
LIEUTENANT COLONEL ISAIAH (IKE) WILSON III, U.S. ARMY, PH.D., is an Academy 
Professor and the Director of American Politics, Public Policy and Strategic Studies at the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, New York. He is responsible for all aspects of the American Politics and 
Public Policy program and also serves as Director of the Department of Social 
Sciences Personnel Management and Human Resources Division. 

His dissertation, Unintended Consequences: Implications of the 
Commercialization of US Arms Export Policy Reform on National and Regional 
Security for the 21st Century is a study of institutional structure and 
organizational culture and its impacts on the politics of reform policy, 
specifically focusing on the impacts of the Reinventing Government movement
(National Performance Review) of the 1980s and early ‘90s on US defense and 
security reforms.  This work is currently under review for book publication 
(Wilson, Isaiah, Risky Business: The Dollars (and Sense?) of US Arms Export 
Policy Reform, Princeton University Press).  In addition to arms export policy, 
his research interests include strategy, security and defense policy, civil-
military affairs, and war and peace studies in general.  Lieutenant Colonel Wilson has published extensively in 
each of these research areas.  In the realm of security strategy and operational planning, he has most recently 
published journal articles relating to the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and insurgency and counter insurgency 
in general, to include essays for the Journal of Strategic Studies, Military Review and a pending article for 
Foreign Affairs. He currently has a book manuscript in editing examining the structural causes behind the 
absence of a “postwar” operational plan for Iraq, titled Thinking Beyond War: Why America Fails to Win the 
Peace (Palgrave-Macmillan, forthcoming) and a contract under negotiation with Random House publishers for 
a sequel to this work focusing on the history of the US Army as an occupation force in comparative 
perspective.        

Lieutenant Colonel Wilson is a former Army aviator who has served in units in Germany and the United 
States. While commanding an attack helicopter troop, he deployed his unit to Bosnia-Herzegovina in support 
of the peace enforcement implementation of the Dayton Peace Accords in the Balkans, as well postured his 
unit for support of Southern European Task Force (SETAF) missions in Northern Africa.  Lieutenant Colonel 
is also a military strategist and historian having served as a historian for former US Army chief of staff General 
Eric Shinseki’s Operation Iraqi Freedom Study Group (OIFSG) and early author of that project’s publication, 
On Point: The United States Army in Operation Iraqi Freedom (Leavenworth: Combat Studies Institute Press, 
2004).  Lieutenant Colonel Wilson is a decorated combat veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Prior to his 
return to West Point in 2005, he served for two years with the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) as chief of 
plans where he led the unit’s planning efforts for major combat operations and stability and reconstruction in 
Northern Iraq from July 2003 to March 2004, and later as chief architect of the 101st Airborne Division 
reorganization and conversion as one the US Army’s lead transformation efforts debuting The Modular Force 
redesign under chief of staff General Peter Schoomaker.     

A graduate from the United States Military Academy, he holds an M.P.A., and an M.A. and Ph.D. in political 
science (government) from Cornell University.  He was the George C. Marshall Award recipient from the US 
Army Command and General Staff College in 2002 receiving an M.M.A.S. in strategy.  Lieutenant Colonel 
Wilson is also a graduate from the US Army School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS) where he received 
an M.M.A.S. in theater operational planning.  He was an International Affairs Fellow with the Council on 
Foreign Relations (2005-06), and an active member of the American Political Science Association.  He 
currently lives at West Point, New York with his wife, Lauren Lee of Toronto Canada and their three children, 
David, Spenser, and Mae.     



VITA

Isaiah (Ike) Wilson III, Ph.D.
Lieutenant Colonel, United States Army

EDUCATION: United States Military Academy, B.S., 1989
Cornell University, M.P.A., 1998
Cornell University, M.A., 2000
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, M.M.A.S.1, 2002
U.S. Army School of Advanced Military Studies, M.M.A.S., 2003
Cornell University, Ph.D., 2003

PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS (Additional Skill Identifiers):

1986 U.S. Army Airborne School, Ft. Benning, Georgia
1987 U.S. Army Northern Warfare School, Ft. Greeley, Alaska
1989-1990 U.S. Army Initial Rotary Wing Course, Ft. Rucker, Alabama
1990 AH-64 Apache Helicopter Qual. Course, Ft. Rucker, Alabama
1993 Joint Warfare School (5P ASI), Hulbert Field, Florida
2001-2002 Joint Planner (3H ASI), Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas

Military Historian (5X ASI), Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas
Army Strategist (6Z ASI), Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas 

OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND:

