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Colonel Jay Morgan Parker, Ph.D. (United States Army) is Professor of Political and 
International Affairs and Director of International Relations and National Security Studies, 
Department of Social Sciences, United States Military Academy at West Point, New York. He is 
responsible for all aspects of the international relations program—one of the Academy’s largest 
undergraduate majors. COL Parker also chairs the Academy’s Scholarship Committee, which 
selects and prepares cadets to compete for post-graduate programs to include the Rhodes, 
Marshall, Truman, and Gates Scholarships and the East-West Center Fellowship. In addition to 
his academic leadership and governance responsibilities, he provides analytical support on 
national security issues to Department of the Army. He also serves as an Adjunct Associate 
Professor in the Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs.  His teaching 
and research areas include International Relations, Security Studies, American Foreign Policy, 
Politics and Film, Mass Media, and East Asian Politics.  COL Parker is the author or editor of 
numerous texts, book chapters, articles, reviews, and conference papers.   
 COL Parker served as a member of the advisory committees for the Museum of 
Television and Radio Satellite Seminar Series “Learning From The Last War: The Media and The 
Military” and “9/11: The Media Responds.”  He appeared in the Stephen Ives film Reporting 
America At War, which aired on PBS in November, 2003.  COL Parker is chair of the 
International Security Studies Section of the International Studies Association and is also on the 
Governing Councils for the Conference Group on Politics and Film, the Foreign Policy Section, 
and the International Security and Arms Control Section of the American Political Science 
Association.   

A graduate of the University of Arizona, COL Parker earned masters’ degrees in both 
political communication and public affairs from Arizona State University, an MA in international 
relations from the University of Southern California, and a PhD in international relations from 
Columbia. He is also a graduate of the Naval War College. During the 2002-2003 academic year, 
COL Parker served as a Visiting Research Fellow at Princeton University’s Center of 
International Studies. 

Prior to his most recent West Point assignment, COL Parker served as operations, plans, 
and training officer (S3) for the U.S. Army's tactical airborne psychological operations battalion.  
He took part in operational planning for RESTORE HOPE and other humanitarian assistance and 
peacekeeping missions.  He previously served as commander of the unit responsible for U.S. 
Army and Joint Service psychological operations training and doctrine development. In that 
capacity, COL Parker oversaw the post-Cold War redesign of psychological operations training 
and the revision of the U.S. Army's psychological operations doctrine manual. Commissioned as 
an infantry officer through the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC), he began his military 
career in Wiesbaden, Germany where he served as a mechanized infantry platoon leader, staff 
officer, and company commander.  

COL Parker’s previous civilian experience includes service as a congressional aide and as 
a political campaign consultant. He is a Japan Society U.S.-Japan Leadership Fellow and a 
member of the Council on Foreign Relations.  COL Parker is married to COL (retired) Ila 
Corinne Bridges (United States Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps).   
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