipping Point
	

	5
	Review
	· Highlight Major Points
	








