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REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF
Department of Social Sciences

Dear Friends,


Greetings from the banks of the Hudson, where there is no snow, brutal winds, or iced roads.  If this is global warming, we like it.  We are in the midst of an abbreviated reorgy week, which means the pain of reorgy week activities lasts three days, instead of five.  In the short few months since my last letter, once again, there has been much activity and productivity.

In addition to a new Superintendent and new Commandant reported in my last letter, the Academy has had another major change with Colonel Seth Hudgins retiring after over 15 years as the President of the Association of Graduates.  While his shoes are big ones to fill, the AoG has made a spectacular choice by selecting Social Sciences alumnus, Colonel (ret.) Bob McClure as its new President.  We welcome Bob to his job and wish him well in supporting the Academy, its cadets and graduates (and continuing in great support of the Department, of course)! 


In the Department, many of you helped us farewell Jo May after so many years of outstanding service at the Fall Reunion.  Jo remains close by, and she was kind enough to return and play Mrs. Claus at the kids holiday party and made one last inspection of SCUSA to ensure it was in good hands.  Although she is far too young to retire, after 18 years with the Department, our Office Supervisor, Cheryl Bloomer, is in fact retiring in February.  The Department will greatly miss her tireless efforts and cheerful approach to everything she did.  In our faculty ranks, we have hired Dr. Rachael Sondheimer as a new temporary Title 10 professor to fill the void left by Meena Bose’s departure.  Once again, we have managed to select the Army’s finest officers, with the help of LTC Ike Wilson and his personnel team, MAJs Greg Frey and Chris Springer.  Finally, we have also managed to survive while COL Cindy Jebb is on sabbatical for the year (thanks to our XO, MAJ Ken Robbins), and on occasion we play, “where in the world is Cindy Jebb?” 
 
We continue to attract the top cadets in our majors with 225 economics, 136 international relations, 72 American politics, and 43 comparative politics majors, and 16 cadets enrolled in the Department’s minor in terrorism studies.  In total, over 20 percent of each class majors in the Department’s elective programs.  The numbers reflect the excellent work of the faculty in the classroom.  Teaching remains our number one priority.  
It was another busy semester not only in the classroom, but also with the Department’s myriad activities.  Dr. Thom Sherlock, Executive Secretary Major Stephanie Ahern, and newly hired conference coordinator, Maryann Mandia, coordinated a wonderful 58th Student Conference on U.S. Affairs, Challenges to Security: Extremism, Resources, and Globalization, which this year hosted 272 delegates from 145 schools and 31 countries.  We had a tremendous line-up of senior speakers, with Social Sciences alumnus Senator Jack Reed (D-RI, and Class of 1971) providing a brilliant keynote address two days after the mid-term election.  The panel, moderated by our own COL Cindy Jebb, included: Dr. George Lopez from Notre Dame; Sosh alums COL (Ret) Rick Waddell and COL (Ret) Woody Goldberg; and, Dr. Kori Schake, our Distinguished Professor for International Security Studies.  Needless to say, the panel spurred intense discussion that spilled onto the roundtables and into the hallways.   We greatly appreciate the continued support of the USMA Class of 1971 and the Olmsted Foundation for SCUSA and, if you subscribe to Assembly magazine you can see SCUSA featured as the cover article.

As a testimony to the academy’s strong academic program, the scholarship program had another exceptional year this year.  Under the leadership of LTC Suzanne Nielsen and executive secretary, MAJ John Gallagher, the team of LTC Jeff Julum, MAJ Roger Stanley, MAJ Andrew DeKever, Ms. Gina Blum and over 20 mentors from the Social Sciences Department did an exceptional job preparing West Point’s candidates for success.  In the Rhodes competition, we had six finalists with Cadet Tim Simmons winning a scholarship.  In the Marshall competition, we had four finalists with Cadets Charlie Eadie, Matt Martel, and Ethan Orwin winning scholarships.  We also had four semi-finalists for the Mitchell Scholarship for one year of graduate study in Ireland, with two winners: Cadet Erin Stevens and 2LT Sean Healy (class of 2005 who conducted his interview from Iraq).  We look forward to the Fulbright, Gates, and Truman announcements this spring.  