1990-1993 Platoon Leader and Battalion Operations Officer, Ft. Polk, Louisiana
1994-1996 Company Commander and Battalion Operations Officer, Illesheim, GE
1998-2001 Assistant Professor, United States Military Academy, West Point, NY
2001-2002 Researcher, Office of Homeland Security (OHS) Tiger Team, KS 
2003 Researcher and author, Operation Iraqi Freedom Study Group, Iraq
2003-2004 Chief of Plans, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Mosul, Iraq
2004-2005 Chief of Plans and Operations, Transformation Initiative, Ft. Campbell, KY
2005-2006 Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations, New York, NY 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Cornell Peace Studies Program, Ithaca, NY
Visiting Fellow, Princeton Inst for Intl & Regional Studies, Princeton, NJ
Director, The Beyond War Project, West Point, NY
Military Fellow, NYPD-Counter Terror Division, New York, NY 

2005-present Academy Professor (tenured), Dept of Social Sciences, USMA, 
West Point, NY

FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS:

CFR International Affairs Fellowship (Earned in 2001; Fellow-In Residence, 2005-06)
2002 George C. Marshall Award, U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
MacArthur Foundation Grant Awardee
PI SIGMA ALPHA
U.S. Army Chief of Staff Selectee, Operation Iraqi Freedom Study Group (OIFSG)

                                                
1 Masters in Military Arts and Sciences (MMAS). I hold two (2) MMAS degree, one in military strategy 
and a second in theater operations (military planning) 



Regional Finalist, White House Fellowship (2001 and 2005)
Visiting Fellow, Cornell Peace Studies Program (2005-06)
Military Fellow, Princeton Inst for Intl & Regional Studies (PIIRS) (2005-06)
Military Fellow, NYPD Counter Terror Division (2005-06)

MILITARY AWARDS

Bronze Star Medal (Iraq)
Meritorious Service Award (5 awards)
Army Commendation Medal
Army Achievement Medal
Armed Forces Expeditionary Force Medal (2 awards)
Global War on Terrorism Campaign Medal
Global War on Terrorism Service Ribbon
National Defense Service Ribbon (2 awards)
Overseas Service Ribbon (2 awards)
Operation Iraqi Freedom Campaign Medal
Army Service Ribbon
NATO Service Ribbon
Armed Forces Service Ribbon (2 awards)
Superior Unit Award (Balkans 1995-6)
Meritorious Unit Award (Iraq 2003-04)
Presidential Unit Citation (Iraq 2003-04)
Senior Aviator Badge
Parachutist Badge
Combat Action Badge (Iraq) 
   
SELECTED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

Council on Foreign Relations
Committee on the Analysis of Military Operations and Strategy (CAMOS)
PI SIGMA ALPHA
Council for Emerging National Security Affairs (CENSA)
Cornell Peace Studies Program
International Studies Association (ISA)
Federation of American Scientists (FAS)
Association of the United States Army (AUSA)
West Point Association of Graduates (AOG)
Army Aviation Association of America (AAAA)
American Political Science Association (APSA)

PUBLICATIONS:

“American Anabasis: An Early History of the Planning that Guided the U.S. Army’s 
‘March Up Country’ in Iraq,” in The Journal of Strategic Studies, special edition, 
(forthcoming, 2006)

“Rediscovering the ‘Way of Lawrence’ – Tribal Engagement in Northern Iraq, 2003-04,” 
in The Journal of Strategic Studies, special edition (forthcoming, 2006)

Thinking Beyond War: Explaining the Paradox of the American Way of War, 



Newport, RI: Palgrave-Macmillan, 2006 (forthcoming, spring 2006)

“Providing for the Common Defense? The Outsourcing of America’s National Security 
through the Commercial Sale of Arms and Arms Production,” Democracy and Security, 
Vol. 1, No. 1, January-July 2005.

“What Kind of War?” Proceedings, Naval Institute Press, 2005 (pending)

“The Correlates of Postmodern Warfare,” Proceedings, Naval Institute Press, 2005
(pending)

“Providing for the Common Defense? The Outsourcing of American National Security,” 
Democracy and Security,(forthcoming)

“An Ill-Conceived Democratization Plan for Iraq,” Small Wars Portal (On-Line) at 
Http://www.smallwarsportal.com, November 2004

On Point: The United States Army in Operation Iraqi Freedom, Ft. Leavenworth, KS:
Center for Army Lessons Learned, 2004

“Countering the Terrorism Threat, Preventively, Through Peacetime Military
Engagement,” in James Anderson, Bryan Cummings, Tony Goldwyn, and Mike
Fensel (eds.), The Future of Countering Terrorism – Beyond the Campaign,
Washington, D.C.: CENSA, 2003

“Organizing Virtually: Facilitating Effective Homeland Security Through DOD’s JC4I
System,” Military Review (2003). Winning essay, 2002 Excellence in JC4I Writing
Competition, sponsored by the Armed Forces Communications Electronics
Association (AFCEA).

