SCUSA 59 Policy Recommendations 

Middle East Gulf States

Iran

The most urgent issue with Iran is their ambitions to obtain a nuclear weapon(s).  This would involve several threats to the international community beyond the threat of them simply using the aforementioned weapon.  Additionally, there is the potential for Iran to pass the weapon along to a non-state actor.  The second issue would be the threat of Iran using the weapon to employ nuclear deterrence to allow them to more openly support Hezbollah, both militarily and financially.  
Another part of deterrence is the fact that they could employ an aggressive foreign policy without needing to fear an American military reprisal.  There is also the threat that if Iran’s government falls, the weapon could unintentionally fall into the hands of a non-state actor or a new Iranian government with unclear objectives and internal security issues.  A nuclear Iran would also increase the potential for nuclear proliferation within the region, particularly in Egypt and Saudi Arabia, further destabilizing the region.  


It is unlikely that we can prevent an Iranian nuclear program altogether, for a variety of reasons.  Due to a lack of American military capital, as well as the difficulty posed by Iran’s geographic features, we cannot make credible military threats.  Additionally, the threat of alienating the expanding liberal middle class in Iran is to great to risk a military strike.  The current sanctions regime has proven ineffective in coercing Iran to give up its nuclear ambitions.  Furthermore, under the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Iranian government is guaranteed the right to a civil, nuclear power program provided it does not weaponize said program.  We support this right provided that Iran fully complies with IAEA safeguards in accordance with the Non-Proliferation Treaty.  In addition, due to the clandestine nature of the Iranian nuclear program prior to 2001, the additional protocol should be observed and enforced.  

Iran’s involvement in Iraq has been steadily increasing since the end of major combat operations.  Iraq’s large Shi’a population gives Iran a great deal of influence in the southern portions of Iraq.  Furthermore, Iranian weapons transfers to insurgent groups further complicate Iraqi, and regional, stability.  Given the stated American objectives of achieving stability in Iraq, forging a more stabilizing role for Iran in Iraq is essential.  

Considering the aforementioned factors, our proposal is a “Grand Bargain” between Iran and the west.  The first step would be for the US to normalize relations with Iran immediately in order to have a basis for negotiations.  This would involve a more careful, and diplomatic, use of language in our dealings with Iran.  In addition the US should be willing to bring many potential concessions to the table.  Among these concessions the US should be willing to bring Iran to the negotiating table on the subject of Iraq by acknowledging their status as a regional power.  The US should make it clear that they are willing to support an Iranian civil nuclear power program in accordance with the Non-Proliferation Treaty.  One possible option would be for the US to continue to support the recent Saudi proposal for civil nuclear power programs across the region.  The US should also be willing to recognize the peaceful political intentions of Hezbollah’s the non-militant wing of Hezbollah.  Additionally the US should make it clear to Iran that cooperation on their obligations included in this bargain will lead to the scaling back, and eventual elimination, of the current sanctions regime as well as potential US support for Iran’s acceptance into the World Trade Organization.  The US should also be willing to offer security guarantees to eliminate Iranian popular, and government, security concerns.  Ultimately, a good-faith effort by the Iranian government would allow the US to remove Iran from the list of state sponsors of terror.  

The aforementioned American concessions are contingent upon three primary Iranian concessions.  The first and most important of these concessions is for Iran to cooperate with the IAEA and fulfill their obligations as signatories of the NPT including the additional protocol.  The second would be for Iran to work with, rather than against, stated American objectives for stability in the region.  This would include, among other objectives, for Iran to help the MNC-I to foster an environment for a stable, independent, and prosperous Iraq, by helping to secure their borders with Iraq and helping to temper Shi’a sectarian violence.  The third major concession would be for Iran to end its support of the militant arm of Hezbollah.  

Upon successful implementation of this agreement, a few long-term goals should be stated.  The first would be recognition of Israel’s right to exist in return for the US being a fair, balanced, and impartial mediator to include supporting the creation of a Palestinian state to neighbor Israel.  Finally the mutual disarmament of nuclear powers in accordance with the NPT should be a long-term objective.  

