Western Europe
Diplomacy

A positive US image in Europe is necessary if we wish to secure the cooperation and command the respect of European nations and peoples.  In recent years our image has been tarnished by insensitive diplomacy and a perceived violation of the common rule of law.  We therefore recommend the five following policies: 

-  Reassessment of Presidential authority and rejection of the Bush Administration’s “New Paradigm” 

-  New educational programs including new trans-Atlantic exchanges;

-  A united approach to relations with China and India; 

-  The formation of a joint energy commission; 

-  The creation of a general coordination office within the White House 


Reassessment of Presidential authority and rejection of the Bush Administration’s “New Paradigm”: 

We must restore our moral authority by addressing the mistakes of past administrations.  We recommend that the next president must abandon the Bush Administration’s expansive definition of presidential powers.  Compliance with the international treaties we have signed is not optional.  We must demonstrate to our European allies our willingness to be held accountable by the international community for treaties we have signed.  In addition, we must condemn torture openly and commit ourselves to strict adherence to Common Article Three of the Geneva Conventions.  

New educational programs including new trans-Atlantic exchanges 

We recommend a series of new educational and exchange programs to bridge the cultural misunderstanding between Europeans and Americans.  Our goal would be to educate Americans about European history and culture and visa versa.  We recommend the State Department sponsor new American Studies programs at colleges and universities throughout the EU; that the State Department a extended stay program through which Europeans might study in the United States with the requirement that they stay in multiple regions of the country; increased funding for State Department’s existing International Visitors program; encourage American universities to adopt a more international approach to learning at their European campuses; triple the existing federal funding for area studies programs; encourage a greater emphasis on international studies in American public schools via grant, tax incentives, and public-private sector partnerships.  


Approach to relations with China and India 

Recognizing that the whenever possible the US and the EU develop a common platform for dealing with two emerging world powers: India and China.  

Joint energy commission 

We recommend that the US government and the EU establish a joint commission of experts in the fields of business, science, and policy to develop a trans-Atlantic energy sharing network.  This commission must also concentrate its efforts on developing alternative energy sources.  

Coordination Office 

We plan to create an office which efficiently coordinates US policy and ensures the deconfliction of government agencies.  This would be in the White House, under the leadership of someone with interagency experience with a team of experts that understands the Department of Defense, the Department of State and USAID.   An important component of this office would be an educational program designed to develop interagency experience and contacts.  This office should also play a role in liaising with the UN and NGOs in order to ensure a coherent US approach to development and security and more effectively promote US interests vis-à-vis these organizations.  

We consider the preceding policy recommendations an essential part of the restoration of American image abroad.  They require the meticulous use of soft power and the perfected, thorough, and direct use of public diplomacy.  To encourage genuine cooperation, we advocate an openness to joint program management and a more consultative style of policy making.  Our policies will rely on the successful cooperation of government with the private sector and, because of the time-sensitive nature of these issues, should be embarked upon with the utmost haste.  

Economics
In a world where globalization has become a reality, the United States and Western Europe must work together to ensure that both sides benefit in the fields of economic prosperity and security. In order to achieve those objectives the United States must initiate reforms, beginning with those at home, to encourage change in Western European economies.


The United States must take major steps to improve its financial credibility in the eyes of the world. First, the United States must stabilize its currency by reducing the twin deficits. The government must reform entitlement spending, reestablish public and private savings, and reduce the trade deficit. We recommend that at the beginning of a new administration, the United States Congress immediately establish a commission to reform entitlement programs.  To lay the foundation for more productive US-EU talks, the United States should further reduce tariffs, subsidies, and capital barriers.


Furthermore, the United States must take direct measures to encourage competitive growth in Western Europe, as it is clear that reform in that region is in the national interest of the United States.  Some European nations face an uncertain economic future due to a range of fiscal and economic difficulties including: structural deficits, labor market rigidity, lagging educational reforms, a rapidly aging population, and the cost of citizens’ pensions and healthcare.


Economic nationalism in the United States and Europe is a threat to transatlantic trade and investment.  In order to eliminate this issue, we recommend policies similar to those in our domestic propositions, including the mutual elimination of tariffs and subsidies, and barriers to foreign direct investment.


In today’s transatlantic environment, it is crucial that both Europe and the United States promote and maintain a mutually beneficial economic relationship.  In addition to the bilateral steps outlined above, both sides should closely cooperate within multilateral organizations such as the Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development, the World Trade Organization, the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund to promote the values of free markets.  Through these means, Europe can continue to be a viable economic partner for the United States.  It is crucial that both sides agree on this common agenda because the ongoing prosperity of the United States and the European Union are so interdependent.
Security

The United States must try to develop a common response to the threats posed by terrorism and failed or failing states. Currently, the US and Europe apply different approaches in response to these threats. The US typically applies hard power in a short term immediate response, with the intent of destroying or capturing the threat. With the exception of the UK, the European response is characterized by a long-term, soft-power response, meant to delay, neutralize, or divert the threat. If the US and Europe could agree on a common response, the US would gain a valuable ally. Increased communication and cooperation between Europe and the US would create a global, adaptable, and multilateral response force against current security threats.

The best approach to dealing with European security is primarily through NATO. Our biggest, current challenge is the difference in capability levels between the US and Europe. In order to achieve the goal of a collaborative effort against perceived threats, the US should advocate an improvement of European military capabilities. NATO has allowed an increased military level of communication and cooperation between Europe and the US. This creates a framework, through which the US can assist the Europeans with the creation of more modern, mobile and quickly deployable security forces. The US, through NATO, can provide assistance and guidance in force building that will result in a flexible, interoperable European security force. These forces will be able to work with the US, NATO, and the European Union under mandates from a variety of multilateral bodies. This provides for flexibility in US policy: the US can work through NATO for hard power security operations and with ongoing cooperation with the EU in global crisis management.  It would be in the US’s national interest to increase communication and cooperation on a global scale through an international body such as the UN.

Accordingly, the US and EU should conduct a serious dialogue with the aim of identifying a common list of priorities to reform the UN into a more flexible, efficient and effective institution. Joint US-EU agreement on the future of UN reform could be the starting point for working with the UN Secretariat toward a more capable multi-national organization that would be better able to employ international tools for crisis management, to include those of the EU. Although the US should support EU and UN institutions, the US should primarily rely upon NATO for coordinating US and European security operations.

The US also should encourage Europe to adopt a more balanced and tolerant immigration policy. The current immigration situation in Europe could result in a permanent loss of European identity. Certain European policies of mandated secularism can be seen as violations of freedoms in liberal democratic states, and therefore should be re-examined. The US needs to use tact and respect in advising on European social affairs, but should make it clear that an increasingly alienated Muslim population in Europe represents a distinct security risk to the US. Should all internal efforts to prevent the radicalization of estranged Muslim populations in Europe fail, the US should improve the security of ports and airports shared with the Europeans. 

Although the US and Europe have identified terrorism as a common threat and have agreed on a common definition of it, they have adopted fundamentally different approaches. Most European countries prefer to address terrorism at the domestic level, with loose cooperation through the EU, while the US has shaped its foreign policy around its “War on Terror.” In most cases, Europeans are uncomfortable with this US terminology, because it is widely considered dangerous due to its unlimited implications. Nevertheless, European forces working through NATO are the primary presence in Afghanistan, which in part reflects the real and shared threats that have come to fruition in New York, London, and Madrid. By achieving victory in Afghanistan, organized crime would be reduced, the drug trade would be disrupted and progress would be made in defeating terrorism, all of which are priorities to European security.  