“Strategy Revisited: Analyzing the Shift From a Threat-Based to Capabilities-Based
Approach to U.S. Strategic Planning,” Military Review, Jan/Feb 2003

“Uncommon Practices: Paying for the Future Force Through Foreign Military Sales,”
Council on Foreign Relations Publication [On-Line], 20 April 2001.

“The Problem with Foreign Military Sales Reinvention,” World Affairs, Summer 2001.

“Why Too Little, Too Late: Dilemmas in U.S. Intervention Policy in the 1990s,” World
Affairs, Summer 2000.

“Dueling Regimes: The Means-Ends Dilemma of Multinational Intervention Policy,”
Foreign Policy Journal, Winter 1999.

“Lessons From the Balkans,” The Current, Cornell Institute for Public Affairs, May 1997.

"LeaderTeach: Army Aviation Contingency Mission Planning," winning essay, Army
Aviation Association of America (AAAA) 1993 Communicative Arts Award.

*Numerous on-line published articles and essays 
      



TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

September 2006 to TBD Adjunct Associate Professor, Columbia University (SIPA), 
New York City, New York.
   
April 2005 to Present Academy Professor, Politics, Policy, and Strategy, 
Department of Social Sciences, United States Military Academy, West Point, New York.  

March 2005 Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University. Co-designed and 
co-taught course module on insurgency and counterinsurgency operations, titled, 
Learning to Eat Soup With A Knife: Guerilla Warfare Past, Present, and Future.

October 2004 Cornell Institute for Public Affairs, Cornell University.  Guest 
instructor to Public Policy Fellows on Quantitative and Qualitative Methods and Their 
Applicability to Post-Modern War-Planning.

Jan to May 2002 U.S. Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC), Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas.  Adjunct professor while in attendance as a student.  Taught an 
advanced graduate level course on National Security Policy Formulation.

1999 to Present The Washington Center, Washington, D.C. and satellite locations.  
Serve as an adjunct professor and faculty leader.  Teach undergraduate and graduate 
students from across the nation on subjects related to American political institutions and 
the American political and electoral processes.  Served as a Faculty Leader at the 2000 
Presidential Inaugural Program and the Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, 
California (August 1999).

1998 to 2001 Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, United States 
Military Academy, West Point, New York.  Taught and course directed the Academy’s
Advanced American Politics Course, Public Policymaking Process Course, American 
Foreign Policy Course.  Co-designed and co-taught an advanced level course on The 
Politics of Race, Gender, and Sexuality.  Served as the department’s director of 
personnel (faculty selections and graduate school placements).  In 2001, was selected 
by the Department of Social Sciences and the USMA Academic Board as a future 
tenured Academy Professor. 

MAJOR PROJECTS, CONFERENCES, AND WORKSHOPS:

September 2005 Project Leader, International Humanitarian Law and Military 
Practice.  A one-year study group sponsored and hosted by the Cornell Peace Studies 
Program, Cornell University.  This project is focused on examining the interrelationship 
between existing and emergent international law and convention governing military 
action, and the impact of the contemporary operating environment on that 
interrelationship.

March 2005 Launch of The Beyond War Project, a multiyear, multi-agency,
interdisciplinary and collaborative research project dedicated to the study,
rethinking, and redesign of the American understanding of and approach to war-
policy.  Hosted by the Department of Social Sciences (USMA, West Point), under
the aegis of the Army War College (AWC) Peacekeeping and Stability



Operations Institute (PKSOI), and in collaboration with: Cornell Peace Studies
Program; Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies (PIIRS);
Council on Foreign Relations; NYPD Counter Terror Division; U.S. Army School
of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS)

February 2005 Roundtable Participant, Midwest Political Science Association
Annual Conference, Chicago, Il.

November 2004 Paper Presenter, Northeastern Political Science Association
Annual Conference, Boston, MA.  Delivered paper, “Thinking Beyond War: Civil-Military 
Operational Planning in Northern Iraq.”

October 2004 Guest Lecturer, Cornell University Peace Studies Program.  
Delivered talk on experiences in Iraq (2003-2004) as a researcher, military historian, and 
operational war-planner for the 101st Airborne Division in Northern Iraq.

September 2004 Paper Presenter, American Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, Chicago, Il.  Delivered paper on civil-military operations and operational 
planning in Northern Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

July 2004 Guest Lecturer, Summer Workshop for the Analysis of Military 
Operations (SWAMOS), Cornell University. Delivered talks on Army Transformation and 
Civil-Military Operational Planning in Northern Iraq.