Under General Wayne Downing's leadership with LTC Joe Felter serving as Director and the multi-talented Combating Terrorism Center (CTC) team, the CTC has become the go-to source for counterterrorism education and expertise on radical Islamist ideology. Enrollment in all courses and the new Minor in Terrorism Studies program have risen sharply, and new textbooks - including Teaching Terror: Strategic and Tactical Learning in the Terrorist World - have been produced to support these courses. As an expansion of the CTC's educational mission, several faculty members are also now leading a series of counterterrorism seminars for the FBI, and have been invited speakers at dozens of government and academic meetings this year. Finally, a new course and textbook are being developed to examine WMD and terrorism. Research projects published by the CTC this year - including the Militant Ideology Atlas, Stealing Al Qaida's Playbook, Harmony and Disharmony: Exploiting Al Qaida's Organizational Vulnerabilities, and Visual Motifs in Jihadi Internet Propaganda - have generated unprecedented media coverage for the Center and the Social Sciences Department. Details of all these publications and initiatives are available on the Center's website, at: http://www.ctc.usma.

COL Casey Wardynski and MAJ Dave Lyle continue to lead the tremendous team in The Office of Economic and Manpower Analysis (OEMA) that continues to support the Army Decision Makers on manpower issues.  This fall, OEMA spearheaded an effort to assist ROTC in marketing the branch, graduate school, and post choices in exchange for increased military service.  Under OEMA’s tutelage about 15 faculty members from the Department took to the road and helped ROTC communicate the details of these programs – the Dean and the Supe also pitched in and joined the road show.  All told, some 700 ROTC and 150 USMA cadets obtained their branch of choice.  Thus far, we expect that OEMA’s service incentive programs will raise Army-wide retention through eight years of service to 65 percent for the Class of 2007 as compared with 46 percent for recent classes.  Moreover, we expect that over 1,000 members of the Class of 2007 will ultimately attend fully funded graduate programs as compared to only 400 before the Army launched OEMA’s service incentive programs. OEMA has also entered the world of event marketing.  Beginning with the Dayton 500, OEMA will deploy the America’s Army: Virtual Army Experience to 41 events across America in 2007.  This recruiting property will provide about 4,000 visitors per day with a 15 minute virtual test drive of Soldiering as a member of an infantry combat team.  Taking note of these developments, Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government and the Council on Excellence in Government selected America’s Army as one of the top four federal government innovations for 2006.   John Stoner’s brethren at McKinsey also singled out OEMA for its excellence in Manpower Research.  Following a Secretary of the Army review of Army recruiting McKinsey noted OEMA and America’s Army as the bright lights of Army recruiting in an otherwise cloudy sky – recommending that Army recruiting research be centralized under OEMA’s direction. 

The Sosh book case is overflowing with faculty publications.  Thirty-four past and present members of the Department of Social Sciences are contributing their expertise to the revision of the sixth edition of the American National Security textbook.  First published by BG (Ret) Joe Jordan and COL (Ret) Bill Taylor in 1981, the new edition of this widely-used text is tentatively scheduled to be released by Johns Hopkins University Press in the summer of 2008. Dr. Scott Silverstone's second book, Preventive War and American Democracy was recently published, Dr. Thom Sherlock’s book, Destroying Settled Pasts, Creating Uncertain Futures will hit the streets shortly,  and The Fight for Legitimacy:  Democracy Versus Terrorism by Thom, COL Cindy Jebb, Dr. Ruth Beitler, and adjunct faculty member, Dr. Peter Liotta, was just published.  Finally, COL Maggie Belknap and MAJ Mike Marty’s new edition of the Armed Force Guide to Personal Finance is now available at your local book store.  


We concluded last semester with the annual holiday party at the Thayer Hotel and Dr. Ruth Beitler dazzled us with her annual poem.  This year however, MAJ John Gallagher organized a Counter-Poem to let Ruth now that her antics this past year did not go unnoticed.  


Finally, I just learned that I am headed to Iraq for a brief period to work on economic development and strategy.  I look forward to sharing my experiences with you at our Spring Reunion, so please save the date of 20 April 2007. We will post details on the Department website and provide a formal invitation with the Department’s Spring Newsletter.  If you have questions about the event or want to RSVP early, please contact MAJ Thad Underwood at 845-938-3399 or thaddeus.underwood@usma.edu. 

Wishing you and your family all the best for the New Year!








Mike Meese





