Global Social Concerns Policy Paper



avoid “impact” as a verb
SCUSA Conference 

October 31st- November 2nd 2007

Currently, “1.1 billion people live in extreme poverty, 1/6th of humanity faces chronic hunger, lack of access to health care, safe water, sanitation, and education
.”

These global social concerns are transnational in nature, falling under multiple jurisdictions, and ultimately influence US policy and security.  This paper will serve as a US foreign policy recommendation and will reflect the increasingly relevant relationship between US policy and global social concerns.  These matters include global heath issues, environmental threats and human rights violations.  

These issues and concerns warrant US attention and involvement due to the increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of the world today.  These issues may not seem as overtly relevant as nuclear weaponry in foreign national’s hands; however, globalization increasingly links these issues to the well being and security of American citizens.  Rapid global mobility shortens the travel time of a south Asian super virus from months and years to hours and days.  Moreover, contemporary research is showing environmental pollutants to be posing a more significant threat than previously thought. 

With the ever-changing landscape of the international community and the United States’ growing unpopularity within this framework it is imperative for the United States to reevaluate its current foreign policies.  This recommendation for policy change should be guided by the following principles: leadership by example, multilateralism, and cultural sensitivity.  In order to lead effectively the United States must get its own house in order.  The United States can no longer condone torture and illegal detention while pressing others to amend their human rights policies. The United States needs to imbed its actions abroad in a multilateral framework; the current administration’s preference for unilateral action has diminished the United States’ credibility and legitimacy abroad.  In this globalizing world it is in the best interest of the United States to be an active member in a representative, multilateral coalition of intervention than to be the sole intervening force.  Moreover, United States foreign policy must become more culturally sensitive in order to be more effective.

Environmental Threats

Global climate change, increased desertification, and extreme pollution are just a few of the preeminent environmental threats facing the world today.  In order to tackle these pressing matters, the United States must work multilaterally with state and non-state actors to reduce the affects of the aforementioned problems.

Following the example of our European allies, the United States must take steps in environmental reform.  Three particular points which must be addressed are: one, the United States must join the international community by adhering to the mandates of the Kyoto Protocol, two the US must recognize that increased environmental sustainability will make society and its tools work more efficiently, three an educational campaign must be undertaken to provide the public with information in order to explain ways for individuals to reap the benefits of a more environmentally efficient home. 


The United States must start at home on the fight to protect the environment.  By signing the Kyoto Treaty with a newly extended timeline to accomplish necessary changes, the U.S. will demonstrate to the world that it regards environmental issues to be of the utmost importance.  Once part of a multinational treaty, the U.S. will work toward specific goals to reduce carbon emissions with its global partners, setting the stage for environmental policies for years to come.


Sustainability and resource management is another key issue for the United States. The U.S. should invest in the development of, and transition to, green technologies.  Additionally, the U.S. government should take the lead in environmental conservation for the nation through the "greening of the government," through such policies as mandating the use of recycling programs at government facilities, using compact fluorescent light bulbs in government buildings, using solar and wind power at government facilities where feasible, and the construction of energy efficient buildings in future construction projects.


To maintain our goal of sustainable development it is necessary to educate the American people to recycle and to conserve energy. To implement this policy the government must reform educational curriculum at the primary, secondary, and high school levels in order to educated students about simple step they can take to protect the environment.  Moreover, recycling mandates must be implemented in American cities.  

Global Heath Issues

Global health is a significant issue facing today’s world that transcends national territories and cultural differences. Three significant global health issues are basic human needs, HIV/AIDS prevention, and infectious disease.  

The basic needs of society include the fundamental resources necessary for human survival; these are proper nutrition through access to essential vitamins, minerals, medicines, and clean water.  For example, Vitamin A deficiency affects 140 million preschool children in 118 countries and more than seven million pregnant women.  It is also a leading cause of child blindness across developing countries.   Today, 40 million people worldwide are inflected by HIV/AIDS and this number is expected to reach 100 million by 2025.  The US must take drastic actions to reverse this trend both at home and around the world.  Without such action this pandemic threatens the stability of the world community.  

Besides HIV/AIDS, infectious diseases are making a grave impact on humanity.  Some viruses that may soon evolve into massive global threats are malaria, West Nile, and Avian Influenza.  Malaria claims the lives of more than 3 million children annually.  At the same time, there has been a reemergence of diseases such as TB, cholera, and small pox.  Unfortunately, there is no incentive for pharmaceutical companies to find cures for reemerging diseases like TB, which have traditionally been prevalent in developing countries. 

It is in the interest of the US to address these global health concerns.  Global health stability is directly related to US security interests.  When basic health needs are met and access to health care is available, breeding grounds for terrorists are eliminated and U.S. world stature is enhanced.    The US government can take a number of steps to combat these threats.  The U.S. government should actively support local and international organizations working on the following initiatives,  the establishment of women’s health clinics, the purification of water, hygiene and sanitation education, and the provision of nutrient supplements and vaccinations.   HIV/AIDS prevention requires research funds for more effective treatments and government initiatives to decrease the costs of pharmaceuticals for those affected by the disease.

Human Rights Violations

Human rights violations have become an issue of increasing global concern.    The United States will not be able to take active international leadership in human rights issues if it is a violator of human rights.  U.S. foreign policy must comply with international standards established by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other multilaterally drafted documents.  Thus, Congress should pass a law prohibiting all US agencies from torturing prisoners.  The US needs to efficiently prosecute detainees and uphold internationally accepted standards of due process.  The US needs to improve soldier education on the laws of war to ensure they do not unintentionally commit human rights violations.  By demonstrating the commitment to humane practices, the U.S. government will be able to effectively lead the world in human rights policy.

 The US government needs to work with non-governmental organizations to improve the conditions in Refugee camps and provide a cohesive administrative structure.   The United States government should also support non-governmental organizations in their efforts to provide humanitarian relief.  One way to do this is to provide more resources to the State Department in order to work with local, foreign, and U.S. non-governmental organizations, so that the United States can leverage the power of individual’s talents and skills with the capabilities of the U.S. government.   


The United States needs to ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.  Signing this treaty will open many doors for the U.S. to influence and continue its role as a leader of human rights, especially for women. If the government signs this important convention it can become a member of the convention’s advisory committee. Being a member of this committee gives the United States a powerful role to make recommendations on how countries address and improve the equality for women. 

Summary/Conclusion
As the global population faces threats of the gravest magnitude the United States’  policies must be more informed and inclusive of internationally recognized standards.   Today’s globalized world poses threats from many arenas and US policy must be capable of responding appropriately. This recommendation for policy change has been guided by the following principles: leadership by example, multilateralism, and cultural sensitivity.   It is only through these principles that the United States will be able to be in concert with the world community in responding to the greatest challenges of the 21st century.  
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