February 2003 Panel Chair and Discussant (x 2), International Security Studies 
Association Annual Conference, Portland, OR.

October 2002 Paper presenter and panel discussant, Institute for National 
Security Studies (INSS), United States Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, CO.

March 2002 Paper presenter, Midwest Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, Chicago, Il.

February 2002 Paper presenter, International Studies Association Annual 
Conference, New Orleans, LA.

_________ Panel Chair, International Studies Association Annual Conference, 
New Orleans, LA.

October 2001 Member and researcher, Governor Tom Ridge Study Group on 
Organization and Establishment of an American Homeland Security and Defense 
Regime, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas.  This study group consisted on ten student officers 
attending the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC) and was 
designed as an informal Tiger Team allowing for an “out-of-the-beltway” study of the 
challenges and opportunities of various organizational models for the homeland security 
and defense mission.  The study group took place from October 2001 to April 2003.
   
April 2001 Panelist, Roundtable on the Legacy of President Clinton, New 
York State Political Science Association Annual Conference, New Paltz, NY.



February 2001 Paper presenter, International Studies Association Annual 
Conference, Chicago, Il.  Delivered paper titled, “Reinventing Government: the Case of 
foreign Military Sales.”

2001-2003 Participant, Study Group on The Geo-Economics of Military 
Preparedness, Council on Foreign Relations, New York, NY.

November 2000 Paper presenter, Southern Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, Atlanta, GA. Delivered paper titled, “The Trouble With Foreign Military 
Sales Reinvention.

October 2000 Paper presenter, Cornell University Peace Studies Program. 
Delivered talk on, “What is FMS and Why ‘Reinvent’ It?.”

September 2000 Poster presenter, American Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, Washington, D.C.. Title: The Trouble With FMS Reinvention

April 2000 Poster Presenter, Midwest Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, Chicago, Il. Title: “Why Too Little Too Late in U.S. Intervention Policy in the 
1990s?”

__________ Paper presenter, Council on Foreign Relations (Study Group on 
the Geo-Economics of Military Preparedness).

September 1999 Paper Presenter, American Political Science Association Annual 
Conference, Atlanta, GA.  Title: “Dueling Regimes: The Means-Ends Dilemma of 
Multinational Intervention Policy.”

1999 to 2001 Participant, Study Group on The Arms Trade and the 
Transnationalization of the Defense Industry: Economic versus Security Drivers, Council 
on Foreign Relations, New York, NY.

September 1998 Panel Member, Roundtable on the 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the 20th Century’s First Act of Inclusion (with John Hope Franklin; TheodoreJ. Lowi; 
Gary Orfield; Lucius Barker; Linda Williams). Roundtable hosted by/at the American 
Political Science Association Annual Conference, Boston, MA.

October 1998 Participant, Workshop on the Place of the Defense Industry in 
National Systems of Innovation, Peace Studies Program, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY.
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Academy Professor, Politics, Policy, and Strategic Studies

Director, American Politics and Public Policy, Department of Social Sciences, 
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Lieutenant Colonel Isaiah (Ike) Wilson III, United States Army, is an Academy Professor 
with the Department of Social Sciences at the United States Military Academy, West 
Point, New York, and Director of American Politics and Public Policy.  He is an Army 
aviator, military historian, and strategist, and is a graduate of the U.S. Army’s School of 
Advanced Military Studies (SAMS), a postgraduate program focused on the strategic 
and operational levels of war policy and planning.  His portfolio includes military 
command in Germany and the Balkans, and research and publication in the areas of 
public policy, security and defense strategy, conventional arms procurement and sales 
(force modernization), and professional military education.  He holds a B.S. in 
International Relations from the United States Military Academy, master’s degrees in 
Public Policy and Government from Cornell University, master’s degrees in Military Arts 
and Sciences from the U.S. Army’s Command and General Staff College and School of 
Advanced Military Studies, and a Ph.D. from Cornell University.  Lt.Col Wilson is a 
combat veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom, where he served as the chief of war plans 
for the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) in Northern Iraq, and later upon return from 
Iraq as the Divisions’ chief architect for the 101st Airborne reorganization under Army 
Transformation.  Ike is currently serving with the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) as 
an International Affairs Fellow-In Residence (2005-06) where he is writing a book on his 
war planning experiences (Thinking Beyond War: Why America Fails to Win the Peace, 
Naval Institute Press, Spring 2006) and directing The Beyond War Project, a multiyear, 
interdisciplinary and multi-agency collaborative research initiative dedicated to the 
reformation of the American way of war commensurate with the post-9/11 security 
environment. Lt. Col Wilson is married to Lauren Ann Lee of Toronto Canada. They 
have three children, David, Spenser, and Mae.         

   