In conclusion, it is imperative that these negotiations be held in public so that both parties can be held accountable by the international community.  Additionally, it must be acknowledged that diplomacy is difficult and that some of these proposals would have to be contingent upon trust building, but the curtailing of a potential Iranian nuclear weapons program should be the goal of the international community.  

Iraq

In Iraq, the United States faces many complicated and confounding challenges.  The desired end state will determine any current action taken.  With opinions divided at home and squarely set against us abroad, it is the consensus of the group that the US must seek broader international collaboration and insight.  With international assistance, the United States can better formulate objectives and articulate a policy.  This policy should include social, political and military strategies within Iraq.

Military Objectives: Due to domestic instability, the United States seeks to augment the Iraqi Police Force.  With US military support, the IPF can work to improve border security, decrease insurgency, and develop an effective Iraqi intelligence bureau.  It is the opinion of the group that it is only Iraqis who can, in the long term, efficiently secure Iraq.  The growing self sufficiency of the Iraqi Police Force will result in the decrease of United States troop levels in Iraq.  The US hopes to leave Iraq as a secure, stable ally.  Through US provision of security during this time of political transition, the new government can more effectively chart its political future. 

Political Objectives: Without the establishment of a stable government, Iraqi’s sectarian divisions will result in a failed state.  This instability would horrifically affect the entire region; accordingly, the entire Middle East region must positively contribute to a stable and secure Iraq.  This requires the United States to participate in diplomatic dialogue with the major political actors in the region, including Syria, Iran, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia.  The United States should also consult intergovernmental organizations in an effort to seek broad-based consensus on a way forward in Iraq.  This would include establishing a more transparent US policy in Iraq and the greater Middle East region, particularly in the area of regional self-determination; it is imperative that Iraq develops a government that best serves its distinct political needs.  The formation of a self-determined government in Iraq will hasten the withdrawal of troops and the contraction of international commitment.
The United States should encourage Iraq to seek open dialogue with Turkey concerning the activities of the PKK in northern Iraq and work in concert with Turkey to improve border security in this region.  This will reduce terrorist activities and violence in the border communities of these two nations.  

Social Objectives: The international community should invest in the development of infrastructure in Iraq to alleviate the crushing economic and social problems that currently plague the nation.  Radicalism breeds in a climate of poverty and disillusionment, hence the investment in human capital will help to reduce the trends of insurgency.  Additionally, this will establish a sense of national identity as opposed to the current ethnic and religious divisions that prohibit a unified Iraq.   

US and international efforts need concentrated focus on the improvement of educational opportunities for the Iraqi citizens.  A more inclusive and open educational system will contribute to a more progressive polity.  

If the United States is to gain international support in Iraq, it is imperative for the US to articulate its policy to the global community.  

Saudi Arabia


At this time, Saudi Arabia is a strategic ally to the United States. Saudi Arabia currently provides a platform for US military in the Middle East. Its monarchy allows for a stable government to be in place to help normalize the region and act as a mediator in regional issues of division.  The current policy towards Saudi Arabia is to maintain the status quo without significantly altering current relations. 

Based on our decision, the following are current options, which we see as imperative to our strategy. Decreasing visible US military assets in Saudi Arabia will decrease tensions in the public sector without compromising military security in the region. The current standard of interdependence between the two nations naturally ties the US and Saudi Arabia together. US dependency on Saudi Arabian oil must be reduced and focused in regions outside the Middle East to reduce interconnected concerns between economics and politics. This will likewise involve a massive effort toward the research into and the production of alternative energy resources. The US must also encourage Saudi bids and efforts to assist and subsidize the creation of Iranian nuclear enriching factories in a neutral country to further alleviate Middle East nuclear tensions. Lastly, in order to counter the decentralized, trans-national rise of extremist Wahibi factions, the US must increase technological and military assistance to Saudi Arabia in return for the increased education of hierarchal powers towards non-threatening strands of Wahabi’ism and the consequential education of the Saudi Arabian populous to that fact.

