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Central and Eastern Europe
Introduction

During the days of the Cold War, the region of Central and Eastern Europe lied at the forefront of American foreign policy.  While its level of strategic importance has markedly decreased in today’s world, the neglect of this region’s problems would be very ill-advised.  

It is true that the region does not posed an immediate, direct security threat to the United States, and as such it is not currently a top priority.  However, there are several issues regarding the region that present considerable and augmenting indirect security threats. 

Without a doubt, the United States policymakers need to pay careful attention to Central and Eastern Europe, because if left neglected, the region possesses the potential to denigrate quickly.  

Critical Problems facing Central and Eastern Europe
While Central Europe and the Eastern Bloc states do not present a definite direct threat to United States’ national defense, increased levels of instability in the region have the potential to effect remarkable change in the security environment.  

Russia, the most influential regional power in the area continues to exert itself over the smaller, weaker states.  Europe remains largely dependent on Russian Petroleum Reserves and suffers greatly when Russia threatens to decrease its output to the region.  This energy dependence causes Europe to heed the voice of Russia as the United States has no way of replacing Russia in this vital service.  
In some of the non-EU states, weapons smuggling lies at forefront of critical issues in the region.  Weak border security corruption in the government makes the shipment of arms a much easier task.  Therein lies the definite potential for rogue organizations with hostile intent to acquire weapons of mass destruction and high technology.  

The United States has announced plans to install a missile defense base in both Poland and the Czech Republic to defend against a possible attack from the middle east.  With Russia’s augmenting discontent, the United States is placed in a precarious position of persuading the two states to cooperate with the project at the expense of irritating their neighbor with whom they are dependent on for energy.  

Without question, the Balkans have been and continue to be a source of instability.  This region is troubled with ethnic dilemmas such as the issue of an independent Kosovo as well as a divided Cyprus.  If left to itself, the issue of Kosovo has the potential to spark another war for independence in Serbia.  
In addition to ethnic conflict, organized crime is prevalent in the region.  Crime organizations pose a direct affront to the state government because they undermine the power of the executive branch by disregarding the rule of law as well as lessen the public’s trust in the ability of the government to work effectively.  Oftentimes these organizations grow to such an affluent status that they bribe and sponsor politicians, resulting in state capture.  This ultimately results in the loss of economic potential in addition to augmenting the threat of arms smuggling operations.   
Suggestions for US policy

Eastern Europe and Moscow
In order to improve the situation of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) it is of vital importance for the United States to attend to the relations of both the United States and the CEE region with Moscow. The two issues of concern that must be addressed include Moscow’s monopolization of Energy over the countries of Eastern Europe and the concerns over the U.S.’s  plans for a missile defense system in Poland. 

It is not in the best interest of the United States that Russia is the sole supplier of energy to the region of Central and Eastern Europe. Having a single supreme controller of energy, the CEE region’s stability is disrupted. Therefore, Russia has an unlimited control over the energy sources thereby turning their ability into a political and strategic weapon of influence against the CEE. 
Our proposed solution for the United States is a diplomatic policy. The first part includes a one-on-one discussion with Russia with the goal of convincing Russia that it would not be beneficial to flex their muscle of power over the energy and that they should act in a civil manner by applying a contract maintaining a fair price and guaranteed flow of energy to the reliant countries. The second part involves the United States working with the European Union and the countries that comprise Central and Eastern Europe. With the assistance of the European Union the United States would negotiate with these countries and convince them to increase the diversity of their sources of energy by using different suppliers, alternatives, and by supporting competition for power, and reducing their overall dependence on the energy supplied by Russia. 

The United States, in an effort to protect itself from an Iranian missile attack, intends to set up a nuclear defense system in Poland. However, this has obviously become a sore issue for both Russia and Poland. Russia believes that these missiles are in fact too close to them, and instead intended as a counteraction to Iran, will be used as an attack onto Russia. As for Poland, the government is fearful that they will not be able to control these weapons for their own defense if they are turned into a target themselves. 

In order to appease both of these countries while still fulfilling the U.S’s original intention for security, a proposed strategic plan involves a new missile treaty to be managed by all three parties; the United States, Poland, and Russia. A three pronged control to promote transparency and increase the sense of stability within Poland and pacify the security concerns of Russia.   

Improving Economic Stability

The United States stands to benefit politically and economically from a stronger, unified European Union and NATO.  The recent expansion of the EU, particularly in regards to Eastern and Central Europe, has allowed nearly all NATO to also act as members of the EU, resulting in a more synergized and powerful Europe.  In order to strengthen the American-European relationship for the future, as well as to secure a strong trading partner, ally, and counterbalancing force against a resurgent and potentially hostile Russia, the United States must seek to ensure that existing and potential member states within Central and Eastern Europe are politically and economically stable.  These countries, however, face many difficult and challenging problems that could potentially weaken or prevent their accession to the EU and/or NATO.  United States foreign policy should address these concerns to ensure that the states within Eastern and Central Europe are economically and politically strong enough to allow for continued beneficial American-European relations.  

In regards to current EU member states, the United States will respect the authority of the EU leadership and will defer to this leadership on all issues regarding the status of current member states, to include internal issues, such as economic and political stability, as well as relations with other EU states.  The United States fully supports the rapid integration of Croatia into the EU as soon as possible, as this state is clearly ready to actively contribute and benefit from membership within the EU.  Along the same lines, United States endorses the eventual integration of Albania, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Macedonia into the EU contingent on their meeting the standards set forth in the Copenhagen Criteria.  An expansion of the EU further into Eastern and Central Europe and a continuation of the successful reforms of recently indoctrinated member states throughout the region will ensure that the EU will continue to guarantee stability throughout Europe.  

As for NATO, the United States must insist that current members fulfill their previously agreed security requirements.  Too many member states are benefiting from the strategic advantages and the protection provided by NATO without actively contributing to the alliance itself.  The United States will take steps to encourage member states to contribute more of their budgets to defense spending.  Such steps include increased training of Central and Eastern European forces by United States forces, thus making them more self-sufficient, effective, and beneficial to the interests of the United States in the region.  Possible shipments of military equipment from the United States are also contingent upon increased defense spending in the region.  Furthermore, Central and Eastern European member states must demonstrate their commitment to NATO by increasing their contributions to NATO missions around the globe, particularly in regards to operations in Afghanistan and the Balkans.  The United States will offer conditional aid packages to states that take steps to increase their military and peacekeeping role in these regions while potentially withholding aid to those states who fail to make noticeable contributions to NATO security missions.   

Ethnic Tensions

Ethnic tensions in the Western Balkans are the most pressing security concern in the region and the whole of the EU.  If these problems go unresolved and the states in the region are not eventually integrated into the EU and NATO, ethnic conflict threatens to overtake and destabilize the continent.  The situation at the Kosovo-Macedonian-Albanian border demands immediate attention from the United States.  To diffuse this hostile situation, the United States supports a diplomatic effort in which the parties continue to hold multilateral negotiations that are supervised by external states and organizations, such as the EU and the United States.  The United States should not support immediate independence of Kosovo from Serbia.  A peaceful solution to the conflict in the Western Balkans will be instrumental in facilitating the expansion of a stronger EU and NATO alliance.  It will also serve as a model to solve other ethnic problems in the region, such as the recent tensions between Hungary and the Slovak Republic.  
