SS490B Winning the Peace          Lesson 28:  Islamism, Liberalism and the Clausewitzian 


                            Trinity

	Lesson 28 Objectives:

	1.0 Understand the philosophical foundations of modern Islamism and compare to the liberal democratic ideology of the West.  

2.0 Understand the interdependence between Islamism’s and the West’s strategic and political goals, military innovation/capabilities, and popular support.
3.0 Understand the important role of leadership and the “justice claim” in balancing the relationship between politics, the military, and the people (particularly in the war on terror).

	Homework:

	   1.  “Syed Qutb - John Locke of the Islamic World,” The Globalist, July 28, 2003, Muqtedar Khan, Visiting Fellow, Brookings Project on U.S. Policy Towards the Islamic World.  http://www.brookings.edu/views/articles/fellows/khan20030728.htm
   2.  SUMMARY (attached) of Posen, Barry R. and Andrew L. Ross.  “Competing Visions for US Grand Strategy.”  In International Security Volume 21, No. 3 (Winter 1996/97):  4 pages.
   3.  http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=82  (read section from “An Ideology of Revolution”…to…”Repackaging the Islam State”.  3 pages approx.  Kramer, Martin.
   4.  http://www.americanvalues.org/html/follow-up.html#Saudis  This link contains these two subsequent letters (below).  Read both letters.  If you have time, you will enjoy the Saudi response and the German response as well down further on the page.  These exchanges were published in prominent newspapers in each country in 2002, in response to 9/11.

Letter What We're Fighting For: A Letter from America Sixty scholars make the moral case for the war on terrorism. Feb 12, 2002
Letter Letter to America From an al-Qa'ida-linked website, a response purportedly from Osama bin Laden. Nov 27, 2002
   5.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qutbism  An internet encyclopedia highlighting Qutb’s thought and works.  Reference to bin Laden’s ideological links.

   6.  “Democratization,” short essay (attached) for Student Conference on U.S. Affairs by Brad Bowman and John Gallagher, Nov 2004.

	References:

	  1.  Clausewitz, Carl Von.  On War.  London: Penguin Books, 1982 (Vom Kriege originally published 1982).

   2.  Elshtain, Jean Bethke.  Just War Against Terror: The Burden of American Power In a Violent World.  New York:  Basic Books, 2003.
   3.  “Quadrennial Defense Review Report,” Department of Defense:  30 September 2001. http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/qdr2001.pdf

   4.  Qutb, Syed.  Milestones.  Karachi: International Islamic Publishers Karachi, 1981. 

5.  The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nssall.html. 

	Prerequisite Knowledge:

	· West Point Course:  Students should have successfully completed their American Politics core course, SS202, and their International Relations core course, SS307

· Other Students:  None

	Lesson Strategy:

	· The intent of this lesson is to familiarize cadets with the Islamist “story”—the worldview that sees democratization and the deliberate promotion of a liberal democratic ideology (as stated in the NSS) as a threat.
· The lesson will also tell the U.S. story—the promotion of democracy as essentially a universal value, including the restoration of civic peace, increased emphasis on human rights, and certainly a preservation of the balance-of-power status quo in the international system.  
· We will examine the interdependence between strategic goals, military action, and popular support in Islamism and US grand strategy, and highlight the critical role leadership and claims of justness play in synchronizing these elements.
· Endstate: At the end of this lesson a cadet should understand the following:
a. Relationship b/w US grand strategy and the Islamist view of the West.
b. The interdependence of strategy, military capability, and popular support.

c. That leadership and the claims of just cause represent the center of gravity.
d. Any plan to wage the war on terror must target the CofG, account for all three sources of strength, and understand the interdependence b/w these elements and both the U.S.’s and Islamism’s trinities.  

	Exploratory Learning Activity:

	· Almond, Gabriel, R. Scott Appleby and Emmanuel Sivan.  Strong Religion:  The Rise of Fundamentalisms Around the World.  Chicago:  The University of Chicago Press, 2003.
· Byman, Daniel L. and Kenneth M. Pollack.  “Let Us now Praise Great Men:  Bringing the Statesman Back In,” in International Security, Vol. 25, No. 4 (Spring 2001) pp107-146.
· Echevarria II, Antulio.  “Clausewitz’s Center of Gravity:  It’s Not What We Thought,” National War College Review, Vol. LVL, No. 1, Winter 2003. 
· Kramer, Martin.  “Fundamentalist Islam at Large:  The Drive for Power,” The International Policy Institute for Counter-Terrorism.  <http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=82
· Scruton, Roger.  The West and the Rest: Globalization and the Terrorist Threat.  Wilmington, DE:  ISI Books, 2002.

	Lesson Admin Notes:

	· Inform cadets of the time, location, and instructor for next lesson (Tuesday 5 April).
· Review reading assignment for Lesson 29; review out of class graded assignment due Lesson 31.


	Time

(Min)
	ACTIVITY
	OUTLINE
	INSTRUCTOR NOTES

	55
	Lecture and discussion
	· Clausewitzian Trinity

· US Natl Security Strategy
· Islamist Strategic/Political Goals
· Leadership in state and non-state actors
· Military innovation / support of the people
· Adjudication between claims of justness
	Slide brief; class participation


