Latin America and the Caribbean

Policy Paper

The United States and Latin America are inexorably intertwined by close proximity.  Political and economic stability in Latin America is vitally important for the security of the United States.  Trade between the US and Latin American nations has created a sense of interdependency between the two regions. The rise of populist regimes, organized crime and natural disaster destabilize the region and pose a threat to American foreign interests.  Two out of four of the main oil suppliers are in Latin America (Mexico and Venezuela).  Securing relations with Latin America are thus necessary in order to decrease reliance on Middle Eastern oil and prevent an oil crisis.  The futures of Latin America and the United States are therefore interconnected.

Freedom Issues: 

The rise of left-leaning or populist governments threatens to undermine political and economic freedoms in the Western Hemisphere.  The policies of Venezuela, Bolivia, and Cuba’s leaders have lead to a radicalization of the left in Latin America in recent years.  The increasing popularity and support for these leftist ideals is source of concern to the United States.  
As history has shown, there are fundamental problems with leftist, populist governance in Latin America.  The resources that facilitate the rise of populism are finite in Latin America.  Once the funds that support the generosity that fosters the popularity of the regime disappear, citizens once again become restless with the leaders.  Angry citizens easily lead to the fall of a particular ruling body.  The fall of the regimes often leaves a dangerous political vacuum, opening the way for authoritarian regimes to take hold, creating an unstable pattern of governance in the region.  Corruption that results from a lack of political transparency is often the cause of these unstable political situations that lead Latin Americans to support populist regimes.  History indicates that populism is not a long-term, sustainable solution, and that it is counter-productive to the creation of an active and effective citizenry. A system based on dependency on the state negates the individual responsibility to participate and hold the government accountable. 
A primary concern with the presence of leftist regimes in Latin America is that these regimes tend to limit individual political and economic freedoms.  In Latin America democratically elected leaders often subsume the power and agency of the citizenry.  In an effort to cure social inequality political and economic rights are limited.  This side effect of left leaning governance is antithetical to the liberal democracy the United States favors.  
Security Issues:

Security plays a vital role worldwide in these uncertain times.  The primary security concerns in Latin America are organized crime, uncontrolled migration across borders, and natural disasters.  These issues destabilize countries in the region and permit the proliferation of populist ideology.  The United States should take a proactive role in the development of the security in the area.

Historically organized crime tied to narco-terrorist organizations have been the primary security concern in the area.  The FARC in Colombia, Shinning Path in Peru, and the Mexican Cartels throughout Mexico and Central America have destabilized the security situation in the region.  Extreme poverty in Latin America creates an enabling environment for organized crime leading to drug traffickers.  Lack of social mobility and inequalities drive young men to join these criminal groups.  The primary recipient of narcotics from Latin America is the United States.  These criminal organizations have infiltrated American cities causing an increase in criminal activity and the degradation of parts of society.  

In the past, kidnapping was used by revolutionary groups to further their political aims.  In recent times, it has become a tool used by criminal organizations for economic enrichment.  This is a severe issue because it creates an environment of fear and helplessness, not conducive to future economic and political development.  Poverty fuels crime and crime hampers development.  Response to this security issue is not in the reach of some developing nations.


Migration across borders has become one of the most discussed topics with regard to Latin America, especially in the United States.  In the US there are an estimated 10 million illegal immigrants, mostly from Mexico and Central America.  Other countries like the Dominican Republic, Chile, Venezuela, Argentina and Mexico deal with undocumented migration to their nation with varying degrees of success.  In the US opposing groups have been unwilling to compromise on the immigration issue.  The call for law enforcement and the placement of a fence on the US-Mexican border has become the primary focus on the issue.  On the other side, reform of immigration policy is of the utmost importance.  Until consensus is reached between these groups, the debate on immigration will continue.


Another security concern for Latin Americans is the perennial, seemingly inevitable threat of natural disasters.  In recent years, we have seen devastating hurricanes, earthquakes, and drought spread throughout the region.  These harmful, yet natural, occurrences have destroyed infrastructures throughout Latin America and undermined helpless governments at the whim of the unforgiving hand of Mother Nature.  Those who are already poor throughout the region are often unable to save themselves from the dangerous effects of such events, as evidenced by the high death toll after nearly every bout of disasters.  Governments in the region—already strapped for funds—are unable to summon the resources necessary to help their people, and in many instances are barely able to save themselves.   
Responsibilities:
It is important to monitor Latin America not only to defend the rights of the citizens but also to protect the myriad resources that reside in their soil and in their culture.  As our panel discussed the many problems previously described, we realized that it is nearly impossible to solve any of these problems independently.  The challenges that Latin America faces are all intertwined, particularly tangled by the ever present gap between the rich and the poor.
 Responsibility


The United States’ response to the problems of freedom and security and Latin America should be in both the economic and the diplomatic realm.  Economic inequality is at the root of most of the problems facing Latin America today.  The most effective forms of economic assistance would be increased spending in micro finance loans and cooperate responsibility in the region.  Liberalization of the economy is predicated on the incorporation of individual and corporate investment with government spending. A combination of these two methods would involve individuals and multinational corporations in the economic stabilization of the region.  Besides funneling more money into Latin America, involving diverse investors will also help raise awareness about the problems and virtues of the land and its people.  Part of this diversification is greater participation and cooperation through regional and international free trade agreements. 


Historically, the efficiency and justice of Latin American governments has depended on the prosperity of the nation’s economy.  Consequently, it will be difficult to implement full and permanent political and diplomatic reforms without also enacting economic reforms. However, that said, strengthening of party politics and expanding political freedoms is imperative for the progress of the region.  The United States and several non-governmental organizations are already involved with monitoring the elections in many countries in Latin America.  These efforts must continue for there is much work left to be done.  

Latin America has come a long way from the authoritarian regimes of the 1970’s; however violations of political freedoms still exist, and greatly diminish the legitimacy of Latin American governments.  The United States has halted its blind support for left leaning leaders.  It is improper for the United States to intervene in the region every time a corrupt leader takes power.  However, the United States is duty bound to hold its neighbor’s hand as it walks along the path towards liberal democracy.  Fulfilling this duty will take many forms over the years, and it is the United States’ responsibility to remain educated and aware of how the country can best use its resources to help Latin American development.  

As previously mentioned, the problems facing Latin America are interconnected.  The main security issues related to organized crime, immigration, and natural disaster response are all affected by the economic situation of Latin Americans.  Reducing the economic disparities will naturally alleviate much of the security issues.  With economic security in law abiding jobs, citizens will be less tempted to engage in illegal activities that threaten the security of the state such as kidnapping, drug trafficking, and theft.  Furthermore, problems associated with immigration will be mitigated once citizens feel economically and political secure in their native countries.  

Natural disaster response is difficult to implement in the absence of structural and institutional stability.  Citizens are hard pressed to worry about the devastation from a possible natural disaster when their families do not have enough to eat, and they are being persecuted by the nation’s illiberal regime.  Once again, addressing citizens’ most basic needs of economic and political freedom will encourage the foresight to properly prepare for the devastation of a natural disaster.

 In order to secure progress and stability in this hemisphere, the United States must embrace their role in supporting the continued freedom and security of Latin America.  The issues of the region are complex—though this does not mean they are impossible to solve.  The United States must work with populist regimes to ensure transparency, stability, and continued economic progress through free trade, appropriate forms of aid, and institutional reform.  An increase in economic growth throughout the region, coupled with a consistent US commitment to ensuring the decrease of corruption, crime, and poverty in the global south will lead to a promising future for our hemisphere.  As responsible citizens and leaders, we all must realize that the future of our world relies on the partnership between all of the Americas.   
